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“Ihe Prince of Peace”

pEACE by the conspiracy of nations and peo-
ples is the openly declared goal of this post-
war world. Being warned that now the choice
lies between world peace and world destruction,
the world’s leaders have felt themselves pressed
into doing something speedily, unitedly. Par-
ticularly “CIn 1stendom , 80 called, has taken the
lead in urging the nations to combine in harmo-
nious ‘wtlon in order to make and to keep peace
among themselves. Promptly an imposing alli-
ance of nations has been brought forth, and
just 147 days after the end of World War 11
this or ganization of 51 nations and represent-
ing four-fifths of the peoples of earth, began to
hold its General Assembly in London, Fngland.
The hopes of this world, political, commercial,
social and religious, are all bound up with this
international conspiracy. The prayers of the
religionists, Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish,
have been and still are for it; and upon it the
rulers and the peoples lay the responsibility of
building the foundation of a better world where-
in the disturbers of peace will never again bring
this world to the brink of annihilation. Now the
big question is, Will it fail and bring them dis-
appointment? Dreading such a re%ult conscien-
tious men of the world who believe in strong
action are determined that it shall not fail.
Worldly-wise men envision this international
conspiracy as the best and most advanced way
3
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for preserving world peace and security. Faced
with all the “atomic age” realities and leaning
upon their own wisdom, these men know of no
better way. There 1s a way; there MUsT BE 2
way for lasting peace for all humankind, but
is their way the best and only way? If it is not,
but is simply man’s idea of the best, then it
will mean only a brief pause before the world’s
plunge into the dreaded destruction. How, then,
are we to know? And how could we find out
anything better to which to turn? The answer
is, By the revealed purposes of the God of heav-
en and earth, who “hath made of one blood all
nations of men [or to dwell on all the face of
the earth, and hath determined the times be-
fore appointed”. (Acts 17:24-26) To this day
His purposes have worked out as predetérmined
and as foretold, and the record of his purposes
in the sacred Bible has proved reliable. As re-
gards his Word in comparison with the word of
today’s religious and political prophets, we must,
therefore, “let God be true,” His Word warns all
those who seek lasting life, peace and sécurity
against such a world conspiracy in these days,
because it will fail. But with that failure the
cause of perpetnal peace will not be lost to all
men of good-will. It will be rescued and be
made an everlasting reality by the One whom
God’s Word foretold, “The Prince of Peace.”
In this One, rather than in a world conspiracy,
must the life-seekers of all nations trust.

At a time of international conspiracies, when
civilization stood threatened by the great world
power, the aggressive empire of Assyria, then
it was that the prophecy concerning “The Prince
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of Peace” was given. It is therefore deeply sig-
nificant that our time compares with that time.
There are important factors in action now that
correspond with those in operation in that an-
cient time, It was for our safe guidance that
the record of those ancient circumstances was
made and preserved till now. We would be
keeping ourselves in the dark and in perplexity
with the world’s political, commercial and reli-
gious leaders, and hence hurting our best inter-
ests, if we were to overlook and ignore that
Record which God meant for us. (Romans 15:4;
1 Corinthians 10:11) Hence, here we deliberate-
ly pause on life’s hurried stream and look at
the Record. In spirit our eyes turn to the Near
Fast, for there the circumstances surrounding
the delivery of the propheey concerning “The
Prince of Peace” arose.

We refer to the eighth century before our
common era, or about two thousand seven
hundred years ago. Earthly kingdoms were
about to pass off the scene then, and arong
them were the kingdom of Judah and its sister-
kingdom, the kingdom of Israel. Back there
disturbers of peace were active as they are
now, causing national fears. The troublemakers
in that anecient time were the kingdom of Syria
under King Rezin; and the kingdom of Israel
under King Pekah, the son of Remaliah; and
the rising world power of Assyria under its
king, Tiglath-pileser. To the south lay the wan-
ing world power of Egypt, which, however, was
still bidding for the world’s rule. For smaller
kingdoms and governments it was a case of
joining a world alliance in a conspiracy with
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either one of the two world powers as the domi-
nant ruler, or else being destroyed, swallowed
up.
In among these international troublemakers
lay the small kingdom of Judah. It once boasted
of having David the shepherd of Bethlehem-
judah as its king. Now King Ahaz was on the
throne of the kingdom of Judah, but he was of
the dynasty or house of David by his descent
through King Solomon, the wisest man of antig-
uity. This kingdom of Judah was the sore spot
or center of controversy, because it was the
only kingdom on earth whose people still pro-
fessed to worship and serve Jehovah as the
only true and living God. Hence all the false
gods of the other nations and kingdoms were
bent on overthrowing this kingdom of Judah
and turning it away from the worship of Jeho-
vah God. The idea was to bring reproach upon
the name of Jehovah and to make him look
weak and despised in the eyes of all the world.
The false gods of the nations were the invisible
demons under Satan the Devil. These gods fired
the nations with ambitions for expansion. They
spurred them on into the conspiracies which
had as their object the destruction of the king-
dom of Judah, whose professed God was Jeho-
vah and whose king descended from David.
That King Ahaz of the realm of Judah should
be a bad king, unfaithful to Jehovah God, is of
less importance, because in course of time his
successor, his son, King Hezekiah, reformed
the nation. The thing of deciding importance is
that King Ahaz was of David’s house. There-
fore he experienced certain mercies and oppor-
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tunities at the hand of Jehovah God. The word
of the Most High God was tied in with what
happened to that house of David. Do we ask,
Why? 1t was because a compact or covenant
existed between God and David’s house. No oth-
er royal house or dynasty on the face of this
earth has ever enjoyed such a covenant. That
covenant of Jehovah God with the house of
David was for an everlasting kingdom or Theo-
cratic Government, Because Dav1d was a faith-
ful worshiper of Jehovah as God and was
anxious to build Him a glorious temple at Jeru-
salem, God made this Kingdom covenant with
David, solemnly saying to him: “I will also sub-
due all your enemies. Moreover I tell you that
the Lorp will build for you a house; and when
your days are finished, to go with your fathers,
then I will establish your helr after you, who
shall be one of your sons, and I will establish
his kingdom. He shall build me a house, and I
will establish his throne forever. ‘I will be a
father to him, and he shall be a son to me; and
I will not withdraw my kindness from him, as
I withdrew it from him who was before you.
But I will appoint him in my house and my king-
dom forever; and his throne shall be established
forever.”” (1 Chronicles 17:10-14, An Amert-
can Translation) No king on earth today, wheth-
er anointed by the pope or not, can lay claim
to this covenant.

That Kingdom covenant held forth a chal-
lenge to all the thrones and kingdoms of this
world of which Satan the Devil 1s prince and
god. (2 Corinthians 4:4; John 14:30) There-
fore Satan and his demons made it their busi-
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ness to try to destroy the house of David and
thus kill all danger from it as the heir of the
world’s domination. Satan found ready instru-
ments in King Rezin of Syria and in King
Pekah, the son of Remaliah, of the kingdom of
Israel, and in King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria.
Satan the Devil purposed to force King Ahaz
of Judah by fear into an improper alliance with
King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria. To do this, he
caused the two neighboring kings to enter into
a conspiracy against the house of David, name-
ly, King Rezin of Syria and King Pekah, the
son of Remaliah, of the house of Ephraim. Their
fixed purpose was to remove King Ahaz be-
cause he was of the house of David with its
Kingdom covenant, and to put on the throne,
instead, their chosen man as a puppet king.
The sacred Bible tells us: “And it was told the
house of David, saying, Syria is confederate
with Ephraim.”—Isaiah 7:1, 2.

King Ahaz was agitated with great fear, He
inclined toward an ungodly alliance with
Tiglath-pileser of Assyria. Therefore Jehovah
God gave King Ahaz some most timely informa-
tion to turn him away from such a conspiracy
with the king of the Assyrian world power. God
notified his prophet Isaiah, and sent him to
meet King Ahaz of Judah and deliver him this
strengthening message: “Because Syria has
plotted mischief against yon, with Ephraim and
the son of Remaliah, saying, TLet us go up
against Judah, and throw it into a panie, and
make a schism in it to our interest, and set up
the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it/
thus says the Lord Gop: ‘It shall not stand, and
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it shall not be!? ” (Isaiah 7:5-9, dn American
Translation) Then God foretold the overthrow
of the conspirators,

At that moment came the time for a divine-
prophecy of world-rocking importance, because
it pointed forward to the permanent Heir of
the Kingdom covenant of Jehovah with David’s
house. The prophecy was a guarantee that,
both then and now, in the midst of worldly con-
spiracies affecting the Heir of the Kingdom
covenant, God would be with the remnant of
his faithful worshipers who refused all worldly
alliances and conspiracies due to holding fast
their allegiance to God’s kingdom covenant and
its Heir. We now read the record: “Once more
the Lorp spoke to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask a sign of
the Lorp your God; make it deep as Sheol, or
high as the heavens! But Ahaz said, ‘I will not
put the Lozrp to the test by asking such a thing.’
So he said, ‘Hear now, O House of David! Is it
too slight a thing for you to weary men, that
you must weary my God also? Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign: Behold, a
young woman is with child, and is about to bear
a son; and she will eall him Emmanuel {God is
with us].”—Isaiah 7:10-14, An Amer. Trans.

According to God’s prophecy by Isaiah this
young woman, or virgin, was to give birth to
a son instead of a'daughter and was to call him
by the name “Immanuel”, meaning “God is with
us”. All this was a certain sign that all the
conspirators and their conspiracies against
God’s kingdom covenant and its permanent
Heir would come to nothing, Also, the world
conspiracy against God’s faithful remnant and
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their companions who stand first, last and all
the time for the Heir of God’s kingdom cove-
nant would likewise absolutely fail, because
“@God is with us!” Who the young woman was
that gave birth to the son who was called
“Emmanuel” so many centuries ago, the record
does not say. Evidently it was the Jewish virgin
who became the second wife of the prophet
Isaiah himself; for, before this boy named
“Emmanuel” grew old enough to distinguish
between good and bad, the two kings conspiring
against the house of David were to be over-
thrown and killed. (Isaiah 7:15,16; 2 Kings
15:27-31; 16:5-9) The God-given sign proved
to be true back there!

