


EIIOVAH GOD'S main reason for permitting His wit­
nesses, Christian ministers of His gospel, to nmain in 
this present evil world is, as stated by the Lord Jesus, 

that 'this gospel of God's kingdom must be preached in all 
this world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the 
end come'. ·Matt. 24: 14. 

" Every person who hns consecrated bis life to the service 
of Jehovah God in His Xew World mnst P.:rfnch the1ungdom 
tbat will vindicate tbe name and word-or .TRHO\'J.II. 1{Jvery 
swoh person is ordained to seek and find the Lord's "otp,er 
sheep" and feed aJl(l conilorti:lt()se that mourn .- ha. 
61: 1, 2; Luke 4: 18-21 j John 10: 15,16; 15: 14-16; 21: 15-
17; 1 Pet. 5: 1-3. 

a There is no loye between "Christianity" and religion, 
between the Xew World and the old world, between J ebovah 
God and Satan. All servants of JelHlvah from Abel to 
.T ohn the Ea pUst were the targets of the Devil an (1 of his 
demon-agents. Christ J csus Was persecuted and nailed on a 
tl'e~ beeause the Devil hated IIis prea\'"hing that the ~cw 
1Yodd is tbe only hope of man. Jesus' faithful a po~tles and 
di~ciples were stoned, mobbed and tornasulluer fer advocat­
ing God'il side of the issue of WORLD DOMI:"<ATION. and for re­
fusing toyield to demonic pressure to stop t.heirpreaehing. 

•• on 

"O'I.'E , Due to lack of ~pace. the suggestf'd qUe...tloll" on f''Ir"graph.. 
Ure Iimlted. Tile Chairman of meeting is aurhorizlld to aRk "nch addi­
tional ones as are needed to bring out the e"~~ntial poi nt." of each 
paragraph. He should ai,o have al] script""'"" citeil to be reud aloud. 
-. , . 

1. For what resson does Jehovah permit His witnesses to remaln 
on e.1rtll? . 

2. (al Con"ecralion to .TellOv~.h means what? (b) For what pur­
pose I, a conseccs ted person ordained? 

3 _ (It) D uri Ilg n lJ ";:;CR. "hat ha ,. e III.; thfu I servants 0 f J ellOvnh . 
emlurerl, "nd why? (lo) "'hat do modern·day followers {If Cbrist 
J ""US expect IU! to ~tO!!pillg of persecution? 
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2 FREEDO:\I OF WORSHJP 

Like pc-rsec.ution has been thl) POrii011 of an loyal and faith­
ful footstep follDWC1'S of J('su~ from Lho days of I1is apostles 
to the present. He said: "Uthcy havc persecuted me, they 
will . .al$QPcrsecutc you." (John 11)":20) The very fact that 
"this gospel of the kingdom" is preached in every nation of 
earth means world-wide "persecution", (Matt. 24: 9, 14) 
Persecution in all nati ons proves that .J Chovah'R witnesses 
are the on ly ordain ed mini~te~ on earth of Jehovah God and 
Christ J eSlls.-2 Tim. 3: 12. 

• Satan's postwar "new order" means ever-increasing 
, .. persCllution and opposition to pllblishing the message of 

God's kingdom. Oppression of God's faithful servanb; will 
expand on a much wider scale than ever before. (Jer, 1: 19; 
Matt. 24: 9; 2 Tim, :1: 13; Ps. 92: 7) The increased priv. 
ilegeR of service in the prclwhing of the gospel will come 
"with pCl'secutioml". (Mark 10: 28-30) BeMuse servants of 
the Most High God fl1'lllly take their stand for his NEW 

WORLD and -reject a "new order" put forth by totalitarian· 
minded agents of the Devil, persecutions and affiidions an~ 
heaped upon them. Maintaining integrity in spito of all 
opposition makes fo .... them many true friends, people of 
good-will, upon whom they m:tn rely Loback them up in the 
righteous COurSB of action that they take.-E~1her 9: 3. 

5 The action of the prophets and apostles reeorden in the 
Bible, in resisting and fighting the seourgings and per:secn· 
ti OTIS inflicted at t.he hands of the enemy in cen h1 ries pa~t, 
furnishes positive proof that it is Jehovah's will that his 
Christill.ll ministers vigorously withstand eve,')' demODistie 
interference with the preaching of the gospel. J n hi'> due 
time ;Tchovah will remove for ever all opposition to tile 
faithfulness of his servants. 

G It is the individual duty of each person in agreement 
, with the Almighty to throw back vigorously all ovpositioll. 

(Rom. 12: 21) '1'hi8 he docs by prel\Chill~ the g'ospel un· 
ceasingly, not because his brethren do so, not because thc)'e 
lli no opposition in his community, but because it is right 
and in harmony with God's commandments and makes glad 

4. (II) What floes the "new orde~" brIng to faithful n,lnistcrs or 
'. the New world, and why? (b) What clan of peuple will support 

God's servants '! X 5. What does the defense of the go"pcl made by the prnphete lind 
fll>O'ltles prove to thc modern·(]a,y Christinn mini!:lter? 

• 

6. Does tile covenant ob ligutioll of til C indi vidual d"pend, upon 
the co\'cnant Of course of action of other persoo~? 
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FREEDOlf OF WORSHIP 3 

the heart of the Most High. (Psalm 149; Provo 27: 11; Mal. 
3: 4, 17) He will perform his preaching obligation regard­
less of whether or nut /lily other cJ"(~atures do so. He must 
pleMe Jehovah God. He, like the King, delights to do so. 
" Ps. 40: 8. 

7 I'aul, a valiant minister and fighter for the )l"ew V{ orId, 
said that "our citizenship is in heaven". (Phil. 3: 20, 
A m. Rev. Ver.) He did not mcan that the Christian is not 
a citizen of SOIDe nation of thc present evil worlil. lIe 
i'ccognized that the ChrisLian, alUlOugh in the world, is not 
of it. To his :F'ather the Lurd J csus said: "I pray not that 
thou shouldest take them [Jut of the worlu, but that thou 
should est ker.p thcID from the evil. They arc not of the 
world, enm as I am not of the world." (John 17: 14·16) 
At Philippi, Paul claimed his Romun citizenship through 
bil.·th as a refuge against mobstel"S. (A.cts 16: :'}7) At Jeru­
salem, when in custody of officers, he asked, "Is it lawful 
for you to scourge a man that is Ii Roman, awl Iln~ou­
demned 7" (Ads 22: 25) Panl's immediate claim of protec­
tion for his legal rights as a citizcn hastened the centurion 
to the ehief captain with this waming: "Take heed what 
thou doest: for this man is It ROlllan." (Verse 26) Before 
this he claimed his right to speak to the people, thus: "I 
am verily a lllan wnieh all a Jew, born ill Tarsus, a city 
in Cilieia, yet brought up in this city at t.he feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught according to the perfect Wallnel" of the law of 
the fathers, and was zl'alou'> toward God, as ye all are this 
day!' (Acts 22: 3) Paul's fighting th us fai thfnlly shows 
clea:dy thltt the Christian should never hesit.ate to claim 
('aehilndevery rigllt that belongs to ()itiz()nship, to aid him 
in preaching the gOflpel. (1 Tim. 6: 12) nefore leaving 
Egypt 'the' IRt"li.clitcs borrowed from the Egyptians. 'l.'oday 
,/ ehovah's witnesses ShOl1ld not be reluctant to carrv with . " 
them the righLs of citizenship to aid them in preaching the 
gospel in all the world as a witness nnto all nations.· Matt. 
24: 14. 

PURPOSE OF THESE SUGGESTIONS 

a The purpose of tbcse suggestions on freedom of worship 
, ' 

7. (a) Doe" the ilea\"enj~' cjtizen~hip of the Chl'i"tian minister 
(lepdve him of claiming cltlzeIL"hip rights of the nation wlIerein he 
dw.-,jl~, and jf not, wlly 1 (h) III <leflffidinil: his ministry how did 
l' ul UBC hi~ d then~b.ip 1 . 

Il. What Is the 1!ul"pO~e of We suggestions in this bookleO 
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FREEDObl OF WORSHIP 

is to PJ:ovid!l Jehovah's witnesses with a simple outline of 
proper conduct to help eaeh to bear his own burden, (GaL 
6: 5) This does not mean that. brethren should not assist 
one another when difficulty is encountered, Indeed such is 
their Scriptural duty toward each other.-K eh. 4: 14; Rom. 
15 ; 2; Gal. 6: 2; John 13: 35. 

9 Conforming to these suggestions as nearly as possible 
will ~void needless hardship anil difficulty. gach will be 
hC'1 ped to do his part in giving a true witness to Jehovah's 
name and in defense of The The ocrll cy. These suggestions 
do not cover every conceivable kind of opposition. 'fhey aro 
designed to give "iiI-st aid" to Jehovah's witnesses in emer­
gencies. V,<'h:en opposition appent's, immcdj:}tely make a 
short, accurate report thereof to the Society's Legal Desk. 
'l'ilen some other couDsel not herein covered can be furnished 
to you when necessary and appropriate. Much needless corre­
spondence and harmful delay will be eliminated by imme­
diate reference to and following these suggestions when 
interference occurs. 

STUDY NECESSARY 

10 Each witness, minister of the gospel, should regularly 
and repeatedly stlllly these suggestions to hecome familiar 
with proper Christiull conduct under difficulty. Do Dot put 
them a way until trouble comes; for that will be too late. 
(Matt. 24: 20; 1 Pet. 3: 15) "Study to shew thyself ap­
proyed llllto God." (2 Tim. 2: 15) Each should carefully 
aod diligently strive to learn the reasons for every s11gges­
tion hcrein given. He will absorb the substance thereof. 
)ferely memorizing words and having no understllnding liS 

to when and how to use knowledge stored up through reading 
and study does one little good, if any, and will result in 
confusion when before the enemy. Each one will make these 
suggestions a. part of his equipment for usn in Kingdom 
activity. 'Vhen in doubt, refer to these s11ggestions and 
consult the "elder" (experienced or mature) brethren. Also 
commuuicate promptly with the Lord's 'faithful servant', 
the Society. 
• 

9. (a) 18 every kind I)t I)PPl)sitil)D cl)vered in th!s booklet? 
(bl What two things should be done when opposition Is t>ncountered? 