That, back there, was only a miniature ful-
fillment of the sign and of the overthrow of the
worldly conspiracy against God’s kingdom
covenant. Yet that first fulfillment was a token.
It guaranteed that the sign and the overthrow
of world conspiracy would be fulfilled in the
fullest sense in a like critical time for the rem-
nant of God’s faithful worshipers who put all
their faith in his Kingdom covenant and its
Heir. Today we are face to face with the great-
est world-conspiracy of all time, and it is for
the domination of this earth in its entirety.
Therefore today it is high time to ask, What
about the complete fulfillment of the prophecy
regarding the sign of the young woman and her
son Emmanuel? Do we have it? If we do, then
the fate of this world eonspiracy is a foregone
conclusion. Yes, we do have it. A reliable record
of it is preserved and it is backed up by unim-
peachable facts, In working out this fulfillment
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certain things took place, which things show
that the producing of the great sign, the birth
of Emmanuel, had a close connection with Jeho-
vah’s everlasting kingdom covenant with the
house of David.

The maiden who produced the child of the
sign was a Jewish virgin descended from King
David. (Luke 3:23-32) A maiden of any other
family would not be suitable for the sign. At
the proper time, says the Record, “the angel
Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazaret, to a maiden who was betrothed
to a man called Joseph, belonging to the house
of David. The maiden’s name was Mary. The
angel went in and said to her, ‘Hail, O favoured
one! ... Fear not, Mary, you have found
favour with God. You are to conceive and bear
a son, and you must call his name Jesus. He
will be great, he will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give him the
throne of David his father; he will reign over
the house of Jacob for ever, and to his reign
there shall be no end.” ‘How can this be? said
Mary to the angel, ‘I have no husband.” The
angel answered her, ‘The holy spirit will come
upon you, the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you; hence what is born will be called
holy, Son of God.”—Luke 1:26-35, Mofait.

That the birth of this child thus begotten
was the complete fulfillment of the predicted
sign is verified by the Jewish historian, Mat-
thew, who writes under inspiration as follows:
“The birth of Jesus Christ came about thus. His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but be-
fore they came together she was discovered to
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be pregnant by the holy spirit. As Joseph her
husband was a just man and unwilling to dis-
grace her, he resolved to divorce her secretly;
but after he had planned this, there appeared
an angel of the Lord to him in a dream, saying,
‘Joseph, son of David, fear not to take Mary
your wife home, for what is begotten in her
comes from the holy spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to call him “Jesus,” for he will save
his people from their sins’ All this happened
for the fulfillment of what the Lord had spoken
hy the prophet: The maiden will conceive and
bear a son, and his name is to be called Im-
manatel (which may be translated, God is with
us). So on waking from sleep Joseph did as the
angel of the Lord had commanded him ; he took
his wife home, but he did not live with her as
a husband till she bore a son, whom he ealled
Jesus.” (Matthew 1:18-25, Moffatt) Thus the
historian Matthew connects the sign of Im-
manuel with the house of David. He shows that
although the son born was called “Jesus” he
was the sign of Immanuel; he was the child
whose birth proved that God was with or in
favor of his faithful remnant of people because
now the Son of Gfod as his Father’s representa-
tive was among them. Hence the faithful rem-
nant eould say: “If God be for us, who can be
against us?”’—Romans 8: 31.

That the birth of this son as the sign of Im-
manuel is related to Jehovah’s covenant for the
Kingdom with David’s house is shown again.
This time it is shown by the announcement of
heavenly messengers when he was born at
Bethlehem-judah, the city where David was
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born. After telling how Jesus’ birth came to be
at Bethlehem, the Bible says: “And there were
in the same country shepherds watching, and
keeping the night watches over their flock. And
behold an angel of the Lord stood by them, and
the brightness of God shone round about them;
and they feared with a great fear. And the
angel said to them: Fear not; for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall
be to all the people: for, this day, is born to
you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the
city of David. And this shall be a sign unto
you. You shall find the infant wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, and laid in a manger. And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly army, praising God, and saying:
Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace
to men of good will.”—Luke 2:8-14, Douay
Version.

That angelic announcement of “peace to men
of good will” put in evidence two things:
(1) The fulfillment of the sign of Immanuel
was connected with Jehovah’s covenant with
David’s house for the Kingdom; (2) besides
that, it was also the beginning of the fulfillment
of Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the Prince of
Peace; namely, “For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.”—Isaiah 9: 6.

Isaiah’s prophecy of the birth of the Prince
of Peace was given at the time of international
conspiracies in the East, ves, under the shadow



14 “THE PRINCE OF PEACE”

of the growing world power of Assyria. It was
given at a tense moment in the contest over
world domination. Hence the prophecy’s ful-
fillment was to be a sign that the international
conspiracies for world domination would be
brought to nothing. Today the foremost issue
is that of world domination. Today there is a
mighty conspiracy for world domination, but
the birth of the destined “Prince of Peace” nine-
teen centuries ago in fulfillment of the proph-
ecy foredooms it to absolute and disgraceful
failure.
WHY FOREDOOMED TO FAILURE

Does anyone ask the guestion, Why? Here,
then, is the Bible’s answer: The world conspir-
acy of the nations from and after 1945 has
nothing in common with the Prince of Peace;
it does not even recognize him. None of the
united rulers of this world are of the house
of David. Nevertheless, the man-made Charter
of the world conspiracy assigns to them the
task of securing the peace and safety of human-
kind for all time. On the other hand, Jehovah’s
covenant for the Kingdom, and also the title
“The Prince of Peace”, assign to Christ Jesus
the task of bringing lasting peace and security
to this earth. Let the people, therefore, decide
for themselves who can be depended upon as
certain to establish unending peace and pros-
perity. As for us, we choose to “let God be
trme” when he said in his prophecy coneerning
Christ Jesus: “His name shall be called Won-
derful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
his government and of peace there shall be no
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end, wpon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to establigh it, and to upheld it with
justice and with righteousness from henceforth
eve: for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will
pecform this.”—Isaiah 9:6,7, Am. Stan. Ver.

The present world-conspiracy declares itself
zet to gain the objectives that God has laid
upon his Prince of Peace to gain, and it calls
upon the peoples of all nations to support it in
establishing universal peace and security by
man’s efforts and instead of Christ Jesus. It
thus proves itself to be a conspiracy against
The Prince of Peace and against Jehovah’s
covenant with Him for the everlasting throne
and kingdom. For a reason like that, Jehovah’s
prophet Isaiah warned King Ahaz and his sub-
jects back there against joining in any werldly
conspiracy with the Assyrian world power for
peace and self-defense. The warning was writ-
ten and preserved for us who are at the climax
of world conspiracies, in these words: “Make
an uproar, O ye peoples, and be broken in piec-
es; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird
yourselves, and be broken in pieces; gird your-
selves, and be broken in pieces. Take counsel
together, and it shall be brought to nought;
speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God
is with us. For Jehovah spake thus to me with
a strong hand, and instructed me not to walk
in the way of this people, saying, Say ye not,
A conspiracy, concerning all whereof this peo-
ple shall say, A conspiracy; neither fear ye
their fear, nor be in dread thereof. Jehovah of
hosts, him shall ye sanctify; and let him be
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your fear, and let him be your dread.”—Isaiah
8:9-13, Am. Stan. Ver.

King Rezin of Syria and King Pekah of
Israel did not fear Jehovah of hosts, but con-
spired together against His covenant for the
Kingdom. Well, their conspiracy was broken to
pieces. Likewise King Ahaz of Judah did not
fear Jehoval, but entered into conspiracy with
the world power of Assyria. Well, this did not
really help Ahaz and bring him peace and se-
curity: [t brought distress and bondage upon
him from the Assyrian world power. Worst of
all, it put Ahaz out of favor with Jehovah. First
after his death and in the days of his son Heze-
kiah, Jehovah of hosts broke the Assyrian con-
spiracy against the Kingdom covenant, and the
armies of the Assyrian aggressor were forced
to retreat from the land of Judah without ever
shooting one arrow against the city of Jerusa-
lem. Hence a like defeat of the present-day
world conspiracy against Jehovah’s covenant
and Prince of Peace is a dead certainty, for
God is with his Prince Immanuel and with all
who give allegiance to him.

Jehovah God states in his Word: “To every
thing there is a season, and a time to every pur-
pose under the heaven: a time to love, and a
time to hate; a time of war, and a time of
peace.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1,8) This is not God’s
appointed time for peace to this earth. We
know that, because his prophetic Word tells us
what must be at this period of human history.
Peace will not come until s makes it by his
Prince of Peace. He declares: “I form the light,
and create darkness; I make peace, and create
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evil; I am Jehovah, that doeth all these things.”
(Isaiah 45:7, Am. Stan. Ver.) Rightly he is
called “the God of peace”. His long-range pur-
pose for this earth is an unbreakahle peace.
To this end he raised up his Prince of Peace
out of death into which the conspirators put
him. God has given him heavenly life immortal.
As it is written to those who fear God: “Now
the God of peace, that brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make you perfect in every good work
to do his will.” (Hebrews 13:20,21) Hence
there must be a reason why the “God of peace”
has refused and will further refuse to answer
all the religionists of Christendom who pray
for the success of the world conspiracy for
bringing universal peace and seeurity. It is be-
cause he has no covenant of peace with it or
with them.

In the prophecy given to those who now make
Jehovah Ged, and not the world conspiracy,
their fear and dread it is written: “And I, Jeho-
vah, will be their God, and my servant David
prince among them; I Jehovah, have spoken
it. And 1 will make with them a covenant of
peace, and will cause evil beasts to cease out
of the land; and they shall dwell securely in
the wﬂderness, and sleep in the woods.” (Kze-
kiel 34:24,25, Am. Stan. Ver.; 37:26) How,
then, could J ehovah answer rellgious prayers
for a worldly peace organization of conspira-
tors against His covenant for the Kingdom with
Christ Jesus, the Son of David? Gop is run-
ning the universe, and not Satan “the god of
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this world”, nor the political, commereial, reli-
gious rulers of this earth, The vmdmatwn of
God’s own word and universal sovereignty will
not permit him to bless the world conspiracy
with suecess to the glory of men of this world.
To the contrary, the Almighty God of peace
will make peace by breaking the world conspir-
acy to pieces at his appointed time, at Arma-
geddon.

Tt is vain and absolutely useless, thercfore,
to send ambassadors to a religious-political
ruler who claims to be the vicar of Christ and
the vicegerent of The Prince of Peace on earth,
and to do so in the hope of benefit to the canse
of international good relations and tranquillity.
During the past sixteen hundred years the reli-
gious-political activities of that reputed vice-
gerent of The Prince of Peace have never
brought a durable peace to earth, not even to
Christendom, and never will. It is a false hope.
The reason why is that Jehovah God will never
permit a mere man on earth to misappropriate
to himself the prophetic seriptures and to ac-
complish on earth what the Most High God has
appointed Christ Jesus the real Prince of Peace
himself to do without glory to any man. Hence
the experience of the ambassadors of the world
conspiracy is certain to be as foretold at Isaiah
33:7: “Behold, their valiant ones shall ery with-
out; the ambassadors of peace shall weep bit-
terly.”

WHY YET NO PEACE

The collapse of the efforts of worldly men
to make good their high-sounding hopes and
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promises to mankind will not mean that the
cause of permanent peace is perished. God’s
own Word was written to forearm us against
any such desperate conclusion. Not by man’s
hands, but by God’s almighty power, the foun-
dations of an everlasting universal tranquillity
have been laid, and they are not movable by
any contrary power in heaven or in earth.
Those foundations are laid in his Prince Im-
manuel and his kingdom. Upon those founda-
tions we may build the brightest hopes for the
near future.

In the year 607 B.C., just 138 years after un-
faithful King Ahaz died, the human kingdom
of the house of David was overthrown and de-
stroyed. Such overthrow brought to an end the
reign of the profane, wicked king, Zedekiah.
But God’s covenant with David’s house was not
there overthrown and destroyed as a failure.
It was merely to continue without a visible
kingdom and throne till the coming of the
worthy, permanent Heir of the Kingdom cove-
nant. At his eoming God would give the right
and power of the Kingdom to him. To this
effect (God said to King Zedekiah: “And thou,
O deadly wounded wicked ome, the prince of
Israel, whose day is come, in the time of the
iniquity of the end, thus saith the Lord Jeho-
vah: Remove the mitre, and take off the erown;
this shall be no more the same; exalt that which
is low, and abase that which is high. I will over-
turn, overtaurn, overturn it: this also shall be
no more, until he come whoge right it is; and
I will give it him.” (Ezekiel 21 :25-27, Am. Stan.
Ver.) %l‘his rightful one ig Christ Jesus.
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At the time of the conception of Jesus as a
man, Jehovah’s angel told Mary: “He . . . shall
be called the Son of the Most High: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David.,” When Jesus had grown to man-
hood, he refused to let the Jewish people make
him king on an earthly throne. The throne
promised him in the Kingdom coverant of
Jehovah was to be a heavenly throne. (John
6: 14, 15) Because of his faithfulness on earth
even to the death God gave Christ Jesus the
right to the Kingdom as the true Heir of the
covenant. (IHebrews 1:1-3) However, after he
was raised from the dead and ascended np to
heaven to God’s right hand God did not at once
give him the promised scepter to start ruling
with power in among his eneinies. He must wait
for God’s appointed time to make the eneniies
Christ’s footstool and destroy them and to
usher in the universal peace of a righteous
new world. As it is written regarding the resur-
rected Christ Jesus: “But he, when he had
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down
on the right hand of God; henceforth expecting
till his enemies he made the footstool of his
feet.” (Hebrews 10:12,13, 4Am. Stan. Ver.)
That time of expectation ended in the year 1914.
At that date the times of the Gentiles’ domina-
tion which began at Jerusalem’s overtarning
in 607 B.C. came to their finish, What has hap-
pened to the (entile nations since the outbreak
of World War I in 1914 proves that point, in
full harmony with Jesus’ prophecy on the end
of this world. (Matthew 24 and 25; Mark 13;
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and Luke 21) Hence that year he ascended the
throne.

Nineteen centuries before that, the prophecy
of the sign of Immanuel’s birth was fulfilled in
the birth of Jesus as a human child, not in the
earthly palace of King David, but in a stable
in the town of Bethlehem where David was
born eleven centuries earlier. But in 1914, at
the end of the Gentile times, Christ Jesus at
God’s right hand in heaven was born in a new
capacity, namely, in the capacity of King of
kings and Lord of lords. He was born or
brought forth as King acting according to God’s
covenant, to rule in the midst of his enemies
for their destruction and thus for the making
of a permanent universal peace. There, at his
birth or bringing forth to this ruling, peace-
making office, Jehoval’s kingdom in the hands
of the Heir of his covenant was born. This
Theocratic Government was not brought forth
from the womb of any earthly virgin. It was
born from the womb of God’s heavenly organi-
zation, for from the midst of this heavenly or-
ganization of sons God Jehovah brought forth
his King, Christ Jesus. At Revelation, chapter
twelve, this birth of God’s kingdom in the per-
son of His royal Heir, Christ Jesus, is sym-
bolized as the birth of a man-child from the
womb of a glorious woman in heaven. Here
Jesus was born to the role of Prince of Peace
in a most active sense and at a most fateful
time. Concerning this birth in the year 1914
we read, in the symbolic language of Revela-
tion 12:5: “And she was delivered of a son, a
man child, who is to rule all the nations with a



22 “THE PRINCE OF PEACE”

rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto
God, and unto his throne.”—Am. Stan. Ver.

Did that enthronement of the Son of God as
the Prince of Peace mean that universal peace
would set in immediately? According to the
forevision which God’s prophetic Word gives,
such universal peace was not due and was not
to be expeeted A.D. 1914. The prophecy of
Revelation discloses that at the time of the
Kingdom’s birth in 1914 a demonic conspiracy
was launched to destroy the newborn Govern-
ment and thus prevent its operation. The con-
spiracy was on the part of Satan’s dragon or-
ganization. Hence there was no peace in heaven,
but, as we read at Revelation 12:7, 8: “There
was war in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels, and prevailed not;
neither was their place found any more in heav-
en.” Hence the heavens were ridded of those
demonic peacebreakers by casting them down
to the earth, and then the heavenly announce-
ment rang out: “Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of his Christ: . . . Therefore rejoice, yve
heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the
devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a
short time.”—Revelation 12:9-12.

Such a cry of woe to earth’s and sea’s in-
habiters because of the debasement of Satan
in his great wrath and under his shortness of
time could not mean peace for this earth. And
there has been no peace, not even after the close
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of World War I in 1918. There will be no peace
until that great dragon, Satan the Devil, and
all his demon angels are destroyed. Their de-
struction the organization of all of earth’s na-
tions united together can never and will never
accomplish, despite their being equipped with
cosmiec-ray energy bombs, atomic bombs, or oth-
er fiendish instruments of destruction. The Bi-
ble plainly savs that Satan the Devil is “the
prince of this world” and “the god of this
world”. We may he sure, therefore, that the
nations of this world will never seek to destroy
the “god of this world”. (John 12:31; 2 Corin-
thians 4:4) Rather, Satan the Devil, whose
great wrath is against the newborn kingdom
of God, brings all of the worldly nations into
his conspiracy against the kingdom of God,
whether those nations realize that fact now
or not.

If the religious clergy of Christendom had
been faithful to God’s kingdom and his Word,
the Bible, they would have warned the rulers of
the nations against heing overreached by Satan
and his demons and against being drawn into
the satanic world-conspiracy. But what though
the clergy have not warned the nations, Jeho-
val’s Holy Word and also His witnesses on
earth have been giving the nations due warn-
ing, particularly from and after A.D. 1919. For
this the nations have persecuted Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, But this only adds to the proof that
the nations are in the world-conspirdey against
the newborn or established kingdom of God by
Christ Jesus.
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That there will be no peace for humanity as
long as this world-conspiracy exists, we read,
at Daniel 12: 1: “And at that time shall Michael
stand up, the great prince which standeth for
the children of thy people: and there shall be
a time of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation even to that same time: and at
that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found written in the book.”
The newly crowned and enthroned King first
turns his attention to war against the enemies
of God’s kingdom for the vindication of Jeho-
val’s name. God’s command to him is: “Rule
thou in the midst of thine enemies.” (Psalm
110:1,2) Hence, since the Bible uses horses
as symbols of warfare, the prophecy pictures
the recently erowned King as mounted on a
horse, whose white color signifies Theocratie
warfare for righteousness. Accordingly we read
this description, at Revelation 6: 2: “And I saw,
and behold a white horse: and he that sat on
him had a bow; and a erown was given unto
him: and he went forth conquering, and to
conquer,”

Fulfillment of that prophetic vision began
A.D. 1914, Did that mean that the nations of
this world would then willingly bow to his rule
and that universal peace would set in without
a fight? What does the Revelation show would
follow the riding forth of the ecrowned King on
his white horse? This is what Revelation 6:4
shows: “And there went ont another horse that
was red: and power was given to him that sat
thereon TO TAKE PEACE FROM THE EARTH, and
that they should kill one another: and there
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was given unto him a great sword.” Then, hard
on the spark-striking hoofs of this peace-killing
horse, gallops another horse bearing Famine.
And still another horse with Death, and then
Hell {or the grave); and the information is
given out: “Power was given unto them over
the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword,
and with hunger, and with death [or plague],
gnfrl gvith the beasts of the earth.”—Revelation

: 5-8.

The nations in the world conspiracy may try
to stop the horses bearing war, famine, death
and hell (or the grave), but they will never
succeed in stopping or even slowing up the
white horse with its erowned Rider until he
has conquered the very last of his enemies. Till
then, there will be no durable universal peace.
Hence as long as the world conspiracy stands
in its united opposition to the kingdom of God’s
covenant with Christ, peace is impossible.

The peoples of the earth have heen left with-
out warning by the religious clergy of Chris-
tendom. So the peoples are now subject to still
further deception by the “god of this world”.
Jehovah in his faithfulness to mankind’s best
interests has given advance warning in the Bi-
ble that the world conspiracy will try to wear
the very garb of Christ by assuming the role
of world-wide peacemaker. Like ancient Jeru-
salem in its last days, so Christendom’s would-
be builders of a better, finer world created by
men’s hands will erect a great protective wall
against the destruction foretold in God’s Word.
They will continunally daub it with the mortar
of political and religious diplomacy and com-
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promise. Christendom’s political and religious
prophets, particularly her clergy, will propa-
gaundize for the nicely daubed wall of defense,
arguing the need of it and holding out the last
hopes of peace by it. But will this defensive
measure of postwar Christendom stand, so that
the people should now put their trust in it as
sure not to disappoint them?

Hear what God’s Word, written aforetime
for our admonition, says: “Because, even be-
cause they have seduced my people, saying,
Peace; and there was no peace; and one built
up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with un-
tempered morter: say unto them which daub
it with untempered morter, that it shall fail:
there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye,
O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy
wind shall rend it. Thus will I accomplish my
wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have
daubed 1t with untempered morter, and will say
unto you, The wall is no more, neither they that
daubed it; to wit, the prophets of Israel which
prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see
visions of peace for her, and there is no peace,
saith the Lord Gop [Jehovah].”—Ezekiel
13:10, 11, 15, 16.