10. Wh.~t should each minIster do with these sugge~tions, and 
when, and why? 
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FHEEDOM OF WORSHIP 

BASIC STUDY AND TRAINING 

11 The primary and fundamental strength against the 
aSsault of the cnemy is a ktICl'wledge of God's Word and 
ab1:tity in using such knowledge. Every good soldier of 
Jesus Christ wields readily and skillfully t.he "sword of 
the spirit", whieh is the ',,"ord of God. TD be ahle to use 
effectively the 'Watehtower Bible one must be a regular 
and active partiei pant in TVatchtower studies and service 
meetings, as well as the CO'urse in l'heocratic Ministry, and 
should himself be skilll~d in conducting studies in the homes 
of the people so that. he may bc adept at answering q ues­
tions, "apt to teach." The )ll<)re stUlly for t.he purpose of 
using it, the cif.al'el" will be the servant's appreciation of the 
issue, the stronger his faith, thc hetter his witness, and the 
greater .his joy. StUdying thus, each shall be approved unto 
God. The () bl igat.ion of preaching from house to houso, con­
duding studies, alld public street witnessing cannot be over­
looked. Christ J rsu;; said, "But take heed to yourselves 
[prepare yourselves]: for they shall deliver you up to 
councils; and ill the synagogue~ ye shall be boaten: and 
ye shall be brollght before rulers and kings for fill! sake, 
for a testimony against them." .. ·Mark 13: 9,13. 

12 One oan1l0t give effective teslimouy in behalf of tbe 
Lonl J csus Chri~t and The T heoeraoy before tho8e in con· 
trol or in the field from house to hou8e a nd on the streets 
unless he has diligently studied, prepared and al'me(l him­
self for "battle" as above indicated. (2 Tim. 2: 3-."i; 1 Pet. 
4: 1; IS3. 28:.5,6) One.. cannot deliver an effective testi­
mony before police officials and in courts unleHS he has 
studied diligently and has given an effective testimony 
previously iu the "field" service. TIle Lord through His 
apostle Pet!'r says, "But sanctify the Lord God [Isa. 8; 13, 
Am. Rev. Ver .. "Jehovah of hosts, him shall ye ~anctify"J 
in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and fear: having a good conscience; that, 
whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may 
be ashamed that falsely aCC1<B6 your good eonversation 
[behaviour, Roth.] in Christ." 1 Pet. 3: 1.5, 16. 
-- " 

11. (a) Whal Is the flouree of tile r"lnister'~ strength? (b) What 
. is necessary to use eft'edh'ely the "sword of the splrlt"·? (e) Why 

should one study? 
);f 12. (a) "What must be done before etT~th'e testimony ..... n be 
, glven to official.? (11) What are Peter's "ugge"tiona? . 

• 
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6 FIlEEDOM OF WORSHIP 

13 Through misunderstanding of Mnrk 13: U* many of 
t.he brethren have erroneously concluded that the Lord will 
miraculonsly place words in their mouth and make their 
defenso Himself. This is not using the spirit of a sound 
mind and is manifestly slothfulness and neglect of duly. 
The Lord does not put words into the moulhs of those who 
have not diligently studied and pr.epared their defense and 
made nse of instruments He has provided through His 
"faithful and wise servant". Jesus himself gives the mean­
ing of Mark 13: 11 in his promise to his disciples that the 
comfortf~r, the holy spirit, would 'bring all things to their 
remembrance'. How can one remember without first having 
had knolYll~dgef How {lan one have knowledge without 
study' (John 14: 26; 16: 12-15) Fuythermore, the Lord's 
servrmt states, "The heart of the righteous studieth to an­
swer." (Provo 15: 28) It is of utmost importance that (lon­
stant study and thorough preparation be made in order to 
properly defend the gospel when the occasion demands. 

ORDAINED 

H Eueh one of Jehovah's witnesses is an ordained minister 
of Jehovah God and of the gospel. One becomes oYflained 
when he consemates himself to do the will of Almighty God 
and is accepted of the Most High God through the Lord 
Christ Jesus. SUdl a one then publicly confesse:;! or an­
nounces that consecration of himself by being baptized, 
immersed in water, thus giving outward evidence before 
witneRSes that he has entered into an unbrcakable contract 
or agreement to preach and fully put himself in the hands 
of the Lord for His use. Consccratiun and the subsequent 
immersion in water is no idle, religious c~relllony. It is tbc 
most serious and important event in one's life. To be or­
dained, "anointed," meaml to be commissioned or author· 
ized by Jehovah God as His minister who thereafter serves 

* l\lark 13: 11, "llut when they shall lead you, lind deliver 
you up, take no thought bcton,hand 'What ye shall 8peak. 
neither ao ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you 
in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, bll t 
the hol y [spl.rt t]." -

13. (II) What misunderstandIng as to Mark 13: 11 do some have? 
(b} What I. tile true me" Din" of tlIis ~cripture? 

14. (a) When and how does one become o1'(I,,1ned 1 (11) What 
public confes.;ion does the (lrclaincd minister make before witness,""" 
and why? (e) What ill We meaning of ordination? 

• 
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FREEDOM OF WORSHIP 7 

Jehovah in accordanee with such contract, regardlcss of 
opposit.ion. 

10 The fad that onc has not yet been baptized in water 
does not prevent him from engagillg ill the work of preaph. 
ing the g08pel or attending Bible.study meetings. One who 
engages in preaehing the gospel of God's kingdom will be 
baptized. Such will be diligent to be baptized at the first 
opportunity after making his consecration. Submitting to 
immersion in water is an ad of obedience, and is nece~sary 
and right for all who have agreed to do the will of God. 
-Mat.t. 3: 14, 15. 

16 '1'he p~'imary ordination (authorization) of Jehovah's 
·itnesses comes from Almighty God. Each of sllch witnesses 

relies on the idm tical Bible authority that J esu:; Christ 
cited. After Jesus' baptism in the river Jordan and his 
fot·ty-day study in the wilderness, he began his preaching 
activity, and in the synagogue at Nazareth, his home town, 
he quoted from Isaiah 01: 1, 2, as follows: "The spirit of 
the Lord is upon mc, because he hath anointed me to preach 
thc gospel to the poor; he haLh sent. me to heal the broken­
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captivES, and recover­
ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to pl"Cach the acceptable year of the Lord."-·-·-Luke 
4: 17-19. 

1\" Jehovah's witnesses have earthly evidence of their 
Scriptural ordination. Thcy possess credenti als of ordina­
tion issued by G od's organization in the earth, the Soeicty. 
That is the identification card. Jehovah's witnesses speak of 
their ordination as did His apostles in Jesus' day. (Mark 
,'j: 11) Paul said, "I am Ol:daincd a prcacher, and an apos· 
He." (1 Tim. 2: 7) Ordination to preach does not depend 
upon the age of the individual, except that the individual 
must have rCMhcd the age of Discretion. One must he able 
to understand, to know intelligently, and make ·an agree­
ment to do the will of Almighty God. Timothy was quite 
young and not yet of "full age" or mature years when he 
was ordained to preach and teaeh. (See 11'imotby 4: 11-13.) 

= .. ,' 

Hi. Doe .• lack of water baptism prevent one from beginning to 
p"cal'h the gus pel ? 

..... 1' 111. lrrorn whom do JeJlOvah'S ,,·itnesses receive ordiuation. nnd 
/"'Whllt is the Scrip lural au thul"ity thercfOl'? 

17. (a) What earthly e ... idenffi of their ordination dO) Jehovah's 
wi lnes~p.s 1111. ve. and f"om whom is it recci ... ed"/ (b) Is there a set 
age limit for rho8e ordained. and if not, why? 
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8 FHEEDOU OF WORSHIP 

He n~cOlnpallicd Paul and preaehed from house to house and 
publicly, . The fact that a young ehild is not an ordained 
minister (loes not prevent him from Mcompanying his elders 
in preaching. 

18 To be ortlained does not require one to attend a sem­
inary or parochial or diyjnity school. Jcsus did not attelld 
such a school. He was taught by his parents at home find 
ailel'ward ~tndied for forty days in the wilderness. Attending 
the Watchtower and other Bible-study m{'elings and home 
studies ill the publication» of the Society, with the Bihle, 
is suftkien t training to enr.blc one to do tho will of God as 

is minister, but it requires preparation, 
19 Although Jehovah's witnesses do not attend such cccle­
stieal schools set up by religious organizations, prior to 

their oruination to preach, they aTe ready to testify before 
any court or ruler that they have received a mu~h higher 
training and schooling ill the 'Word ()f God by attending 
'Watchtower Bible schools or places of stu rly, to qualify for 
their ordination. J eSll~' apostlps were "un learned and igilC>­
rant men" without training in a parothial or ecclesiastical 
~chool of their day. They wl~re well educated in the popular 
language of the day, the laws of the lnnd, and especially in 
the tV ord of God, TIle words "unlearned and ignorant meri" 
in reference to Peter and Jolin at Acl~ 4; 13 mean that 
tlley were not learned in the original Hebrew language of 
the Scriptures i but they warp well versed in the Word of 
God itself. The Aramaic was the common language and the 
spoken If.ln~uag(l of the J ev."iI in the n postles' day. They 
studied the Scriptures in that langt1age and were familiar 
with the prophecies ani] teachin~s of Christ J eEllS. J ust ~o 
today, Jehovah's witnesses are very familiar with the word 

, of Almighty God as it appears in th(] Bible, although insofar 
as Latin, Greek and Hebnw are concerned they, too, are 
generally 'ignorant and unlearned' j but in order properly 
to instruct persons of good·will there is no requirement to 
be Yel'ElCd in a dead' tongue. 

18. I., at.teu(\unce at an ecclesiastical Bchool IIeee«SRry l ann If 
not. where does tile minister rcceive hi" tl"nining before ordma lion 1 

• 

19, (Il) What ",',ll Jellovllh's witne""eR t~-'iltify as to their train· , 
lug aDd aCllUollng In preparation for (mli !lt1tion? (b) As to higher 
J.esrnlng. in whll.t r~spect do Jehovah's WJtllesses of today compare 
with the apostles? 
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FREEDOM OF WORSHIP 9 

EQUIPMENT 

20 Onl' who is wholly consecrated to do the will of God 
will not hesitate to take advantage of cvery opportunily to 
preach the gospel of God's kingdom in the manner sug­
gested by the Society. Before starting on snch serviec mis­
sion one should first fix his mind on the Lord and go forward 
with fear and trcmhlrng' lest he displea~c the great Jehovah 
God, but without any semblance of fear of man, which 
brings one into II snare. One who is Ii witn~ss of Jehovuh 
cannot be II man-pleaser, but must serve God hom the heart. 
As to equipment, Paul's exhortation to all true preachers, 
Jehovah's witnesses, is in point: U}'inally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
againHt the wiles of the devil. l<~or we wrestle not against 
flesh ami blood, but against principalities, agaiIlHt powers, 
against the rulers of the dlll'kn~ss of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high pJaces."-l~ph. 6: 10-12; sec 
also verses 13-17. 

21 On each occasion when starting ill any part of the wit­
ness work the servant of God will pray to Him to direct the 
service 80 that God's will shall be accomplished. As he con­
tinues in such work he will silently pray from time to time. 
"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
spirit, and watching thereunto with all perscveranec and 
supplication for all saints." (Eph. 6: 18) Each servant will 
always be properly equipped to carry on each assigned duty 
in harmony with the Soc-iety's latest organization· instruc­
tions, possessing his ordination credentials (neatly filled in 
and signed) as well as all other proper equipment. He will 
carefully follow all instructions in the Society's publication s 
as to the proper and current manner of prear,hing the gos­
pel. An obedient servant· will never substitute his own 
methods ahove or different from that recommended bv the .. . 
Society. These suggestions on proper behavior of a Chris­
tian minister are given in order that proper work may not 
be dOIle in an improper manner. Acting on one's own un­
derstanding often causes more harm than good. "Trust in 
J EllOV All with all Lhy heart, and lean not upon thine own 

20. Each day, billore starting to preach, what .hould the faithful 
mlni!lter do? 

21. (n) When and how should the miulster pray? (h) What is 
the source of IIl;;tru<'tlon for e'luipmellt to preach, and what will the 
faithful ~ervaut dll in regard iilr>rctll? 

, 



10 FREEDOM OF WORSHIP-

understanding: in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
will direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear 
.JEHOVAH, and dcpart from evil." Provo 3: 5-7, Am. Rev. 
Vel'. . 

22 Bach ordained minister of Jehovah God will at all times 
and places behny.e him~clf in a manner befitting an lIm­
baHsadoI'. Love for the Lord, love for one's brethren, and 
love for God's kingdom, lherefore, should induce each one 
to- be clean in body, clean in apparel, clean in mind and 
clean in dodrine, so as to represent properly The Theocracy. 
He will transform from old world eondnd to K ew World 
slandru:ds of behavior. Let all representatives of God's Gov­
ernment, there.fore, conduct themselves in this resPf'd as is 
becoming to "able ministers", ambassadors of Christ the 
King. Kindness, nei1tne~s and cleanness in conduct and ap­
peanmce, with sincerity, are primary rcquisites of the Theo­
eratie minister. The apostle says, "Now then we are am­
bassadors for Christ." (2 Cor. 5: 20) Also, "Praying ..• 
thal ntterance may be given unto me, that I may open my 
mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 
for whi eh I am an am bassador in bOHd~: that therein I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak." (,l<;ph. 6: 18-20) To be 
bold does not mean to be rude. An attilude of eourtesy to all, 
police and religionists included, with fear of God and not 
of man. ~hould be maintained at all times. "The fear of man 
bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his trust in JEHonH 
sball bll safe." Provo 29: 25, Am. Rev. Ver. 

TH EOCRATIC TACTFU LN ESS 

2a In approaebing the people of good-will the Kingdom 
publisher should not start off "Oil the wrong foot". lie will 

. use his knowledge of the Bible to comfort those that mourn. 
He avoids arguments with "goats". He should never be 
rude OJ· abrupt to a11yone. Rathel', when before the eIlemy 
he is taclfn 1. "I said, I ",-ill take heed to my ways, that I 
sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, 
while the wicked is before me." Ps. 39: 1; J as. 3: 2-4. 

24 Tactfulness is best understood by studying illustrations 
taken from God's Word, showing tact used by His ministers 

, ,=== 

22. (a l What Is 111e minister's. att.itude towurd cleannccl8 and 
nea tne8~. ami why? (b) How doe" the apoetle describe the min­
u,ter·s position? 

2.1. llow due:; tl,e publisher a void a wrong starn 
24. What is tactfulllCSS. and what doe:; the tou:tful minIster avoid? 
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in times past. An instance is the con dud of Jesus when be­
fore the ~pies sent to enh:a p him. (Luke 20: 19-26) To 
those men he did not ~ay much. One should be careful in 
u'hat is said lind hOle it is said. IIe will be 'wise as a serpent 
and harmless as a dove' and not "blurt out" everything he 
knows. ,Jesus said what 'was necessary and saved the rest 
for later, when before Pilate in court. He set an example 
for his faithfnl followers tuday. "A fool uttereth all his 
mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till aft€l'warcls." (Prov. 
29 : 11) "Quick trigger" action, "sm art al eck" remarks, be~ 
ing "sassy", h>"()ing around with" a (lhip on one'8 shoulder" in 
dealing with offkers, has caused much trouble and difficulty. 
Let such be avoided at all times. "Asurt answer turncth away 
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger." Provo 15: 1. 

PRESENTING THE MESSAGE 

25, In the presentatiun of the Kingdom message the pub­
lisher docs well to ad vise the people that he is a m·inistl!'I' of 
the gospel, preaching the message of God's kingdom by dis­
tributing the news in printed fOl'm, publicly :rnd from houso 
to house; that hc is leaving with them Bible helps to en­
courage home Bible study. When presenting literature, the 
publisher should always make known to the inquisit.ive ol'l.e 
or the police officer that he is not selling anytlling and is 
not a eanVaS8er or peddler or solicitor; that he is a minister, 
St.ate to oue who de~ires literature that it is his privilege to 
contribute (or dunate) a reasonable anl{lun t; that if une is Ull­

able to contribute the sum set by the Society, ,any sum he is 
able and willing to contribute toward the Kingdom work 
will be accepted, provided he promises tu study the literature.. 

2" Each puhlisher should introduce the literaturc with 
the phonograph (if he has oue), em ployhlg tho doorstep 
method deserihed in the Informant. Each ellO ~hould present 
th<: identification-testimony card to persons at the door if 
the phonogr~,ph is not used. 

27 When one being witnessed to advises plainly an(l defi­
nitely that he is not in tere8ted or asks the pu blishcI' tu leave 
the premises, or order~ the publisher off the plaee, he should 
promptly and courteously leave. Do not remain or argue 

25. On approaching the people what (loes the minister make known? 
2(1. 'What means arC nsc<l In preaching? 
2;. What is the minj~ter'~ a ttitnde toward Ule uninterested and 

oppunents~ 

• 
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or make any sarcastic reply. Avoid persistence in dealing 
with goatlike individuals. ' 

APARTMENT BUILDINGS 

28 Persons living in apartment houses, boarding houses, 
company-owned towns, trailer courts, and similar places, 
have the same right as those in private homes to hear the 
Kingdom message. No owner, manager or custodian has au­
thority to order the publisher to leave the premises, as long 
as the publisher is conducting himself in ' an orderly and 
proper manner while witnessing to t~nllnts, In every instance . 
all individual tenllllts have the privilege of accepting or 
rejecting the message of truth thus brought to them., but 
neither a tenant nor the manager, nor any other person, has 
authority to prevent the publisher from caning on the other 
tenants. (See paragraph 30 below.) 

2~ If the publisher is ordered to leave the premises, the 
publisher should kindly and calmly advise the objector that 
he is a minister of the go:>pel and is calling on the people of 
good-will residing in the building (or the camp or court). The 
pllblisher should courteously t'xplain that the tenants have 
the constitutional right to hear the TRU'.I'H and to entertain 
visitors, and that the purpose in calling on such tenants is 
to bring to them thiR life-giving messtI{,"e_ It will be proper 
to agree to reduce the sound-volume of tftC phonograph so 
that it will not be too loud and disturb any. Often much tact 
will be required to avoid a controversy with a mannger or 
other objector; but the publishers will be diligent to sec that 
a minimum of their time is taken in controversy, so that 
the maximum of time can be dl~voted to publishing the gospel_ 

30 As to whether it is pruilent to leave (so as to return 
later) or to remain on the premiscs, each publisher will de­
cide for himself, using the spirit of a sound mind in the 
particular circumstances_ It may be advisable to withdraw 
and then come back later. Unless there is likelihood of avoid­
ing the difficulty by returning latcr, it mfty be advisable to 
continne. See the law defining right to work apartment 
houses, page 51, this booklet. 

28, Are (}ccupants of apartment houses entitled to reeeh-e un­
InyHell minister.? , 

29,30, (a) Who determines when an ()rder to leaye ~,partment­
hOll"e premises should be followed? (lJ) What is required , In ordet' 
to a void controversJ'? ' ' , 

, 
,', 

" 

" 

, , --.. 
" , 

" .. 

.. , 
• 
'" -
.. 

.­
" 

, 
I , 

, , 
" 

,',j .. , 
, 
, 
.. , 
, .. 

" , 
" ". , .. 

, .. 
\ .. . ,~ 

, 

I 
, , 
, .. 

.. 
, ., , 
, 

, 
" 

, 
" .. ~ , 

, , 

',' , , 
, 

, 
, " .. 
.. .. 
~ i .. , 
• " 
" 

, , 
" 

" 

" -., .. 
, .. 

'. 



• , 

• 

• 

• 

· , .. 

• 

' . 
" 

~"'. '. 

, 
' . . , 
• 
'"' '.' 

FREEDOM OF WORSHIP 

" .•.. ' . . . .. . "OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN" 
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31 Thc Theocratic minister's purpose is to eomfort those 
that mOUTn, not to cause arrests. 'When a course of actiun 
can be taken that will avoid an arrest, it is proper to tuke 
such step unless it means to discontinue preaching the gos­
pel as commanded by ,Jehovah or otherwistl violate the cove­
nant to serve Him. ,Vhen lllan r.ommullds the discontinuance 
of the preaching of the gospel in a community, the course of 
action taken by .Jesus' faithful apostles serves as wise 
counsel. "TheIl Pet~r and the other apostles anHwered and 
said, 'Y cough t to obey God taLhor than men." (Ads 5: 29) 
'rbis bold stand taken in harmony with God's law is the • 
unly course for Jehovah's witnesses, regardless of consc-
q u!mces. When a confii<lt arises, the Christian fear:; only 
God and places h is entire case in the hands of the 'V ondcr­
ful CVUll sellor.-Iaa. 9: 6; John 4: 23, 2'.l. 

32 'Yllen trouble ocem's, the first puin t the pub! isher should 
IllM ke known is tlw.t he is an ordained ml:lIi.~ter preaching 
the gospel in ohedience to the commandments of Jehovah 
God. (ha. 61: 6) Then explain how and why he is a roin­
i:;tcl' and why he goes frOID hou~c to house or upon the 
streets with the message concerning Tho Theocracy. "God 
hllth not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind." (2 Tim. 1: 7) Exercising snch 
spirit of Il sound mind, lind of love (1 .John 5: 3; 4: 17,18), 
the Theo(;ratic minister will hnve the Lord's assistance. At 
times the publisher might fcel that he is justified in giving 
a sharp retort, making a slighting remark or a blunt state­
nwnt; but such practice shoultl be avoided in favor of a 
kind attitude of frienllship. (ProY. 16: 32) In many in­
sUwees a lack of tact causes unnecessary trouble and other­
wise spoils a good defense. 