Does Christendom think she is more holy
than Jerusalem in the days of King Ahaz, who
joined in a worldly conspiracy with Assyria?
or Jerusalem in the days of her last king, Zede-
kiah, who joined in worldly conspiracy with
Egypt for self-defense? All her religious sys-
tems and institutions do not make her more
holy and thus more immune from destruction,
for Christendom today is the very seat of the
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visible part of the world conspiracy. Moreover,
her religious organizations all support the con-
spiracy and pin their hopes of survival and of
peace to it. Therefore let no one be deceived if
the world organization finally brings the na-
tions to a highly developed owtward appear-
ance of stability and prosperity and tranquil-
lity. By the signs of the times in fulfillinent of
prophecy we know what is then impending. To
us 1n particular the apostle Paul writes these
words: “But of the times and the scasons, breth-
ren, ve have no need that I write unto you. For
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh wpon them, as travail upon
a woman with child; and they shall not escape.
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief.” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:1-4) So as not to go on in darkness
and be overtaken by the sudden destruction
coming, we must take heed to the light of Jeho-
vah God’s Word.

In the light of that Word, particularly as it
shines at Revelation 19:11-21, we see against
whom the members of the world conspiracy are
gathering. It is against the Rider of the white
horse, who is The Prince of Peace, the King of
kings and Lord of lords. Also, Revelation
16:13-16 shows under what influences the na-
tions and their rulers are gathering to the show-
down fight with the Rider of the white horse at
Armageddon, It is under the irresistible urging
and guidance of the invisible demonic part of
the world conspiracy. There is only one way
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for men and women as individuals to shake off
that influence and avoid being overtaken by
that coming sudden destruetion, and that is to
pay strict attention to God’s Word. Only thus
will they be hid and come through Armageddon
alive. (Zephaniah 2:3) At Almageddon the
sudden destruction to the world conspiraey and
all its criers of ‘Peace and safety’ will remove
the last barrier to mankind’s living on earth
without fear of disturbance and harm. It will
purge the universe of the great conspirator and
disturber, Satan the Devil, “the god of this
world.” (Revelation 20: 1—3) No international
human combine could bring about this all-
essential purging, but the mpo~tle Paul assures
all Christians, at Romans 16:20: “The God of
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet short-
ly.” At this bruising of Satan’s head by the God
of peace and by his Prince of Peace, first then
will come “peace on earth to men of good will”
and with it “glory to God in the highest”.

RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE

We are not to suppose that this will be just
a spiritual peace in a world of turmoil, such as
religion brags she has given to the people of
this world. The peace such as religion has giv-
en is not what the people want, for it has not
satisfied them. That which the Prince of Peace
will introduce in the new world will be real and
satisfying. His government will be a kingdom
of righteousness. God has made him the royal
“priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek”;
and the name “Melchizedek” means “King of
righteousness”.
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The original Melchizedek who was the proto-
type of the Prince of Peace was king of Salem.
Concerning him the apostle Paul makes this ex-
planation: “First being by interpretation King
of righteousness, and after that also King of
Salem, which is, King of peace.” (Hebrews
7:1,2; Psalm 110:4) Christ Jesus, in his ca-
pacity as High Priest of God and by means of
his redemptive sacrifice for mankind, will bring
all his obedient subjects on earth the peace of
God that passes all understanding because of
the forgiveness and actual taking away of their
sins. By his all-power in heaven and in earth
he will set up institutions of righteousness up-
on the earth and will enforce the rule of right-
eousness among all men everywhere. He will
cultivate in their hearts the unselfish love of
what is right and just. This will cause peace to
come forth in response and to unite with right-
eousness as its inseparable. companion.

Consequently, regarding the merciful reign
of Jehovah’s King it is foretold: “Surely his
salvation is nigh them that fear himj that glory
may dwell in our land. Merey and truth are met
together; righteousness and peace have kissed
each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth;
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
Yea, the Lorp [Jehovah] shall give that which
is good; and our land shall yield her inerease.
Righteousness shall go before him; and shall
set us in the way of his steps.” (Psalm 85: 9-13)
Peace and prosperity will be certain to accom-
pany the enforcement of truth and uprightness
in the earth by the King of kings after the de-
struction of the world conspiracy. Hence it is
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writfen: “Behold, a king shall reign in right-
eousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.
Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness,
and righteousness remain in the fruitful field,
And the work of righteousness shall be peace;
and the effect of righteousness quietness and
assurance for ever. And my people shall dwell
in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings,
and in quiet resting places.” (Isaiah 32:1,16-18)
Then the “men of good will” that live, begin-
ning with those that survive the battle of Ar-
mageddon alive, will hearken to Jehovah’s com-
mandments through his reigning King, Christ
Jesus, Then their peace will be as a mightily
flowing river and their righteous acts will be as
the countless waves of the sea.—Isaiah 48: 18,

This is not all imagination born of wishfal
thinking. It is a reality at the door. It is as
sure to come as the fact that the child who was
to be called “The Prince of Peace” was born in
Bethlehem centuries ago. Out of his birth far-
reaching results were predicted to come. Many
such have already come. Long ago his growing
to manhood and his preaching that the kingdom
of heaven is at hand brought great light to the
peoples walking in darkness and dwelling in
the shadow of death. (Isaiah 9:1,2; Matthew
4:12-17) Now, at the year 1914, he came into
his kingdom aceording to God’s covenant. He
has thus been brought forth or born as the
rightful Ruler of a new world of righteousness.
The revelation of this fact from the Word of
God has brought light to present-day multitudes
walking in this world’s darkness and sitting
under the shadow of the destruction that awaits
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the world conspiracy. Therefore those who now
become the people of Jehovah God are being
multiplied and are increasing. They are re-
joicing in the establishment of his promised
kingdom by his Immanuel. Confidently they
look forward with joy to the early destruction
of all armaments and all instruments of bloody
warfare, to make way for peaceful living under
a King who will be a father to his subjects, giv-
ing them everlasting life on a paradise earth.

Listen to the prophecy to this effect. It was
written in a day of worldly conspiracies for the
benefit of us living in this time of the final
world conspiracy, and reads: “Thou [O Jeho-
vab God] hast multiplied the nation, thou hast
increased their joy: they joy before thee ac-
cording to the joy in harvest, as men rejoice
when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of
[their] burden, and the staff of [their] shoul-
der, the rod of {their] oppressor, thou hast
broken as in the day of Midian. For all the
armor of the armed man in the tumult, and the
garments rolled in blood, shall be for burning,
for fuel of fire. [WrY?] For unto us a child 1s
born, unto us a son.is given; and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince or Prace, Of
the increase of his government AND oF PEACE
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of
Jehovah of hosts will perform this.”—Isaiah
9:3-7, dm. Stan. Ver.
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Everlasting peace by the Government of The
Prince of Peace is a certainty in the near fu-
ture. Jehovah’s zeal and jealous care will never
let this fail. He will perform it to vindicate his
word and his universal sovereignty. Those to-
day who appreciate the meaning of the human
birth of the Prince of Peace nineteen centuries
ago will now not be deceived. They will not put
their reliance upon a world conspiracy of men
for permanent peace, security and prosperity,
only to experience bitter disappointment in the
end. They will avoid destruction with such
world conspiracy by exercising faith in Jehovah
God. They will honor him by waiting upon him
to carry through his purpose to its glorious
finish soon. They will now take their stand for
the everlasting Government of His Prince of
Peace, and will pray and wait for it to bring
in an eternal reign of peace with unfading glory
to Jehovah God.




Wavntng

“Say ye not, A conspiracy, conceriing all where-
of this people shall say, A conspiracy; neither
fear ye their fear, nor be in dread thereof.”
—Isaiah 8:12, dmerican Standard Version.

JEHOVAH warns all persons seeking last-
ing life and happiness in a righteous new
world against the old-world conspiracy or con-
federacy. Those who fear him follow his warn-
ing. Such ones alone will remain firm and un-
moved now when we see the corrupt, unsatis-
factory old world taking the course leading to
its destruction. All peoples, and particularly
their rulers and leaders, are under a crushing
tyranny of fear of the future. Under the goad-
ings of ‘fear men are being driven to throw in
their fate with the old-world conspiracy. A
warning, the warning of Jehovah God, is due
to all peoples, because that world conspiracy
is against the everlasting good and happiness
of all humankind. It is doomed, for God’s
always-true prophetic Word that correctly fore-
told the formation of this conspiracy also fore-
warned of the destruction of it and of all in it.

The conspiracy cannot win against the One
against whom it is formed. In its disappointing
failure it will draw upon this world and its peo-
ples a disaster from the ruins of which this old
world will never recover. Therefore no one can
afford to yield to the lash of fear or to be de-

33
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ceived by the worldly-wise attractiveness of the
conspiracy, if such one hopes to escape the sure-
coming disaster. Unshakable trust in Jehovah
God, and with it a confidence in his Word as our
Guide, must now be exercised. These are our
only strength against becoming drawn into the
old-world conspiracy and its destruction in the
universal war of Armageddon,. .

Today we are face to face with a world situa-
tion and its influences such as were miniatured
for us in the days of the kingdom of Judah un-
der its new king, Ahaz. That was eight centu-
ries ahead of our common era. For our guid-
ance in this most critical time of human history
the record of that was preserved by the mighty
hand of Him who unerringly foresaw the fu-
ture. In the light of this record we see clearly
the issues at stake today and the only sure way
of being on the winning side, where we can sur-
vive into the new world of righteousness. The
special warning and guiding tebtlmony are giv-
en to us in the wordq of Isatah, the outstanding
prophet in the days when Ahaz ruled over the
kingdom of Judah.

The words of Isaiah are of higher value to
us now than all the words of the foremost
statesmen and religious leaders today. It is be-
cause Isaiah was a plain-speaking prophet of
Jehovah God and his words were spoken under
the power of God’s spirit or irresistible force.
In his days the, “civilized” earth, and especially
the kingdom of Judah, was threatened by an
ambitious, conscienceless world power seeking
for world domination, as well as threatened by
international conspiracy. In this day we are
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threatened by a world system which threatens
to swallow up all humankind, and the forces for
pushing all men into the international conspir-
acy against the very kingdom of Jehovah God
are increasing in strength and impressiveness.
Hence, being under the pressure of world con-
diticns like to but far more consequential than
those which caused Isaiah to give the warning
and testimony in his day, we do well to con-
sider his words and their historical background.
For this reason we invite our readers to care-
fully consider the article that now follows.

Partial interior view of Cleveland Stadium during the
course of the Glad Nations Theocratic Assembly, at which
“Fearless Against the World Conspiracy” and “The Prince

of Peace” were delivered.