33 1,Vhen accostlld by an officer and asked what he is ooing, 
the publisher should immediately show his identification 
cnrd, briefly explain that he is an ordained minister of 
J phovah God preaching the gospel under direction of thc 
Watchtower Bible and 'rract Society and in harmony with 
God's commandments, which are supreme; that ~uch com­
mandments must be obeyed in preference to the commands 

31. When ordered 1.~ stop Tlreachln~ in a community. what Is the 
Scriptu raj al'8wer or the Christian mInister? 

32.' When interrupted. what is to be empl,aslzed. and wba t avoided? 
33. What stepR are p~oper wben acco~ted by a police officer? 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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Ilf lnan; and that he is not selling anything. Til sell ml'Jlnll 
to make a profit, for private gain. Preaching the gospel is 
a charitable and benevOJ cnt work, done un~elfishly, in the 
interest of others. The officer should he advised by the puh­
Illiher that the highest courts of the land have held that no 
law or ordinan~e caB be applied to stop the exerci3e of the 
God-given and constitutionally ~I'eured right of Jehovah's 
witnesses to pre.ach the gospel, and the acceptance by J eha­
vah's witnesses of a money (lontri bution to further their 
benevolent Iyork is the ~ame legally as the accepting by the 
churches of free-will offerings in exchange for the clergy­
man's sermon from the pulpIt. The publisher should advise 
the officer that he is not violating nny constitutional local 
law. If thereafter the offICer demands that the publisher 
cease the work or orders him to leave town, he should courtc­
ously say that such order ~annot be complied with. If threat­
ened with arrest, the officer should he informed by the puh­
li~her that he does not desire to be arrested, but that he ean­
llot stop preaching, beeause to do that would r€i5ull in his 
everlasting destruction at the hani! of Almighty God. If the 
officer arrests him because of his refusal to discontinue his 
lawful activity, such arrest wiil be in violation of the Con­
stitution und of the law of Almighty God. 

".l If the officer is honestly seeking information and sug­
gest.s that the publisher accompany him to the police station 
to discuss the mutter with his superiors, without putting the 
publisher under arre3t, it is proper to COlli ply witll R ueh re­
qUf'--st.· At the station explain the work and give further 
testimony to the offieiIlJ~. Tf the publisher discerns, however, 
that the offic€r is not sincere, or that his request is aimed to 
entrap the publisher or to interfere with the work, then he 
should be kindly told that unless an arrcst is made the pub­
lisher will not accorn pany him t.o the polie" station. Then, 
if arrested, ask with what offense the publi~her is charged. 
The officer should not be resisted, nor any argument be made 
by the publisher, who should voluntarily go aloug when ar­
fest i~ made. It is not ne<Jcssary to tell about the activity 
of any otrlCr witness for Jehovah in the community. Do not 
aid the police to wrongly arrest yOUl" other brethren hy giy­
ing information conccrning them; speak for yourself only. 

, " 

34. (li) Under what elrcnmstanl""" shon](1 the minister go with the 
police otllcer? (b) C(}n~erning whom should information be given? 

• 
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AT POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

85 On arrival at police headquarters and when before thc 
superior officer there, the publisher should again give a 
courteous explauation of his preaching aetivity, show his 
ioen Utica tioll card, and explain the method of carrying on 
the Kingdom work, just. as hc did to the policeman who 
arrested him. Sueh may result in a discharge thcn. If ally 
legal decisions arc at hand, use them to show that the ac­
tivity of Jehovah's witnesses has been approved by the 
courts. Invite the police official to have the city's attorney 
examine the copy of the ) egal decision, if you have such to 
leave with him. Request that the householder making the 
complaint be required to sign the charges. R-efusal to sign 
may cause police to discharge the publisher. 

su If the publisher is bonked and charged with an offense, 
immediately request (1) a copy of the complaint, and (3) a 
copy of the ordinance or law. 

"1 If the police do not have such copies, then find out who 
can provide copies, and obtain them. Usually the city clerk 
can provide copy of the ordinance. If such copies are re­
fused, the publisher shoul d a~k pprm i.~Ri on to mako copios 
himself. They need not be certified, but ~hould be accurate 
and complete copies. 'When such have been obtained, imme­
diately send them to the Society's Legal Desk, together with 
a com pJete report of the arrest. Do not neglect to do this as 
soon as possible after your release, and keep for your own 
file a copy of each paper. If not. released, then make report 
from jail. Merely advising the Society ahout an 'arrest for 
selling books without a permit', or similar incomplete jnfor-' 
rna tion, is entirely insuffieien t. 

REPORT PROMPTLY 

S8 Prompt report is necessary, m that specific advice can 
be given by the Society when needed, to aid in the defense 
of th e case. Give all facts: (1) wh at the publisher was do­
ing when arrested, and everything that happened; (2) what 
aetion was taken by the police; (3) what action can be ex­
pected in the future; (4) name of the court where the trial 
"-".,' '" 

35. (a) What explanation "honld be made lit police headquarters 1 
(b) What request should be made as to signinl>;' the CO"'l)lulnt? 

36.37. What two document" ~llould be oht,,;u<l<i, and what should 
be done with them? 

3!l. W'h.!l.t should the report to the Soelety contain, and when 
should it be made? 
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• 

will be held and, if possible, name of court to which appeal 
can be takcn in cvent of conyiction; (5) any newspaper 
clippings (In the arrest; and (6) any other pertinent infor­
mation. The Society cannot give propcr advice with(l11t a 
com plete report. In case of an arrest of a com pany pll blisher 
the company servant or his assistant will supcrvise the re­
port to the Society, see that it is timely made, and sign the 
same, with or for the publisher. 

PROVIDING BOND 

39 As soon as tbe publisher is booked at police head­
quarters he should ask to be released witbout bond 01' OIl his 
promise to return for trial. Wheu so allowed to go he is 
said to be 'released 'on his own recognizance'. If that request 
is refused, he should communicate at once with some ca­
pable brother (lr p,~rson of good-will, by telephone or mes­
senger, to obtain aid in securing bond. Any such person 
owning property will gladly sign an appearance bond for 
trial, as it is his privilege to aid thus in resisting Cllcroach­
mcnts of the enemy. ,Yhen bond cannot be obtained locally 
after diligent effort, advise the Society by telegraph, gi viug 
clear report of charges made and amount of bond demanded. 
Cash bond shoul d not be posted if ot.her bonds are available, 
because usually the fine will be taken out of cash bond. 

o . 

'0 Persons who expect to sign a bond shoul,l come pre­
pared to present their Jatest paid bill for taxes on and the 
deods to their property, to show that they can qualify as 

. bondsmen. The one arrested should carefully read the bond 
posted for his release and determine when he will be re­
quired to appear for trial. Be certain to appear at the tiwe 
and place fixed for trial, to avoid forfeiture of the bond. 

CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY 

·u The police, for protection of the one placed in jail, keep 
all valuables and papers, to be returned on release from 
jail. Police have a right to take portiolls of the literature 
being distributed, to be used as evidence. It might be sug­
gestf!d to thew that two copies of each publieation be kept 
by them. Other personal belongings, Buch as magazinc bag, .. . 
• 

S·!l. 'Vhat sho\llrl be done In regard to uond? 
40. Wloat should the hond~Hlun have with him to qualify? 
41. (a) n" p"lice haye the right to take property? (h) What do 

they have the right t" keep, and what must be returned? 
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phonograph, and other things that arc not directly related to 
the charges made, shontd be relinqnished by the police when 
the publisher is released for triaL In event the police wrongly 
keep such, a vigorous prot.est should be lodged against such 
action of the police, promptly. Such instruments arc needed 
by the publisher to carry Oll his preaching activity. Obtain a 
receipt for any property left with the police. 

SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE 

U When incarcerat.ed, the tTIle worshiper will not shew 
the spirit of retaliation, but joyfully suffer a.s did Christ 
Jesus, for righteousness' sake. (J as. 1: 2·4; 1 Pet. 3: 14, 15; 
Matt. 5: 10-16) He will not indulge in berating other pris­
oners or the jailer, but will remain ealm and diligently, 
thoughtfully use every opportunity to explain to evcryone 
with whom he assoeiates while within prison walIs as to why . 
he wa<> arnlstcd, and otherwise give a bold witness to Jeho­
vah's name, "with mcekness" and fea.ring only God. If 
possible, let the one an-ested take Jiteratnrc with him into 
the jaiL Thus the comforting printed message of the King­
dom can be given to others to whom the minister also is 
,qent to preach. (Isa. 61: 1; Acts 16: 25-34) 'rhe faithful 
minister will not miss any opportunity to give a witness, and 
to do good. - ·Gal. 6: 9, 10. 

"UNTIL THE CITIES BE WASTeD" 

~3 The work of Jehovah's faithful mini~t('l'S is a continu­
ons one. 'fhreats of man do not move them to discontinue 
their preaching activity. (Acts 5: 42) God's command to 
Isaiah (6: 8-12) applies to Jehovah's witnesses continu­
ously until His "strangc work" is dee!ared by Jehovah to 
be finished. (Consider Isaiah 28: 5, 6, 21.) No faithful fol­
lower of the tord Christ Jesus wilt agree to discontinue any 
part of tIlC preaching activity pending the settlement of a 
case against him or any of his brethren in the courts. When 
released on bond the witnessing activity should continue as 
usual. Threats by officials to continue arrests will not deter 
the faithful minister in gathering and feeding "other sheep" 
of the King. If actnal arrests are repeated many times so 

n_ • 

42. Wbat is tbe attitude of the Christian minist<lr toward tellow 
priBo D ers ? 

43. Pending an aPlJcal, wbat should the faithful Chr;8tllln 110 ron· 
ccrnj Ilg' his prertching:; 

• 
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as to frustrab~ and nmke impossible the preMhing work, let 
complete report go to the Society for consideration as to 
what rourse should be advised for that community as to 
more witness work. 

DEFENSE IN LOWER COURTS 

44 Ordinarily it is inad,;isable for brethren to engage an 
attorney to rep resell t them in the police, mUll icipal, justice, 
magistrate, or corporation court, unless thero is a local law­
yer who is onc of Jehovah's witnesses. lisually, if one rep­
resents himself he will be beUer enabled to give a witness 
and testimony to the court. By thoroughly stuJying and 
following suggestions contained herein and any special in­
structions from the Legal Desk, little if any diffkulty will 
be experienced in making a good presentation to the coud, 
and attorney fees can be avoided. When the case is put into 
an appellate court, then all attorney may be employed. 

4.!} After obtaining release- Oll bond or when making first 
appearance before the court tbe publisher shoulJ be sure to 
ask for and obtain a postponement (continuanee or adjourn­
ment) of the case for three weeks. 'fhis is to allow for full 
preparation for trial find communication with the Society's 
Legal Desk. The publisher ean explain to the judge that he 
must commuuieate with his headquarters to obtain counsel 
and to prepare complete defense, wbich will require that 
the trial he delayed for approximately thrce weeks. If po~t­
ponement is rcfused, let the publisher proceed to prepare 
his owu case for trial by following !lIosely the suggestions 
outlined herein. 