Fearless ?‘\gai,ns‘c the
World Conspi,vacy

T IS not a safe rule to go along with the people

and to be herded with them en masse into power-
ful movements of the times. Even in an orderly and
well-regulated democracy the majority of the people
have again and again been wrong. In the days of the
prophet Noah before the global flood the whole mass
of humanity was wrong, with but eight exceptions.
Those eight, Noah and his little household, were right,
due to no human wisdom of their own, but because
they went along with God, who is always right. By
his prophet Isaizh, Jehovah sends a warning of a
different kind of flood to religions Christendom today,
in these words: “And Jehovah spake unto me yet
again, saying, Forasmuch as this people have refused
the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in
Rezin and Remalial’s son ; now therefore, behold, the
Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the River,
strong and many, even the king of Assyria and all
his glory: and it shall eome up over all its channels,
and go over all its banks; and it shall sweep onward
into Judsah; it shall overflow and pass through; it
shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out
of its wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Im-
manuel . ”—Isaiah 8:5-8, Am. Stan. Ver.

To find out what it is today that compares with
the people’s rejoicing in Rezin and Remaliah’s son
and refusing the waters of Shiloah, we have to get
the ancient setting of Isaiah’s words. The waters of
Shiloah flowed in a small stream from a spring, known

36
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today as the Virgin’s spring, just outside the east wall
of Jerusalem, It appears that in the days of Ahaz,
king of Jerusalem, there was some means prepared
for conducting the waters from this spring to a pool
inside the eity of Jerusalem. Thus the waters of
Shiloah furnished part of the water supply for this
capital ecity of the kingdom of Judah. This small
stream seems to be that which is meant at Psalm 46: 4,
in these words: “There is a river, the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of
the tahernacles of the Most High.” Thus the waters
of Shiloah were associated with the capital eity where
Jehoval’s anointed king of the house of David sat
upon the throne. At the time Ahaz, although un.
faithful to Jehovah God, was permitted to sit upon
ihis throne of the house of David, he being 1he twelfth
of the line of kings descended from King David.
This mercy was extended to King Ahaz because of
the solemmn compact or covenant that Jchovah God
made with King David beeause of David’s faith and
loyalty.

According to this covenant for the kingdom God
said to David: “Thine hounse and thy kingdom shall
be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall
be established for ever”” (2 Samuel 7:16) Further-
more God said: “My merey will T keep for him for
evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with
him. His seed alse will I make to endure for cver,
and his throne as the days of heaven, If his children
[such as King Ahaz] forsake my law, and walk not
in my judgments; if they break my statutes, and
keep not my commandments; then will I visit their
transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with
stripes. Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not
utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to
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fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips.” (Psalm 89:28-34) That
covenant with David’s house finds its final and com-
plete fulfillment in the great Son of David, the Moes-
siah, namely, the Christ. He becomes the perpetual
Heir of this covenant of the everlasting kingdom, re-
gardless of the imperfect, faulty conduct of the kings
of David’s house who sat upon the throne of ancient
Jerusalem. Therefore the “waters of Shiloah” repre-
sent the waters of truth eoncerning God’s covcnant
governing the Messianic kingdom. Those waters rep-
resent the divine promise that Messiah, the great
Prince in the kingdom of God, would eome through
the linc of faithful King David and through no other
royal line.

The waters of Shiloah, in King Ahaz’ day, were
accustomned to “go softly”, that is, gently, in a small
trickle. So, in saving that “this people” refused such
waters of Shiloah, God meant that the people were
rejeeting (lod’s eovenant with David’s house for the
kingdom, because then, in Ahaz’ day, it looked so
small, weak and lacking in force, and held out little
promise of realization. The kingdom of Judah under
King Ahaz was a very small and feeble-jooking king-
dom. It seemed 1o be easy to be erushed by the hostile
powers of this world. Hence, instead of the house of
David with its promise of the coming Messiah Prince,
“this people” preferred to have a human rule which
gave no promise of the Messiah.

Who were “this people” that thus turned their backs
against Jehovah’s kingdom covenant? It was the nat-
ural brethren 6f the kingdom of Judah, but which
brethren to the extent of ten tribes had separated
from the twelve fribes of Israel and had set up a
kingdom of their own. After the death of King
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Solomon, the son of David, these ten tribes had broken
away to set up their kingdom under a king not of
the line of David. Their new kingdom came to be
called “the kingdom of Israel” as distinet from “the
kingdom of Judah”. In the first four years of King
Ahaz’ rule over the kingdom of Judah the man who
was the king over the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel was
named “Pekah” and was the son of Remaliah. (2 Kings
15: 25-27) The kingdom of Isracl under Pekah might
have acted as brethren to the small kingdom of Fudah
under Ahaz, but did not do so. It showed no respect
for Jehoval’s kingdom covenant with the house of
David. In fact, the kingdom .of Isracl had officially
departed from the worship of Jehovah God and had
set up a political religion, a state religion, by the
worship of golden calves and later by the worship
of the false god Baal and other heathenish gods.
—1 Kings 12:26-33; 16: 27-33,

Bordering the kingdom of Israel on the northeast
lay the kingdom of Syria. These Syrians were dis-
tantly related to the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel. But they too held no respeet for Jehovah’s
kingdom covenant with the house of David at Jeru-
salem; they despised it. When King Ahaz began to
reign, the ruler of the kingdom of Syria was named
“Rezin”, Why now did “this people” of Israel re-
joice in this Rezin as well as in their own Israelite
king, Pekah the son of Remaliah? It was because
Rezin showed contempt for the kingdom of Judah
with whose king the kingdom ecovenant of Jehovah
was bound. In the days of Jotham, the father of
King Ahaz, the kingdom of Israel and the kingdom
of Syria formed an aggressive eonfederacy against
the kingdom of Judah and its king of the house of
David., The Bible history says: “In those days the
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Lorp began to send against Judah Rezin the king of
Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah. And Jotham
slept with his fathers, and was burited with his fa-
thers in the city of David his father: and Ahaz his
son reigned in his stead.”—2 Kings 15: 37, 38.

In the days of King Ahaz the two enemy kings,
Rezin of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah of
Israel, combined their powers still more aggressively.
The Bible history tells of the unfaithfulness of Xing
Ahaz to Jehovah (God and next says: “Then Rezin
king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah king of
Israel came up to Jerusalem to war: and they be-
sieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him.” (2 Kings
16:5) We read of God’s displeasure at that time
with King Ahaz in these words: “Wherefore the Lorp
his God delivered him into the hand of the king of
Syria; and they smote him, and carried away a great
multitude of them captives, and brought them to
Damascus [the capital eity of Syria]. And he was
also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel,
who smote him with a great slaughter. For Pekah the
son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and
twenty thousand in one day, which were all valiant
men ; because they had forsaken the Lorp God of their
fathers. . . . And the children of Israel carried away
captive of their brethren two hundred thousand,
women, sons, and daughters, and took also away much
spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria
[eapital city of the kingdom of Israei].” (2 Chronicles
28:5.8) Thus God’s kingdom covenant seemed to be
in peril.

MODERN COUNTERPART

That was an ancient pattern of things due to take
place now. In our days, then, we look for the counter.
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part. We find it plainly, in Christendom. Let us all
keep in mind that Jehovah’s covenant for the King-
dom has never been called back or blotted out. It
holds good now, this year. The great Son of David,
with a view to whom the Kingdom covenant was
made with David, has become the everlasting Heir
of the covenant. That one is Christ Jesus, a royal
descendant of King David aceording to his human
birth. At the time that the angel of God foretold his
birth, the angel said to his earthly mother: “Behold,
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be
great, and shail be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne
of his father David: and he shall rcign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end.” (Luke 1:30-33) Hence in his man-
hood Christ Jesus, being anointed with God’s spirit,
went about among the Jews preaching, “The kingdom
of heaven is at hand.” Lest this Jesus should prove
to be the real heir of Jehovah’s covenant, Satan the
Devil as the great adversary of God’s kingdom had
him put to death by the very ones that claimed to he
the “children of the kingdom”.~-Matthew 8:12; 21 :43.

When Almighty God raised up Christ Jesus from
the dead, then He confirmed to him the mercifully-
made Kingdom covenant with David. To prove this,
the apostle Panl said to the Jews: “We deelare unto
you glad tidings, how that the promise which was
made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same
unto us their children, in that he hath raised up
Jesus again ; as it is also written in the second psalm
[of David], Thou art my Son, this day have 1 be-
gotten thee. And as concerning that he raised him
up from the dead, now no more to return to corrup-
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tion, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure
mercies of David.”-Acts 13: 22, 23, 32-34 ; Isaiah 55:3.

At his ascension to the right hand of his Father
in heaven this resurrected Son of David did not at
onec begin to exercise the power of the Kingdom
against all his enemies and for the henefit of his
friends and followers. He had to wait until the “times
of the Gentiles” ended, before all his enemies would be
debased and made his footstool. (Iebrews 10: 12, 13)
Then ke would actively enter upon his duties as the
Heir and Acting King of the divine eovenant for the
Kingdom, By all the many events from and after
A.D. 1914 in fulfillment of Bible propheey, and which
have repeatedly been published in the WATCHTOWER
publications, the “times of the Gentiles” ended in
1914, the first year of World War 1. At that time
the everlasting Heir of the Kingdom covenant was
clothed with royal power and authority from God to
act. He no longer waits, but since 1914 that King-
dom covenant is being actively carried out in vindi-
cation of the name and universal sovereignty of
Jehovah God.

Isaiah of old was a faithful witness of Jehovah
God. Like him the present-day witnesses of Jehovah
are standing lined up back of Jehovah’s kingdom
covenant with Christ Jesus. They are proclaiming to
all the nations that this coverant gives the only title
to the rulership over the everlasting new world of
righteousness. The 2,520 years of domination of the
earth by Gentile kingdoms ended in 1914, and not
a single one of earth’s human rulers since then has
imherited the title to rulership by the Kingdom cove-
nant, but Christ Jesus has the title. Therefore Jeho-
vah’s witnesses today declare that it is now high time
for all humankind, both pelitical, religious rulers and
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the common people alike, to recognize Christ Jesus
as the rightful Heir and King of the righteous new
world. Because their numbers are so few and they are
so lowly in the eycs of all Christendom, the proclama-
tion by Jehovah’s witnesses of the Kingdom of Jeho-
vah’s eovenant with his anointed King seems like the
trickling, soft-going waters of Shiloah. But, all the
same, the truths thus proelaimed quench our spiritual
thirst, They revive all those who give allegiance to
the heavenly Jerusalem, Zion, which is the capital
organization of Jehovah’s universal sovereignty.

Jehovah’s witnesses by their consceration to God
and by following in the steps of His reigning King
are the brethrem of Christ. All the religionists of
Christendom, particularly her clergymen Catholic
and Protestant, claim, too, to be related to Christ as
his brethren. By their claim they profess to be spirit-
ual Israelites. But does “this people” of Christendom
gladly eome to the spiritual “waters of Shiloah” and
drink of such Kingdom truths and rejoice in tiie ful-
filled Kingdom covenant? Do they act in obedienee
to God’s invitation by His witnesses: “Be glad, ye
nations, with his people” %—Romans 15:10, Rother-
ham.

No; not according to the way they have treated
the small number of Jehovah’s witnesses and their
reessage since 1914! They have determinedly refused
the Kingdom. They have eombined in opposition to
the educational activities of Jehovah’s witnesses
among the people and have perseeuted these. Acting
80, they show beyond all denying by themselvey that
they “rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son”. That is
to say, they rejoice in the international eonspiracy
of rulers and governors against Jehovahs kingdom
covenant with Christ Jesus. They rejoice in rulers,
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governors and leaders who, like Rezin and Pekah,
are not in God’s kingdom covenant and not worship-
ing Jehovah as God. Instead, such rulers joinily op-
pose the covenant’s fulfillment and fight against the
small number of Jehovah’s witnesses who give alle-
giance to only the Heir of that covenant. The com-
mon people join in, either actively or morally, in the
religious efforts to silence or nullify the message
these witnesses proclaim and to wipe them out or
take them captive by concentration eamps, prisons,
boyeotts and laws depriving them of free worship.
The record that these opposers and persecutors have
made from and after A.D. 1914 stands as a testimony
against them and fully convicts them.—See “Be Glad,
Ye Nations”, poges 32-62.

Such wrongly-based rejoicing of “this people” of
Christendom today will not go unpunished by the
great Author of the Kingdom covenant. We must
either choose and rejoice in the Kingdom or be de-
stroyed. Since sueh professed people of Jod do not
rejoice in the Kingdom and its message, like the soft-
going “waters of Shiloah”, therefore God will bring
upon thern the destruetive hosts of Satan’s world or-
ganization as pictured by the “king of Assyria and
all his glory”. There are various parts making up
Satan’s organization. God Almighty will maneuver
these so that they will fight against one another to
destroy, beginning Arst with the ecommercial and
political elements against the religious element. As-
syria, in the days of Ahaz, Pekah and Rezin, was an
expanding empire. It is used in the Bible as a symbol
or picture of the Devil’s world, Satan the Devil be-
ing himself pietured by the mighty king of Assyria.
The Assyrian empire then lay along the Euphrates
river, that broad, muddy 1,780-mile-long river which
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yearly overflows its banks. The aggressive, totalitarian-
minded, military hosts of Assyria in overrunning the
couniry are therefore well compared with the Eu-
phrates floodwaters, when Isaiah 8:7, 8 says: “There-
fore the Lord lets loose on [this people] the strong,
full surge of the Fuphrates [not running softly like
the trickling ‘waters of Shiloal’, but] overflowing all
its channels, brimming over all its banks, swirling
onwards, flooding Judah, flooding it up to the neck.
But the Lord’s wings outstretched shall cover the
country from side to side; for ‘God is with us’.”
—Moffatt,

Let not Christendom think she will be able to es-
cape this mighty flood of destruction at the battle of
Armageddon, She will no more escape than did the
kingdom of Israel and the kingdom of Syria in the
days of the Assyrian emperors Shalmaneser and
Sargon. The certainty of her being overflowed is
strengthened by the fact that Jehovah had the com-
ing destruction predicted repeatedly by the prophet.
Also he had the prophet give an advance sign of
its coming.

Isaiah tells of it, saying: “And Jehovah said unto
me, Take thee a great tablet, and write upon it with
the pen of a man, For Maher-shalal-hash-baz {mean-
ing, The spoil speedeth, the prey hasteth]; and I
will take unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah
the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah, And
T went unto the prophetess; and she eonceived, and
bare a son. Then said Jehovah unto me, Call his name
Maher-shalal-hash-baz. For before the child shall have
knowledge to ery, My father, and, My mother, the
richcs of Damaseus [eapital of Syria] and the
spoil of Samaria [capital of the kingdom of Israel]
shall be carried away before the king of Assyria.”
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(Tsaiah 8:1-4, Am. Stan. Ver.) Where Isaiah posted
the big board with the fateful words on it we are
not told, but there were witnesses to it, The message
of divine judgment engraved upon the signboard was
served upon two prominent official servants under
King Ahaz, namely, the high priest and another man
then well known. These could easily notify the king
of the short but significant message of judgment di-
rected against the two kingdoms that werc assaulf-
ing the kingdom of Judah, nameiy, Syria and Israel.

Not only was the message posted on a large board,
but at the birth of Isaiah’s seccond son the message
was given to him as his name. If now the divine mes-
sage fatled of fulfillment, then Isaiah’s son would be
subjecet to continual reproach for bearing such name,
and his father Isaiah would be under continual em-
barrassment as a false prophet. But Jehovah God did
not let that happen.

The name “Maher-shalal-hash-baz” meant “the spoil
specdeth, the prey hasteth”, that is, against Syria
and Israel, The message contained in the name was
especially meant to strengthen faith in Jehovah God
and in the certainty of his deliverance of his people
from these enemics. The Israclites hearing of this
message against them might seoff at it as predicting
too mueh too quickly; it would not come in their
day. The people of Judah, however, were meant to
be stopped by the message against taking hasty action
in the wrong direction, toward any compromise with
worldly powers, If they would only wait upon the
Lord God, the two kings who were attacking their
country would be put out of the way. Before Isalah’s
newborn son would be able to address him as “My
father” or to say “My mother”, King Rezin and King
Pekah the son of Remaliah would be disposed of by
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the king of Assyria. That would mean, ordinarily,
within three years’ time at most. And so it actually
came to pass, for in the fourth year of the rule of
King Ahaz both those ¢nemy kings were killed and
their countries were spoiled by the mighty Tiglath-
pileser, king of Assyria. (2 Kings 15:27-30; 16:9;
1 Chroniecles 5:26) Isaiah was vindicated as a true
prophet, and his strangely named son became a won-
derful sign in all the land. The spoil of Israel and
of Syria did speed, and the making of them a prey
to the Assyrian did hasten according to God’s own
time as foretold by Isaiah.

The removal of King Pekah, however, was not the
end of the Assyrian military flood over the land of
the kingdom of Isracl. About twelve years later the
Agsyrian hosts of Shalmancser swept over the land
like a destructive river, and at the end of a three-
year siege Samaria, the capital eity, was destroyed
and the Israelites were carried off as captive slaves
into the land of Assyria.

About fourteen yecars later, in 732 B.C., the As-
syrian ambitions for more territories and domination
led the militery flood to sweep southward again.
This time it surged into the land of the kingdom of
Judah, over which good King Hezekiah now ruled.
Matters looked disastrous, as if the king of the house
of David would be overthrown, beeause the Assyrian
flood reached, so to speak, “even to the neck” Evi-
dently that meant, up to the capital city, Jerusalem,
where the hcad of the kingdom of Judah sat en-
throned. But the kingdom was saved for the honse
of David, because King Hezekiah and his faithful
counselor, the prophet Isaiah, put full trust in the
Lord God. Jebovah God spread his wings of power
and protection over the land of the kingdom of Judah,
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and he brushed the Assyrian flood led by mighty king
Sennacherib back to whence it had come. In one night
the angel of Jehovah God slew 185,000 of Sennach-
erib’s hosts as they were encamped before Libnah,
about twenty-five miles southwest of Jerusalem.
(2 Kings 19: 35-37) Thereafter there was never again
an Assyrian flood-peril in the land of Judah. Hence
both King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah eould
triumphantly ery out, “Immanuel !’ that is te say,
“God is with us! God had delivered his peoplet
Today the people of Jehovah hold fast to his cove-
nant for the Kingdom and therefore give their un-
wavering allegiance to his King reigning on the heav-
enly Zion. But Isaial’s prophecy warns them that the
final flood of the antitypical king of Assyria, Satan
the Devil, with all his world forces, will sweep against
them in all parts of the earth. The purpose behind
this onrush of enemy waters of the postwar world
under Satan is to sweep away or overwhelm every-
one that does not eonform himself to the world’s
political and religious ideas. It will be just hefore
the universal battle of Armageddon is due o break
out. Although the flood appears up to the neck and
about ready to submerge the organization of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses npon the earth, they must not yield
to fear. They will trust in the covert of Jehovah’s
wings. (Psalm 61:4) They will have confidence in
Isaial’s words uttered long ago in the face of like
danger: “And the stretching out of bis wings shall
fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.”’-Isaiah 8: 8.
In proof that Jehovah God would be with them at
this supreme crisis of his people on earth, he eansed
the name “Immanuel” to be given prophetically to
his only-begotten Son, Christ Jesus, who is the Heir
of the everlasting Kingdom covenant. (Isaiah 7:14;
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Matthew 1:23) The Hebrew name “Immanuel” means
“God is with us”; that is to say, the God who confers
the title to the Kingdom covenant upon his Son
Christ Jesus will be with his people in the time of
crisis. He will be for them and will protect them by
his power exercised through his King whose name
“Immanuel” assures us that God is backing us up
and will preserve us. All those who are in Immanuel’s
“land” by rendering him their unqualified allegiance
and serving him do not need to fear, therefore, as
they draw nearer to the battle of Armageddon and
see the oncoming flood of the hosts of the antitypical
Assyrian, Satan the Devil. They will have no doubt
as to whose side will win, for they will shout, “God
is with us.” With such faith, they will not be swept
off their feet by the overflowing flood of worldliness
into becoming opposers of Jehovah and his King.
They will stand firm and will see Jehovah’s salvation
and his decisive vietory over all of Satan’s world
organization and its troops.

THE CONSPIRACY AN INEVITABLE FAILURE

The great Assyrian, Satan the Devil, knows what
his objectives are in these crucial days upon this
world of which he is the prince. (John 14:30) The
nations of this world may not realize or appreciate
the direction in which they are irresistibly being
steered by an unseen, superhuman power; but Sa-
tan their god and controller knows whither he and
his demons are gathering the nations. Since Jehovah’s
enthronement of his King of the house of David in
the heavens A.D. 1914 Satan has been cast out of the
heavens and all his demon hosts with him, (Revela-
tion 12:1-13,17) As for him, the situation now ealls
for all-out war, by his total world, against Jehovah’s
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King of the new world, who has eome to power ac-
cording to the everlasting covenant for the Kingdom.
Therefore Satan organizes all the nations of earth
into a resistance bloe not to accept Jehovah’s King
but to arm themselves for the fray at Armageddon.