4h Before the case is tried the publisher should prepare to 
have with him at the trial his phonograph (if used at time 
of arrest) and all literature he was using, together with his 
identification card and any other material he used while 
preaching the gospel. Other brethren and peoplc of good­
will should be advised as to tillle and place of trial, so that 
thuse desiring can attend. Brethren who own property and 
are willing to provide IiIl llppeal bond shollld attend the 
trial and bring with them their llltest paid tax bills and 
deeds, so as to qualify to makc bond for appeal if necessary. 

44. WIlen and undor what circumst"nce~ should un attorney be 
employed? 

45. Wlmn and why ~hould a PO"tpollPment b~ requested? 
46. (a) What equipment "hould th~ pnhH"her tltkc with him to 

trial? (b) What arrangemeut BhQuld bo mittie for bond on appeal, 

• 
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iT In California, Georgia, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, the District 
of Columbia, and some other shltes, appeals from the police, 
magistrate, municipal and other low£r courts are determined 
upon II review of the record made in the trial before such 
lower courts. At the trial in such st.ates' courts it is neces­
sary to have present II stenograpber to take down all testi~ 
mony given, If the case is in any of these states, determi.ne 
whether an offieial court slenogmphN' is availa1Jle; and if 
not, arrange for a competent stcnographet· to attend the 
trial and take down all the testimony given. In most of the 

, other states the trial of the ease on appeal is de not'O (en­
tirely anew), as though there had been no trial. In sllch 
slates it is not necessary to have It eourt stenogl'apher pres­
ent at the first trial; it is permissible, if desired, but not 
necessary. 

PREPA RATION FOR TRIAL. 

"It is neccsRluy that certain papers and documents be 
prepared in advance of trial, These :m: the motions to dis­
m is<~) hereinafter dl'siguated as the FIRST ~{QTION (page 22, 
this hooklet) and the St,COND MOTION (page 30, this book­
let.), together with a MEMORANDl:'M 010' LAW in support of the 
defense, appeal'ing at pages 32-57 of this booklet. If pos­
sible, these two motions should be neatly typed on good 
paper, double-spaced, using only one side of the sheets. If 
no typewriter is available, the pa.pers may be handwritten 
or printed. Prnpare an original and three copies. Let the 
original bo filed with t.he court at the proper time; give 
one copy to the prosecuting attorney, and send one copy to 
the Society's Legal Desk with the report of the trial, keeping 
the remaining copy for the publisher's own file. No copy of 
the typewritten MEMORAJ\))UM OF LAW need be sent to the 
Soeiety, 

4" Any special material or copies of COUl't decisions which 
the Legal Desk provides should also be taken to court. 

JURY TRIAL UNNECESSARY 

~Q In the ordinary ease involving the right to preach the 

47. When and unuer what circumstances should a court stenog­
rapher be cml!l{)y~ll 

48, 49. What papers tor us~ at We trial ahouhl be prepllr<l<i in 
adv8.ueu? ." . 

50, Under wbat circumstances mould a iW';ll be requested? 
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gospel by distribution of literature it is not necessary to 
request tbat a jury be empaneled to hear the case. Such cases 
usually involve matters of law which are for dctermination 
by a judge, whethcr a jury is or is not requested. Unless the 
Society advises in any particular ~ase to obtain a jury, 
brethren will proceed with their trials before the judge 
without a jury. In event a jury trial is advised thc demand 
for the jnry must be made to the judge before the case is 
called for trial. -

PROPER CONDUCT ON THE STANO 

H The attitude of the faithful minister who is on trial 
for preaching the gospel should always be one of courtesy 
and respellt to the presiding judge and to the prosecuting 
attorney. There is nothing wrong in this. One should be bold 
in giving testim01IY concerning God's kingdom, keeping in 
mind always that he is an ambassador for Christ and The 
Theocratic GoYernment, and that the judge, prosecuting 
attonley and others connected with the court are merely 
human. "Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and 
speak uuto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed 
at their faces, lest I coufound thee before., them." (J er. 1; 1 T) 
An attitude of sincere kindness should be maintained by the 
Theoerahc minister throughout the trial, remembering that 
"ye shall be bronght before rulers and kings for my sake, 
for (I te.~timony against them". (Mark 13: 9) 'rhe primary 
pm'posc of being in court, therefore, is to give a witness and 
testimony to the honor of Jehovah's name, with the eourlesy 
and boldness of an ambassador for Christ. 

52 The appearance in eourt by the Christian minister he 
should regard as a friendly visit to some honest men to tell 
thcm about God's kingdom and the reasons and methods for 
carry'ing on his ministerial work in their !lOmmunity. He 
testifies not for his own sake, not to escape punishmeut, 
but to inform and help every willing listener present. He 
speaks calmly, clearly, so that everyone (Jan hear, and 
without fear of man, which brings a snare. The witness will 
be given. Leave the punishment by the court or deliverance 
therefrom entirely in the hand of Jehoyah God, "The angel 
of Jm:tOvAH encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and deJivercth them." (Ps. 34; 7, Am. Rev. Ver.; Acts , . . . . , '. . 

til-53. What is the attitude ot the faithful Christian at the trial 
and on the wltnes~ stand, and why? . 

• 

• 

• 

I 
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5: 19-21; 12: 5-17; 16: 23-34) "Rest in Jehovah, and wait 
patiently for him: fret not thyself becau~e of him who 
prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth 
wicked devices to pass. . . . For evil-doers shall be ~ut off; 
but tiwse that wait for Jehovah, t.hey shall inherit the earth." 
(Ps. 37; 7-9, Am. Rev. Ver., margin) "For lIle Lor,] ,r ElIO­

VAH will help me j therefore have I not been confounded: 
therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I 
~hall not be put to shame." .. 1sa. 50; 7, Am. Rev. Ve,..; see 
also E:;o;ekiel 3: 8, 9. 

S" If the living God does not deliver one from puniRhment, 
tlw Christian .. an confidently conclude that it is God's will 
to have the case go to a higher court for a fnrther witness. 
-Dan. 3; 16-1B. 23-30 j 6: 10-28; Esther 9: 1-4 . 

• 

Of In som e courts it is eustomnl'y to reqnirp. all to rise 
when the judge enters. This docs not appear to be within 
the prohibition mentioned at Exodus 20: 1-6. lIere rising 
aml standing at attention may be regarded merely aR an act 
of recognition ~hown under rules of the court by everyone 
in tbc room at the moment the judge enters. Paul, when 
being heard before the visiting king, Agrippa, was inter­
rupted by Festus. Paul tactfully said "most noble Festus". 
(Acts 26; 1-3,7,13,19,24.26) This seems to indicate tbat 
it is not object.ionable to use similar expressions of address; 
such as the individual speaking may choose, namely, "Sir," 
"May it please the court," "Your honor," and similar or­
dinary and usnal words of address to the judge pl'eE;iJing. 

~5 Likewise there is no objection to the Christian's taking 
the customary oath and being "sworn in" as a witness. It 
is nothing more than an agreement to tell the truth on mat­
ters that the court is entitled to know. Provision is made 
in the law for those with objections to an oath to affirm. 

ORDER OF TRIAL 

PROSECUTION'S EVIDENCE ~ 

~6 At the trial, the proceedings begin with the judge, 
prosecuting attorney or other person reading the complaint, 
affidavit, or information filed against the defendant. If a 
plea of "not guilty" has not been entered at some day be-

" . " .. 
ti4, lili. What court customs lIlay loe rel'Ognized and c 
50. (a) What plea should be made, and when? (1)) 

making of the plea? 
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fore the beginning of the trial, the defendant will be re­
quired to en tel' bis plea of "not guilty" immediately after 
the reading of the complaint. Then the prosecution will offer 
testimony. The evidence introduced will usually be that the 
defendunt was either going from house to house with a 
phonogl'uph and books or distributing literature upon the 
streets, in v jolation of some ordinance or law. The arresting 
officer will testify as to whut the defendant was doing at the 
time of Ul'l'est. It may be that the householder who made the 
complaint resulting in arrest will appear as a witness for 
the prosecu tioll. In order to sustuin a con victioll, the prose­
cution must establish that the ordinance in question applies 
Rnd was violated. 

H The right to cross-e]: amine , ask questions of euch wit­
ness who tukes the stand for the prosecution, is guaranteed 
the defendant. There are no hard and fust rules about cross 
examination. If any witness testilles to R glaring untruth, 
he might be asked a few pointed questions to establish the 
lying, if any, of the witness. Cross examination of the pros€­
euting witnesses will depend entirely on the circumstances, 
but as a rule it should be sparingly and cautiously used. 

FIRST MOTION 

~~ 'Vhen the last witness for the prosccution has finished, 
the defendant should staDd up and advise the court as fol­
lows: "Your honur, I desire to present a motion to the 
court." Then present the first motion. It should be in the 
following form: 

State of [fill in name of state] 
C oun ty of [fill in] 

[Fill in Dame of] Court 

,,- -'" " , , 

[Fill in name of] Complainant 

versus 
. ,. , . " . ,-, = 

[Fill in your Dame] 
• , .. 

- -" 

Defendant 
•• 

MOTION 
TO DIs:an8S 

57. When nnd under what clrcumstances should witUesSClS be 
crORS ·ex ami ned ? 

58-60. When shouln the Ilrst motion be filed, nnd how should it 
be presented? 

1 

, 

, 
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Now comes the defendant and moves to dismiss this 
case and for discharge upon the following grounds: 

(1) The complaint is invalid and docs not state 
facts sufficient to con~titute an offense under the law. 

(2) The law in question is invalid and void on it:.<! 
faee because it abridges the right of freedom of 
speech, press and worship of Almighty God, contrary 
to the First and l~ourteenlh Amendments to the 
United States Constitution, as well as the Rimilar pro­
visions in the Consli tntion of Lhis State. 

(3) The law in queslion, as construed and applied 
to the particular fads and cirenmstances shown in the 
evidence in this ease, is invalid and void, because it 
abridges the right of freedom of speech, press and 
worship of Almighty God, contrary to the First and 
Fourteenth Amendment, to t.he enited States Consti­
tution, as \\'(011 as the similar provisions in the Con­
stitution of this State. 

(4) The prosecution has wholly failed to make out 
il. case against the defendant and the evidence shows 
that the defendant is n01 guilty Qf the offense charged. 

• 1\oTHERlWORE the deftndant prays that this court 
dismiss this ease and that the defendant be discharged. 

" 

~' '" , 

" = -- " 
'" '''' 

" on 

Defendant. 

o91'his motion should be read orally to the judge, after 
whieh it should be filed with the court by handing the same 
to the judgc and saying; "I ask that this motion be filed." 

60 If the cOllrt denies the motion, the defendant will pro­
ceed to present his evidence. 

DEPENDANT'S EVIDENCE ,t-.J.v\Q.. 
~l The Theocratic publisher should always take tho witness , 

"Ian d and testify in his own behalf. This is necessary in I 
order that a witnc~s and testimony be given to the conrt, 
and that the defeu8c of freedom to worship Almighty God 
a~ a ministc~· be established. It should be definitely under-
stood by any lawyer representing the publisher, if one is 

, " , 

61. Should the Christian refUl'l~ to take the witness stand, and 
if not, why? 

• 

• 

, 
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employed, that the defendant will take the witness stand to 
testify in his own behalf in the event the Case is not dismissed 
nt close of the t.estimony hy the prosecution. 

62 When the publisher takes the stand, he should have in 
his hand a copy of the BIBL:r:;, "the sword of the spirit!' 
He should have on hand all the "equipment" he was using 
at time of arrest. It will enable one to give a prompt and 
proper witness to the honor of Jehovah's name. 

DEFENDANT~STATEM~NT 

63' AfteJ' giving his name and addl'CSS, the publisher can 
testify as follows: 

G~ "I aUl an ordained minister of Jehovah God, an au­
thorized representative of the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society, a eharitable corporation organized under t.he Kew 
York and Pennsylvania corporation laws, with headquarters 
in Brooklyn, New York. The sole purpose and business of 
such society, and my primary occupation, is to preach tlJe 
gospel of God's kingdom by distributing literature contaiu­
ing pl'intp.a sermons on Bible subjects relating to pl'csent­
day '11"01'1 d cvents. I am onc of its ministers who carry Oil 

sueh work. 'rhe sotiety makes and distributes to me, and :tIRO 
to othl~r ordained ministers throughout the earth, books, 
pamphlet'! and literature. '£he society is used bi Jehovah's 
witnesses to carryon their preaching work in an organized 
and orderly manner. The society direats my work and the 
work of other ordained ministers sent by it to prt!ach 
throughout the earth . 

65 "I am ordained or authorized as II minister primarily 
by Jehovah God a.ccording to the scriptures recorded at 
Isaiah 61: 1, 2 (Am. Ret'. Vcr.), which l'ead: 

'The spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me; be­
cause Jehovah llaih anointed me to preaeh good ti­
dings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim lilJcrty to the captives, and 
t.he opening of the prison to them that are bound j to 
proclaim the year of Jehovah's favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn.' 

62. ,,"'hat equipment ghoUld the Cliristian hav4! with him on the 
wltnesR stant!? 

63, 64. (a) What is your occupation and whom do you represent 1 
(b) Who directs your PI'each;ll/; work? 

tlti, What Scriptural authority do you have tor your ordination' 

• 

• 
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""I have publicly symbolized my consecration by water 
immersion, which is evidence of my ordination. The W atch­
tower Society issues to me and all its ministers a certificat.e 
of identification and ordination proving that it is the Scrip­
tural duty of each to preach in the manner Christ Jesus and 
His apostles did. I offer the identification card in evidence. 

6T "As the apostles were sent forth by the Lord Jesus 
Christ to preach the gospel, so I am sent forth. They wmt 
from house to house, and publicly upon the streets, preach­
ing the gospel orally. I am doing so by going from house 
to house (or upon the streets) und presenting the gospel of 
the Kingdom in printed form and by the usc of the phono­
graph and conducting Bible studies. I am called to follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus: 

'For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps! 1 Pet. 2: 21. 

It is written in the Scriptures concerning Jesus:· 
.. 'He went round about the villages, teaching! mMark 

6: 6. 
- . 'He went throughout eVery city and villa.:,"'C, preach­

. ing and shewing the glad. tidings of the kingdom of 
God: and the twelve were with him! Luke 8: 1; 

. R(~v. 3: 20. . 

Then Jesus gave commandment as follows: . 
'And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heav­

cn is at hand. And when ye come into an house, salute 
it. And if the house be worthy, let yoill' peace come 
upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace re­
turn to you. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor 

• hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or 
city, shake off the dust of your feet.' ... :M:att. 10: 7, 
12·14. 

, 'Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature! Mark 16: 15. 
= ... 

66. (a) When and where were yon bnptlzed. and why? (b) What 
other enl'tbly evidence of your ordination do you haye'! 

67, 61l. (a) Why do you preach from house to house and on the 
pnblic streets? (b) What Scriptural authority de you have for so 
preaching 1 
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fiB- "hul the apostle said: ' 
'I . . . have taught. you publicly, and from house 

to house.' . Acts 20: 20. 

The apostles were arrested for preaching the gospel, as I 
1'JlJ, and they answered in harmony with God's Word, '"\Ve 
ought to obey God rather than men.' Ads 5; 29. 

,,.... ,-,. __ M.O f,' "J ehflvah's witnesses get their name from Jehovah God, 
as given them through the Seriptures. 'Ye are my wit· 
nesses, gaith Jehovah.' (Istl. 43: 10-12, Am. Rev. V cr.; 44: 8) 
J !'sus said: 'For this cause came I iuto the world, that 1 
should bear witness unto the truth. Everv one that is of the • 
truth heareth my voice.' (John 18: 37) Jehovah's witnesses 
and all true Christians must do likewise and go from hOUEe 
t.o house and teuch publicly as commanded at 1 Peter 2: 9, 21. 

TO "My desire and principal reason in carrying OIl this 
work is her-ause 1 want to be of service to humanity by bring­
ing to them the Word of God by distri1mting literature, 
which is my way or worship and preaching the gospel. 1 
have done this' without any Illotive for selfish pecuniary 
return. When I went to a house, if anyone came to the door, 
r tol d lhe person that 1 was a minister of thc 'Watchtower 
BiblEi and Tract Societ.y find one of Jehovah's witnesses; 
that I desired to pw~sent a very important messnge concern­
iNg God's kingdom by means of a r('eorded phonograph talk. 
If the person permitted, I played the phonograph record. 
1 would Iikr to put this record on now and have it played 
to thc court and offer it in evidence to show that 1 did not 
violate the law. [Do so, if allowed.] 

H ""{hen I finished playing the reeQrd at the home, I pre­
sented literature for examin!l bon and offered it to the peo~ 
pie. H a person dcsired to have the literature, opportunity 
was given to cont.ribute toward the benevolent work done by 
mc. Sometimes if the people did not have any money to con· 

, tribute but expressed a dcsrre to have the literature, it was 
left free of charge, upon promise that it be studied. 

n "I did not force myself upon the people, nor did 1 play 
Ute phonograph record at homes where the people objected, 
----

€fl. What is tile o\1gin of the name "Jehovah'" witnesses"? 
70. What did you ~a:l' to the people when presenting tile m&"age? 
71. After you pl·esented the phonogl·aph or te/Stimony card, what 

did :I' ou s~y? 
72. Why do YOU use til e ws timony eard, and "IV by Is it always 

placed in evidence·1 -
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or did not consent to listen. If the person ealled on did Dot 
want to hear the record but ,,'as interested, I always pre­
sented the te~timo'lty c<Jt'd J which took the place of the intro­
duction by phonograph. nnd explll.ined my work and the 
purpose of the visit. If the person was not interested I 
passed on quietly to the next house. I never provoked an 

, argument or controversy .with another because of his reli­
:,>\ gious views. I offer the testimony card ill evidence. 

n "The books and pamphlets are used by me as a sub­
stitute for oral scrmon~. 1,Vhen left they can be studied by 
the people in the quiet of their homes along with their 
Bible. Thus the time of the householder as well as my time 
is saved, and the one receiving t.he literature is enabled to 
study it carefully with the Bible. • • 

H "The book8 distribut~d by me show how the prophetic 
dramas recor.ded in the Bible arc now being fulfilled ,and 
how they relate to current events and pl'esent-day conditions. 
The names of some plainly show that they relate to an 
analysis or discussion of such pre,;ent cyents under the crit­
ical and searching light of the recorded Word of God. The 
literature shows that the present-day 'order' between the 
nations is foretold in the Bible, together with the result 
thereof. Present-day events are eited as circumstantial evi­
denne of the establishment of God's kingdom, and the early 
setting-up of the "new earth", the only hope for mankind's 
l'elief from the suffering that is sure to come with the devas­
tating Scoul'ge of totalitarian aggression that is now over-. 
running the earth. The literature points ollt dearly that be­
fore that New 'World is completely estahIii>hed Jehovah, the 
Almighty God, will destroy SalaD and his organization and 
present"day governments consisting of political, commercial 
and ecc1esiastieal elements that oPPJ'Cssively rule over the 
people in all D ut.ions, 'And in the day!; of th!'se kings shall 
the Cod of hea-vcll set up a kingdom, which shall never be de­
stroyed: find the kingdom shall not he left to other peopJe, 
but it shall break in pieces and consume all the6e kingdoms, 
and it shall ~tand for ever.'-Dan. 2: 44 j Matt. 24: 14. 

75 "I now offer in evidcnc€ and present to the court the 
booki; and other literature that I was carrying, all of whieh 
show that they are de,oted exclusively to an explanation 

73. Why do you use literature to preach tbe gosl!ol? 
74. '1'0 what doe. tM lit.emture relate~ 
TIS. Do you offer in evidence the literature you were usIng? 
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of thc Scriptures as written in the Bible and that my work 
is in no wise selfish or commercial. . 

15 "Jfy work is entirely charitable, prompted by an un­
selfish desire to do the people good in obedience to the com­
mand of Almighty God. The literature is not sold, hut is dis­
tributed on the terms of the one recciying it. 'fhe contribu­
tions received are used to print and distribut~ more like lit­
erahu'c. No one mahs My commercial profit, In fact, the 
contributions do not Rearly cover the cost of publication. The 
cost of pUblication is bornc chiefly by general YOlllotary con­
tributions made by penmns interested in getting the good 
news to the people, I engage in this work solely because I 
have given my life as a ministel' to God's service, and it is 
my duty to tell the people of God's gracious provision for 
man's protection and salvation and that His kingdom is the 
only hope for :>uffering humanity. My work is worshiping 
Almighty God in spirit and in truth as He commands and 
as the Constitution of this State and of the United States 
guarantees me the right to do. 

n "I belicyc and practice what I pI'€ach, and consider that 
my life must be dcvoted to this charitable work that I carry 
on. In Ezekiel 3: 17·19 it is stated, 'Son of man, I have made 
thce a watchman unto the hOllse of Israel: therefore hear 
the word at my mouth, and give them warning from TIle. 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou 
givcst him not warning, nor spcakest to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way, to sa vc his life; the same wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I requircat 

. thine hand.' If an ordinance rcquires me to ask for a permit 
to do thi:> work, my defcnsc is that no state or municipality 
has any authority to enact or enforce an ordinance that is 
contrary to the Constitution or whaL God commands in His 
law, and the enactment and attempt to enforce sueh ordi­
nance comes clearly ·within God's declaration at Psalm 
94: 20 with reference to 'framing mischief by law'. I was 
carrying this likrature explaining the Bible, and by this. 
means obeying G O(l's com maudment to be Hi:> witness and 
to preach this gospel of the Kingdom; and this right of 
pre:>s or publication, as well as the right to worship, is 

on 

76. What ill the nature of Hmr work, and· why do you do it? 
77. (a) What Seriptural authority do you have for refusing tl) 

stop preaching? (b) Why do you not comply with the at" tute or 
ordinance? 
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guaranteed to me by the Constitution of this Stute and the 
Constitution of the United States." [End of defendant's 
statement.] 