Jehovah foresaw this international organized re-
sistance against his Kingdom after its establishment
over this earth. Henee he foretold it as due in these
postwar times. By his prophet Isaiah he puts these
defiant words into the mouths of his witnesses whose
eyes he has opened wide to see what the Devil and his
earthly nations are up to: “Make an uproar, O ye
peoples, and be broken in pieces; and give ear, all
ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and be broken
in pieces; gird yourselves, and be broken in pieces.
Take counsel together, and it shall be brought to
nought ; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for
God is with us.” (Isaiah 8:9,10, Am. Sten. Ver.;
Rotherham) God desires that the peoples and coun-
tries that are afar off from him and his favor should
know that he sees what they are attempting to do
and that he foredooms it to failure. And so he serves
notice upon them by His witnesses, saying (according
to another proper translation): “Take knowledge,
you peoples afar; give ear, all you distant parts of
the earth! Gird yourselves, and be dumbfounded;
gird yourselves, and be dumbfounded ! Plan a plan—
it shall ecome to nought; speak a8 word—it shall not
stand! For God is with us.” (Isaiah 8:9, 10, An Amer.
Trans.; Septuagint) Let all who do not want to plan
a failure take heed!

Today it is eommon knowledge that the nations are
girding themselves, binding themselves into a world
union for strength. In foretelling this, Jehovah God
twice mentions them as girding, and with the same
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result to each girding. This seems to foretell two
efforts at world union by all the nations and coun-.
tries. Remarkably, we are now living at the time when
the second girding has been effected. Fiven during
the dark days of World War I the Allied Nations
were talking of a League of Nations, and immediately
after the close of that war in 1918 the nations, at
their assembly in peace conference, made part of
the peace terms the founding of a League of Nations.
In 1920 the League of Nations went into operation.
By 1935 sixty of the nations joined. But shortly the
League of Nations members and statesmen were
thrown into comsternation and were dumfounded
and the League of Nations was broken in pieccs, by
the machinations of WNazi-Fascist-religious forees,
which finally embroiled the world in the total war
of 1939-1945. Even the pushers and backers of the
old League of Nations admit that it failed and was
shattered. Once again, before the global second World
War was over, the nations allied against the Nazi-
Fascist-religious aggressors dQiscussed the regirding
of the nations within a second but stronger league.
Before the European conflict ended in June, 1945,
fifty nations assembled at San Franecisco, California,
and drew up the Charter of a new organization known
as the United Nations. And before the year was out
the Charter was adopted by the needed members and
majority of nations, and the organization of the Unit-
ed Nations came into existence and began to.get or-
ganized and take form. The hopes of this world are
pinned to this UN.

‘What shall Jehovab’s witnesses say of this second
girding of the worldly nations and its fate? Shall
they agree with the enthusiastic proponents of this
world-girding organization? Shall we agree with its
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first secretary-general, who assures the world that
‘the United Nations will not fail as did the League
of Nations after the first World War’? Speaking on
June 9, 1946, at the automotive industry’s golden
jubilee in Detroit, Michigan, he said: “The world is
in a serious mess and, what is equally important, the
world knows it. We are grimly determined not only
to put the world back where it was. We know that
the world as it existed was just not good enough.
That is one reason why we had the last war. This
time we are going far, far ahead of where we were
before. We are going to do this with the co-operation
of the individual nations, backed by the massed sup-
port of the people, We cannot fail, we will not fail.”
—New York Times, June 10, 1946, pages 1 and 10.
To this, what shall those who trust in God rather
than in the regirded nations and peoples say? If Je-
hoval’s witnesses are HIS witnesses, then they will
be courageous and fearless enough to reply in His
own words to the nations, countries and peoples:
“Though you should again become strong; with con-
sternation you shall again be stricken, and what
counsel soever you may take, the Lord will defeat it;
and what word soever you may speak shall not take
effect among you; because God is with us.” (Isaiah
8:9, 10, Septuagint, translation by C. Thomson) God
is not with the international uniting of this old world.
He is with those who are on the side of the royal
Inheritor of his Kingdom covenant, the King of Je-
hovah’s new world of righteousness. No strongly
girded world-union, no counsel, plan or plot, and no
word of men of this world, shall prosper and suceeed
against Jehovah’s now reigning King of His new
world. We accept in all good faith the inspired prov.
erb which says: “There is no wisdom nor under-
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standing nor counsel against Jehovah. The [war-]
horse is prepared against the day of battle; but vie-
tory is of Jehovah.” (Proverbs 21:30, 31, Am. Sian.
Ver.) In the battle of Armageddon, toward which all
the worldly nations are marching, the plans, plots,
schemes and boastful words of the old-world organiz-
ers will not stand. They will come to nothing, and
Jehovah God Most High will gain the victory for the
new world which He creates by his kingdom.

The peoples do not realize the ulterior objective of
the world organization for pcace and security of the
nations. True, the United Nations organization has
the approval and support and blessing of all the reli-
gions of Christendom. Nevertheless, the peoples do
not see that the new eonfederacy of the nations is
against the kingdom of Jehovah God whieh now oper-
ates through his King, Christ Jesus, since the close
of the Gentile times A.D. 1914. The hidden but real
intent of the new international organization was fore-
shadowed by the purpose of the international com-
bination twenty-six centuries ago in the day of King
Ahaz of the royal house of David. In his days the
kingdom of Syria made an aggressive alliance with
the kingdom of Israel headed by the tribe of Ephraim.
What wag the aim of this league of nations? It is
laid bare to us in the following historical record of
Isaiah: “And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz
the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah,
that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of
Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem Lo
war against it; but could not prevail against it. And
it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is con-
federate with Ephraim [or the kingdom of Israel].
And [Ahaz’] heart trembled, and the heart of his
people, as the trees of the forest tremble with the
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wind.” (Isaiah 7:1,2, Am. Stan. Ver.) That record
exposes the international league as being against the
royal house of David.

So as to strip bare the definite purpose of the
ancient league, Jehovah God sent Isaiah with this
message to King Ahaz, who stood for the house of
David and who therefore eame under the benefits of
God’s kingdom covenant: “Because Syria, Ephraim,
and the son of Remaliah, have purposed evil against
thee, saying, Liet us go up against Judah, and vex it,
and let us make a breach therein for us, and set up
a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeel ; thus
saith the Lord Jehovah, It shall not stand, neither
shall it come to pass.” (Isaiah 7:8-7, Am. Stan. Ver.)
‘Who was that unnamed “son of Tabeel” whom the
king of Syria and the king of Ephraim (or Israel)
propesed to set on the throne of Jerusalem in place
of Ahaz? He was certainly not a royal descendant of
David’s house! Certainly not a man through whom
God’s eovenant for the Kingdom was passed along
down until it found its permanent heir in Christ
Jesus! The “son of Tabeel” was to be their man, and
not God’s man or appointee, on the throne of the
kingdom of Judah. By this puppet king they were to
bring the kingdom of Judah into the league of na-
tions with them. Therefore the devilish purpose of
that international conspiracy is uncovered. It is ex-
posed to be to stop the operation of Jehoval’s cove-
nant for the Kingdom with the house of David.

Since Jehovabh’s ecovenant for the Kingdom is be-
yond overthrow by any power, human or devilish,
that anecient international conspiracy did not stand.
Its foul plot did not come to pass. Almighty God
brought it to nought. (Isaiah 7:8,9) He did this, not
for the sake of Ahaz, who was an unfaithful king,



FEARLESS AGAINST THE WORLD CONSPIRACY 55

but for His own name’s sake and for the vindication
of His word contained in his Kingdom covenant.

NO JOINING IN THE CONSPIRACY

The record discloses that Ahaz’ heart trembled at
the conspiracy, What now should he do? Should he
now fear men and nations of men, and should he
copy their methods of conspiracy? For self-defense
should he adopt their policy of making a confedera-
tion or g league with the nations of this world and
thus “meet fire with fire”? Lacking faith in Jechovah,
King Ahaz chose the way of this world. He appealed
to this world for help. He entered into a eonspiracy
with the king of Assyria by paying him to come to
his aid and deliver him from the international eom-
bine of Syria and Ephraim (or Israel). Although
this gave King Ahaz temporary relief, it did not
work out for permanent good. It led to international
entanglements with this world and to new diffieulties
and distresses. (2 Kings 16: 7-20; 2 Chronicles 28: 16-
27) God did not bless that ecompromise with this
world, because it was contrary to faith in Jehovah
God and contrary to faith in the divine covenant
for the Kingdom.

Isaiah, that ancient witness of Jehovah, did not
agree with the course of Ahaz in making worldly
alliance for pcace and security. Neither do Jehoval’s
witnesses of today agree with that ruler’s course or
any course like it now. We ean no more go along with
the mass of the people in their misguided movement
in favor of the new international union than we can
go along with the people’s rulers in Christendom.
The Word of God is against joining in the popular
trend. The strong hand of the power of God came up-
on the prophet Isaiah to. inspire him and he wrote
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these words for our admonition in this world crisis:
“For Jehovah spake thus to me with a strong hand,
and instructed me not to walk in the way of this
people, saying, Say ye not, A conspiracy, concerning
all whereof this people shall say, A conspiracy;
neither fear ye their fear, nor be in dread thereof.
Jehovah of hosts, him shall ye sanctify; and let him
be your fear, and let him be your dread.”-—Isaiah
8:11-13, Am. Stan. Ver.

Everywhere we hear the people of Christendom
speaking in favor of the postwar conspiracy, this
League of Nations creature that has now come up
out of the bottomless pit into which it was shoved by
World War II. (Revelation 17:8-11} What shall
those believers in Jehovah God do who stand in favor
of his Kingdom covenant and its permanent Heir
now reigning in the heavens? The Nazi-Fascist-
religious conspiracy of certain nations during 1933-
1945 was directly in opposition to Jehovah’s kingdom
covenant and his Heir, It was in favor of putting the
conspirators’ selected ruler upon the throne of world
domination in a “new world order”, Hence that Nazi-
Faseist-religious conspiracy maliciously directed its
fire against Jehovah’s witnesses and tried to destroy
them in concentration ecamps and other places of tor-
ture and by religious persecutions and by govern-
mental oppressions throughout the nations of Chris-
tendom. In order that there may be no recurrence
of such dastardly efforts of the political-religious eon-
spirators against us, shall we now fear what the
people fear, namely, this new all-inclusive conspiraey
of nations of the postwar era? Shall we go over to it,
as Ahaz went over to the Assyrian world power? and
shall we speak in favor of it?