OTHER POINTS 

ra If the defendant is a company publisher and has some 
secular work he can explain that his primary occupation is 
that of a minister and that he engages in secular work dur­
ing the week to maintain his family and discharge his obli­
gations and "provide things honest in the sight of all men" 
(Rem. 12: 17; 1 Tim. 5: 8) so as to avoid being It public 
charge upon the people of good-will; that he does not make 
his living from the carrying on of such preaching. It call 
also be pointed out that the apostle Paul and other apostles 
at times engaged in secular work to maintain themselves. 
John 21: 2-7 shows Peter, Thomas, James and ,John en­
gaged in fishing, and this after tllCY lutd been called to be 
apostles. Paul worked with his hands so as to be self­
supporting and not dependent upon others for sustenance. 
(Acts 18: 3, 4; 20: 33,34; 1 Cor. 4: 12; 2 Cor. 12: 14; 
1 Thcss. 2: 9. 2 'l'llPss. 3: 8-10) By religionists even Jesus 
was recognized not tl,S a miuister, but as a carpenter. C~brk 
6 : 2,3) If a pioneer receives aid from sources other than 
contributions he can so state if asked. 

RIGHT TO MAKE UP A RECORD 

fa If, while giving a witness, the court insists that the 
publisher not preach, the answer ~an be firmly aDd boldJy 
made that 'I am not preaching, but am making up the record 
in my defense. If this court denies me my right to mllke my 
defense, the court must bear the rp.sponsibility before Al­
mighty God. Furthermore it is nec-cssary to show the Scrip­
tUres to the court in order to prUl'e my constitutional de­
fense of freedom of worship, and that the law docs not apply 
to me be~ause I was arrested for acting as an ordained 
minister.' . 

CROSS EXAMINATION OF DEFENDANT 

~Q The publisher on trial is subject to cross cJ(amination 
and must answer all questions propounded to him by the 

• ... • 
78. n"es the "()('.ular occupation of the company pubH~her pre­

vent his being regarded as a minister? 
79. It accused of preaching on the wHnMS stand. wbat .hould be 

your reply? . 
80, 1i1. Should the Christian minl8ter rcfu~e to answer questions 

asked by the court, llnd if not. why? 
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prosecuting attorney and permiUed by the judge of the 
mmrt. Do not hesitate to answer fully and quickly any qu('.~­
tioll that will be an avenue for giving a witness or and non­
cerning the Kingdom, or that will aid in showing the differ­
ence between religion and Christianity. An opportunity 
may be afforded during thi~ cross examination to point Ollt 

that J ehoyah's witnesses are not subyersi ve, are not against 
the government, are not against the Hag, re~peet the flag 
and the things for which it stands, render unto Caesar t.he 
things that arc Caesar's, bnt nnto God the things that are 
God's, and do not render unto Caesar those things which (Ire 
exclusively God's, are not carrying on a campaign of hatc, 
do not oppose peoplc because of their religious belief, belinve 
in freedom of spench for their enemies, andarc figb ting for 
liberty throughout the whole world to uphold the funda­
mental freedoms of speech, press and worship and freedom 
from want. and fear. They are not engaged in a commercial 
w(lrk, or political or religious propaganda work. 

Sl The r['heoN·atie ambassador should not be reluctant. to 
answer any question that might provide an opportunit.y to 
explain about the New World. 1 Pet. 3: 15 j }[ark 13: 9. 

OFFER OF OTHERS AS WITNESSES 

~2 In event. the occupation of the publisher aR an ordained 
minister is queRtioned or challenged, bring other of Jeho­
yah's witnesses to testify to the effcct that he is looked upon 
and regarded as an urdained minister of the gospeL His 
congregation is the people of good-will whom he serves. 
That the woyk beillg carried on is not peddling, soliciting, 
canvassing, or any other commercial venture, but is exe]n­
sively that of preaching the gospel of God's kingdom. 

SECOND MOTION 

83 At conclusion of the defendant.'s testimony, the defend­
ant should stand up and advise the eourt: "May it please the 
court, I have prepared another motion to dismiss which 
reads as fO\lnws:" [here read aloud the secMld motion]. 
Such motion should be in the follov.ring form: 
==. '"--

82. l'nder what cir~\lm"taD,*s should other witnesses be offcred 
In your behalf? 

83, 84. (a) ,"hen and how 8hould the sp.colld motion be »resented ? 
(b) 1f accused under !I lIeen6e-tnx ordlnlln~e, what ground should 
be udded to tile motion ~ 

• 



State of [fill in name of state] 
County of [fill in] 

[Fill in name of] Court 

[Fill in name of] Complainant 

•. ". 

MOTION 
Tersus TO· DISMISS 

IFill in your name] Defendant 

Now comes the defendant at the close of all the evidence and moves to 
dismiss the complaint and for a finding of "not guilty" upon the following 
grounds: 

(1) The undisputed evidence shows that the defendant is not guilty as 
charged in the complaint. 

(2) The defendant is an ordained minister, preaching the gospel of God's 
kingdom by distributing literature containing Bible sermons, and therefore 
the ordinance as properly construed does not apply to the acti vi ty of 
defendant. 

(3) The undisputed evidence shows that the articles delivered by the 
defendant, to wit, the literature in question, was published by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society in Brooklyn, New York, and shipped 
to defendant to be delivered by defendant to persons of good-will toward 
such Society, and to apply the ordinance in question directly burdens and 
abridges the defendant's rights under Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3, of the 
United States Constitution. 

(4) If the ordinance is construed and applied to cover the defendant's 
activity, then it unlawfully abridges and denies defendant's right of freedom 
of conscience, freedom to worship ALMIGHTY GOD, freedom of speech 
and freedom of press, contrary to the United States Constitution, First and 
Fourteenth Amendments. 

(5) If the ordinance is construed and applied to cover the defendant's 
activity, then it unlawfully abridges and denies defendant's right of 
freedom of conscience, freedom to worship ALMIGHTY GOD, 
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freedom of speech and freedom of press, ' eontTilry to 
the Consiil alian of this State. 

W}[EREFORF. the defendant prays that this court 
enter a judgment discharging the defendant upon a 
finui.llg of "not guilty". 

. . 
--~"-------------------------------~ 

Def~ndant 

[NOTE; If it is a license ta.x ordinance, 
add Ground (U) J to wit: J 

(6) Thc license tall: fee provided in the ordinance 
is exccsf;ive, exorbitant and greatly burdens the ac­
tiyity of all persons w.ho desire to t.>ngllge in "p~'e88 
adivity" and distribution of literature and sinmltane­
onsiy re<:eiving money contributions to carty on chari­
table work. 

84 If the judge will permit defendant to read the second 
motion, do so; if not, hand it to him and ask him to file it 
with Om papers and consider it. When defendant :finishes 
l'('-ftding the motion, or hands it to UIC judge, he should state 
to the court: "I have u written memomnd~t7tl of ZILW whif3n 
1 d~:;ire to submit to the CUll rt in support of this motion 
before judgment is passed on this casc." 

MEMORANDUM OF LAW 

M While it is not neeessary ·UJ make a legal argument in 
liU PPOl't of the second motion t.o ilismiss, it will be helpful 
to prepare ' in advance of trial a written Memorandum of 
La'w to be filed with the judge when the s!?<Jona molion is 
presented. Su~h 211 emorandum of Latv can be read uluu(l to 
the judge; but if this is 11 ot permitted, then it Can btl de­
livered to him with request that he read and e{)nsiner it be­
fore rendering judgment. The following is a guide for the 
publisher to use in preparing such memorandum in advance 
of trial. Every ease is different.. Therefore those portiuns 
of the following suggested Memorandum of Law win be 
omitted which do not apply to t.he pnrt.ieutar ease. Facts or 
circum~tanees of the case whieh are Dot stated in the follow­
ing Mcmorsmllum ean be added. When neatly typewriting 
- -

85. Ill) When Bhollld the Memorandum of Law 00 prepared? 
(b) Whitt lJ"rts of thel\I~lriorS!ndulll ~hould be eopie'd 1 
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, the Memorandum of Law it is not necC'ssary to copy each 
subhead under POINT Two (beginning at page 37), but 
select and ('opY only those propositions which relate either 
directly or indirectly to the case against defendant, When 
copying omit, of course, all the small paragraph numbers, 
which are printed in this booklet only to aid in study. In 
copying you can underscore the italicized words appearing 
in the Memorandum of Law. 

" 

[Memorandum of Law] 
.. 
State of [fill in name of state] 
County of [:fill in] 

[Fill in name of] Court 

[Fill in Dame of] Com plai naIl t 

, versus 

. . . , ' 

Lj<'ill in your name] Defendant 

1!EUORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
O~' DEFENDA'!'[T'S 

MOTION TO DISMISS 

SUMMARY 

, 86 The undisputed evidence shows that defendant at the 
time of arrest was acting ptil'sllunt to duties as all ordained 
minister of the gospel. 

67 'Contributions received bv Jehovah's witnesses are idell-
• 

t.ical with free-will offerings receivell by t.he clergyman when 
his contribution pI ate is passed. No reasonable persoll would 
contend that in church the hearel" "bought" or "purchased" 
a sermon when thus contributing to the preacher; nor ean it 
be contended that anyone "bought" the printed sermons dis· 
tributed by defendant. The defendant did not "sell" as that 
tCl'lll. is understood in commercial transactions. A commer­
cial business could not last long if operated on the prin­
ciples or by the methods employed by Jehovah's witnesses. 
The reason that Jehovah's witnesses carry on as they do in 

SB.87. (a) Contrlhutions reech'ed for the literature are com· 
!,fI"Il!JJe to what. and wily is preaching not commercial 1 (!J) In what 
way Is the deficit in tile cost or preurhing taken care of ~ 
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spite of the loss to them financially is that their entire life 
is devoted to ,Tehovah God and the dcdaration of His king­
dom gOllpel. Each has pledged his all to see that the people 
t<lceive God's -Vlord concerning: the complete establishment 
of God's kingdom in the near future, Each consider('; it a 
privilege to devote eJl(~rgy, time an il money toward bringing 
the message to the people, even if it costs him his libcrty 
or lifc; therefore, financial loss is a small thing com pared 
with other hardships they gladly endure for the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Jehovah's witnesses themselves keep the 
deficit suffered in their operations made up by voluntary 
contributions themselt'es and do not depend upon any on the 
outside to bear their burdens. Therefore their work is en­
tirely charitable and it cannot be honestly or fairly con­
tended to be commercial. Thc evidence does not support a 
conciw'Jion here that the transactions are commercial or 
mODey-making. 