FEARLESS AGAINST THE WORLD CONSPIRACY 57

It is impossible for us to do so, because this post-
war conspiracy of the united nations is for world
peace and security by their own political, commereial,
social, military and religious institutions. It is a con-
spiracy against Jehovah’s kingdom covenant and its
everlasting Heir, Christ Jesus. It seeks to cxercise
the world domination under the great antitypical As-
syrian instead of letting the kingdom of Jehovah by
Christ Jesus dominate. The Bible is elear that there
is no common ground between this modern Assyrian
world power and the kingdom of Jehovah’s covenant
with his Christ. His witnesses will not fear it and
advocatle for it, no more than they feared the Nazi-
Faseist-religious conspiracy or feared the League of
Nations ereature that went into the abyss at the out-
break of World War II. This postwar peace-and-
security creature of the nations is the same creature
risen again from the abyss. Under no eompulsion will
the faithful Jehovah’s witnesses join in with the peo-
ple in saying, “A conspiracy, concerning all whereof
this people shall say, A conspiracy.” They stand forth
and declare stratghtforwardly in favor of Jehovah’s
Theoeratic Government by his Heir of the Kingdom
covenant. Jehovah of hosts is their fear, and not men
and devils, And Jehovah with his hosts of heaven is
the One whom they sanetify in their hearts and minds
as the One to dread.

STUMBLING AND OFFENSE
To go along with the peoples and nations in their
postwar policy of international unions and alliances
would mean to stumble over God’s ancinted King,
Christ Jesus. Both Jewry and all religious organiza-
tions of Christendom have stumbled and keep on
stumbling over Christ Jesus in his present capacity
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of Jehovah’s reigning King of the new world. And
in rejecting Christ Jesus as Jehovah’s Heir of the
Kingdom covenant they reject Jehovah God himself.

The Lord God foretold this through Isaiah, in these
words: “And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a
stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both
the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among them
shall sturoble, and fall, and be broken, and be snhared,
and be taken.” (Isaiah 8: 14, 15) This prophecy had
its first and small-secale fulfillment- at the appearing
of Jehovah’s Heir nineteen centuries ago, when Christ
Jesus appeared as a man, a son of the house of David,
and proved worthy of the right to the cverlasting
Kingdom. (Romans 9:32,33; 1 Corinthians 1:23;
1 Peter 2:4-8) The same prophecy has its final and
full-scale fulfillment now when he has aetually come
into the power of the Kingdom and wields the scepter
as the newly-enthroned King and Rightful Ruler of
the new world. Hence all those joining in or support-
ing the postwar conspiracy are being snared and
taken to their own destruection at the battle of Arma-
geddon. There the great Stone of stumbling and Rock
of offense will fall upon them and break the conspir-
acy and its backers to picces.—Daniel 2: 44, 45.

As for Jehovah’s witnesses and all who do not
stumble and take offense at their message that Christ
Jesus is the enthroned King to whom we now owe our
allegiance, Jehovah God and his King are for a sane-
tuary to all such. They will always hallow and wor-
ship these Higher Powers of all the universe, and
hence will obey them and not the men in the world
conspiracy. (Romans 13:1) They turn deaf ears to
the political and religious propaganda that pulls peo-
ples into the conspiracy. More, they take carefnl heed
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to the testimony and law which the Lord God has
provided for the disciples of .his anointed King in
these days. Concerning this the prophet Isaiah next
says: “Bind thou up the testimony, seal the law among
my diseiples. And I will wait for Jehovah, that hideth
his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for
him. Behold, I and the chiidren whom Jehovah hath
given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel
from Jehovah of hosts, who dwelleth in mount Zion.”
—TIsaiah 8:16.18, Am. Stan. Ver.

Jehovah’s testimony by Isaiah concerning all these
things and His law of action to govern our course of
conduet when these things come true have been faith-
fully preserved Tor us. They have becn bound up and
sealed as the exclusive treasure of His witnesses under
Christ, “the faithful and true witness.” Christendom
does not hold and understand such law and testimony.
Hence Jehovah’s witnesses are the ones now found
to be making known such law and testimony, which
He has ecommitted to them for use now. By so doing,
they make such law and testimony known to all na-
tions for a witness, All the faithful disciples of Jeho-
vah’s King, Christ Jesus, therefore, are for signs and
wonders in present-day Christendom, from which God
has turned away his face of favor. They will thus
be like Isaiah and his sons, Shear-jashub and Maher-
shalal-hash-baz, and possibly a third son named “Im-
manuel”. The apostle Paul tells us that, in the proph-
et’s relationship of father to these soms with such
meaningful names, Isaiah was a type of Christ Jesus,
{Hebrews 2:13) Hence the diseiples of Christ must
now be “for signs and for wonders in Israel from Jeho-
vah of hosts, who dwelleth in moant Zion”. In living
up to this obligation they must not fail to be in word
and action what they are today known as, namely,
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witnesses of Jehovah of hosts, who now reigns by his
King, Christ Jesus, in the heavenly capital, Zion.
Therefore Jehovah’s witnesses must appear prom-
inently before all nations and peoples, with absolute
fearlessness against the world conspiracy of this post-
war era. By taking a course contrary to the popular
current of the nations they will be signs and wonders
that will be much spoken against and attacked upon
all sides. But by their complete separateness from all
worldly eonspiracies and by their outspoken devoted-
ness to Jehovah’s kingdom by Christ Jesus they will
be signs that God’s vengeance is speedily coming
against all the eonspirators and that He will faith-
fully preserve his resiored remnant and their good-
will companions, for “God is with us!” They will not
alter their God-given message out of fear or favor.
Amid sueh inescapable prominence because of being
so manifestly not of this world and its conspiracy
they will not withkold from the people “all the coun-
sel of God”. They will unalterably point the people
to the law and the testimony which Jehovah has en-
trusted to their care. There is no light of the new
day of righteousness in any other message, and there
is no safety in any other rule of conduct amid this
world conspiracy. Christendom has proved herself a
friend of this world. In His displeasure at her Jeho-
vah God has withheld from her his prophetic mes-
sage and his doctrine, and no light shines through
Christendom’s organization. He has given his law
and his testimony to his faithful witnesses, his children.
In this dark time when even the religion of Chris-
tendom has failed men and has proved disappointing
to them, many are inclined to turn in desperation to
spiritism and oceultism for information concerning
the worrisome future. Against falling vietim to this
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popular ineclination Jehovah God by his prophet
Isaiah gives this final warning for the people of
Chrigtendom: “And when they shall say unto you,
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits and unto
the wizards, that chirp and that mutter: should not
a people seek unto their God? on behalf of the living
should they seek unto the dead? To the law and to
the testimony! if they speak not according to this
word, surely there is no morning for them.”—Isaiah
8:19, 20, 4m. Stan. Ver,

Regardless of the optimistie, rosy promises of the
leaders of Christendom, there is no morning of fu-
ture brightness and prosperity for her. Why not? Be-
cause these religious, political and commercial and
military leaders of hers speak not aceording to God’s
‘Word. They speak contrary to His law and testimony
which apply to this day of decision. They speak ac-
cording to the traditions of the dead fathers of the
past, and also speak according to the “doctrines of
demons” in these latter times. (1 Timothy 4:1, Am.
Stan. Ver.) And many even consult spirit-mediums
and make inquiry of the demons who lyingly pre-
tend to be the shades of the dead humans. Tt is a
perilous time for the people who have depended upon
human leaders.

So then, to the fore! all ye withesses of Jehovah,
with complete trust in your God and in his reigning
King. Display outright fearlessness of the world con-
spiracy oun the part of both demons and men. Make
no compromise with this world in its total alignment
against the heavenly kingdom, which kingdom is the
one and only hope of all men that seek everlasting
life in a righteous new world. By your proclamation
everywhere of the message of this kingdom and of its
victory over the world-conspiracy at the battle of
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Armageddon, be all of you for sighs and for wonders
to the honor and vindication of Jehovah God. Con-
tinue to go forth in obedicnee to the divine command.
Bring His message t0 the people who are perplexed
at the confused state of politics, commerce and reli-
gion and who are exposed to the misleading propa-
ganda of the demons. In God’s Word is no obscurity ;
and in faithfulness to it point the truth-seeking peo-
ple to the law and to the testimony which Jehovah
God has made plain to you and committed to your
care and use.

When the hordes of the antitypical Assyrian finally
overspread the carth under the world conspiracy,
and when the flood of their totalitarian regimenta-
tion seems to reach even up to the neck with the
threat of destruction to all those not yielding, be
firm and immovable for the everlasting Kingdom of
Jehovah’s covenant with his anointed “Son of David”,
Christ Jesus. Keep your integrity unspotted from this
world. The final effort of the enemy’s world conspir-
acy at universal domination will fail! The victory
will be with those who stand true and faithful for
the Theocratic Government of Immanuel, for “God

is with us!”
RESOLUTION

[Presented by the president of the Wateh Tower Bible and
Tract Society, and unanimously adopted by an assembly
of 67,000 at the Cleveland Stadiwm]

E, the witnesses of Jehovah, assembled together

from many nations in this “Glad Nations Theo-
eratic Assembly” in Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A., this
tenth day of Augusi, 1946, do publicly give thanks
to Him for gathering us, and we unitedly make this
Resolution before him and his anointed King:
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THAT, to the end of this postwar era, we will continue
to keep our integrity to Jehovah’s kingdom by
Christ Jesus as the only rightful Government of
this earth and of all the universe, and which Gov-
ernment will endure forever;

THAT we will therefore obey dJehovah’s command
(Isaiah 8:9,10) to refuse to join in with the peo-
ple of Christendom in recommending a world con-
spiracy to quiet the fear and dread of mcn and
reccommending that thus a rule of human creatures
be put in world conlrol as a substitute for His
kingdom by Clhrist since A.D. 1914;

THAT we will fear Jehovah God and will continue to
g.,&ve the truth to God’s recorded Word by preach-
ing in all the habitable earth the glad tidings that
his Kingdom was established toward this earth in
1914 and that it is the only Government of univer-
sal peace, seeurity and righteousness (Matthew
24:14; Mark 13:10); and

Tuar, therefore, we will persist in rejecting the re-
ligious traditions which inquire of the dead men
in behalf of the living, and we will continue 1o
point the people to the law and testimony and all
the Word of God, by means of the work of Bible
education “pubhcly, and from house to house”.
—Isaiah 8:20; Aects 20:20,
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