88 The fact that some of Jehovah's witnesses are unable 
to work full-time flS ministen> but must spend part of their 
time to earn their JiYing through secular trade or <lalling and 
not lhrough the work of winistratiOD does not prevent their 
being properly considered as ministers of the gospel, duly 
ordained. If sueh requirements were insisted upon, the dis­
ciples of Christ .Tesus ,vere not qualified to ue His ministers. 
All of thcm had some secnlar callings; none werc graduates 
of theological seminaries. l' a ul was cllucated as· a ia wyer; 
other apo~tlcs weJ'c fishermen and "unlearned". Even Christ 
,J esus was a carpenter. 

89 Secular avoca lions of some of Jehovah's wit.nesses do 
not negative thcir fitness to preach the gospel of the king­
dom of God nor prevent their being considered worthy of 
legal recognition as milliste-rs. In re Oain, 89 Ala. 440, 441, 
holds thut "a mini~ter of religion includes a minister belong­
ing to a sect of religionists who perform ministerial labor 
gratuitously and rely on seeular employment as a means o£ 
subsistence". Thou~ands of urban clergymen enjoy large 
incomes from their ministry, while many rural preachers of 
"recognized" religions must engage in farming and other 
occnpation!; during the week so as to preach in the pulpit 
of the country church on Sunday . 

. ,' """''" 

88, 89. What does 1" 1"e O(li" say concerning a minister's doing 
"tiler work? 
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90 ARGUMENT 

Point One 

The law In question when properly constrl.led does not include 
defendant'B activity of preaching the gospel of God'" kingdom 
by dissemination of Sible literature cont<llning information and 
opinion. . 

91 Throughout the entire United States during the past 
several years this type of ordinance Ilna similar laws have 
been wrongly applied to the activity of Jehovuh's wit!le~ses. 
Many convictions have been appealed to the higher courts 
and such courts of various states have held consistently that 
the dul.y falls upon such court~ to eollsu'ue thosfO commercial 
laws so as to exclude the non-commercial preaching activity 
of Jehovah's witnesses. 'l'his the courts havt'l done in spite 
of the fact that the evidence clearly showed i.hat money con­
tributions were recej~'ed and that the complaining wibless('R 
in many cases testified that they "bought" literature from 
Jehovah's witnesses involved und that J ebovah's witnesses 
were "selling" literature. 

92 Most recent is the ease of People v. Barbe,., dc('.idP.fl hy 
the New York Court of AppcaJ~, reported in 289 ~, Y. 378, 
46 N. E. 2d 329, See also, People v. Gage, 38 N. Y. S, 2d 817; 
Cincinrnr.ti y, Mosicr, 61 Ohio App. 81 .. 22 N, E. 2d 418; 
Sema'llsky v. Sta.rk, 196 La. 307, 199 S. 129; Shrevepol't v, 
l'eague, 200 La. 679, 8 .s. 2d 640; Slate v. Meredith, Hl7 
S. C. 351, 15 S. J<~.2d 678; Thoma8 v. Atlanta, 59 Ga. App. 
520,1 S, E. 2d 598; State v.Richa·rdson, .... :. N, H ....... , 27 
A. 2d 94; .State v. Mea.d, 230 Iowa 1217, 300 N. W. 523; 
State ex rei. Wil80n v. Russell, 146 Fla, 539, 1 S. 2d 569; 
State ex ,.81. Hough v. Woodruff, 147 Fla. 299, 2 S, 2d 577, 
an of which eases involved the preaching activity of JfOho~ 
vah's witne.sses, See also People v. Finkelstein, 170 Mise, 188, 
9 N. Y. S. 2d 941. . 

95 Not every activity which involve~ a 'monetary incident' 
is commercial 01." merflhandising. Dissemination of ideas is 
expensive, if appreciative hearing is secured, No missionary 
effort, whether religious or political, or the activity of Jcho~ 
vah's witnel;ses, can be run without money .. It is proper and 

. 00-92. Wb!1t h!1ve many courtR held a;< to the llppJj('ation of con,· 
me.rtlll.l laws to the work or Jehova.!J'8 witnessCA? 

93. 1s it necessary to have mouey to defray expense of preaching? 
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necessary to receive contributions to help defray the cost 
of such disscmin ation ; fOl" j f Ii tCl"atul"C wcrc always required 

• to be giyen away free of eharge or a permit fee paid, the 
"four freedoms" would be only very short-lived. 

0' To confuse the commercial business of selling fruit, 
vegetableg, dry goods, etc., with the kind of activity carried 
on by defendant disregards major emphases which dis­
tinguish charitable activity from "\Voolworth's, thc political 
party from "Vi~ all Street". What Jehovah's witnesses do is 
the very antithesis of commercialism, retail "business", "re­
tail sales," or peddling goods, wares or merchandise. There 
was no gainful activity directed toward private profit. As 
used for purposes of the challenged ordinance, "peddling" 
and "businegs" mean to have an "object of gain, or benefit 
for pri va te ad nmtage". These elements are absent here. 'l'he 
transactions were not for profit or livelihood either to de­
fendant or the benevolent publishing corporation, the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. The commodity, lit­
erature, was not commercial; the way of working was not 
commercial, and the purpose or objective was not commerce. 
No "busincss" (lOU Id survive nnder such a plan on such basis 
as condncted by Jehovah's witnesses. In short, their activity 
is neither "sales" nor "business". Defendant's work was' 
essentially the distribution of literature containing informa­
tion and opinion on the terms of the receiver. 

"; In the case of Shreveport v. Teague, 200 La. Gi9, 8 
S. 2d 640, concerning one of Jehovah's witnesses, it is said: 
"It seems quite obvio11s to us from a mere rending of the 
above quoted section that the acts done by relator do not 
constitute a violation of the ordinance. Relator is neither a 
solieitor, peddler, hawker, itinerant merchant or transient 
vendor of merchandise. He is admittedly an ordaillcd min­
ister of a religious sect, who, instead of voicing his views 
from a pulpil, 1m v",l~ as an itinerant preacher from house 
to holtse. [1IJ The fact that relator, as an incident to his 
preachings, attempts to sell literature which ill conformable 
with his religious belicfs does not alter the nature of his 
profession or make him a solicitor, hawker or itinerant 
mercl1ant. • •• . [1"1] To hold otherwise, we would be com-

-"" 
94. How ill preaebing c()nfused with c()mmercial acdvlty? 
95,96. II()w does Shrevep()rl v. Te(J{/tie describe the preaching of 

.Jehon,h's wltn~ses? .. 
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pel1cd to attribllte to the City Council of Shreveport the 
intention of declaring that the visitation into homes (without 
previous invitations) by priests and ministers of all religious 
denominations, accompanied by the sale of Biblical litera­
ture, constitutes a nuisance and a misdemeanor, This we 
will not do." 

9" For the reasons stated above, the law upon which the 
prOHccution is based docs not apply. Therefore on the un­
dbputed cvidence and facts a finding of "not guilty" should 
be made and the complaint and prosecution ordered dis-
missed. . 

91 Poi nt Two 

The law is unconstitutional as constru~d and applied to defend. 
ant's activity because It abridges and burdens defendant's exer· 
clse of the rig hts of freedo m of speech, press and worsh I p of 
ALM IGHTY G'O·O, guaranteed to the people by the First and 
Fourteenth Amend ments t" the Un Ited States Constitutlo n an d 
the slm lis~ provi81~n$ In the Con 8tltuti~n of thIs State . 

• 

A 
Homes of the peop Ie are proper places to preach th e gospel 

a nd the ta king of money contributions does not· rna ke sllch 
preach Ing commercia I. 

98 Preaching from house to house by means of distribu­
tion of Bibles and Bible literature and simultaneously re­
ceiving money eontri bu tiom has been approved by the U nit-

o ed States Supreme Court many times as a proper method 
and subject to constitutional protection. 

0' In Schneider v. State, 308 U. S. 147 (1939), :Mr. Justice 
Roberts, speaking for the court, said: "As said in Lovell v. 
City of Griffin, supra [303 U. S. 4H], pamphlets have 
proved most effective inRtrumcnts in the dissemination of 
opinion. And perhaps the most effective way of bringing 
them to the notice of individuals is their distribution at the 
homes of the people!' 

. 100 In Martin v. Struthers, 319 U. S ....... , 63 S. Ct. 862 
(decided May 3, 1943). Murphy, J., concurring, said: 

97,98. Has the preaching of JellOvah's witnesses been approved by 
the Cnlted States Supreme Court·! 

99. What is the most effective way to preach? 
100. Is b(luse-to·honse preaehing a new method? 

• 

, 
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"Preaching from house to house is an age-old method .•• 
and it must he reDlcwbcred that 'one is not to have the exer­
cise of his liberty of expression in appropriate plaees 
abridged on the plea that it may be exercised in some other 
place'. Schneider v. State, supra, p. 163." 

'0' Mr. Justice Black, who delivered the opinion of Ow 
court in the same case (Martin v. Htl"'ulhefl~), said: "J!'or 
eenluries iL has been a COIllillUli [-,fad-ice ill this alld D(.hcr 
cDuntries fDr persons not spe!lifically invited to go frOID 
homc to home and knock 011 floors or ring doorbells to com· 
municate ideas to the OCCllpants or to invite them to polit­
ical, ~'cl igious, or other kiuds of public rn cdings. Whdher 
such visiting shall be perrnitted has in general been dcemed 
to depelld. UpOIl the will of the individual master of eaeh 
hous.ehold, and not upon the determination of the COIll­

munity .. ,. [11] 'Yhije door to door distributers of lit­
e!"ature may be either a nllisanr.e or a blind for criminal 
activities, they may also be useful members of Roeiety en­
gaged in the dissemination of jde~s in accordance with the 
best tradition of free discussion. The widespread use of 
this method of communication by many groups espousing 
various CRUSeR attests its major importance. . . . Many of 
our most widely established religious organizations hnvc 
used this method of disseminating their doctrines, aud la,bor­
ing groups have used it in recruiting their members. The 
federal government, in its current war bond selling cam­
paign, encourages groups of citizens to distribute advertise­
ments and circulars from house to house. Of course, as every 
person acquainted with political life knows, door to dODr 
campaigning is one of the most accepted techniqucs of seek­
ing popular support, while the circulation of nominat.ing 
pappn; W011ld be greatly handicapped if they could not be 
taken to the citizens in their homes. Door to door disb'ibu­
tion of circulars is essential to the poorly finnncl>d causes of 
little people. ['tTl Freedom to distribute information to every 
citizen wherever he desires to receive it is so clearly vital 
to the preservation of a free society, putting aside reason­
able police and health rrgnlations of time and manner of 
distribution, it must be fully preserved." 

101. (n) What Is "aid to be a common practice in tills and other 
countries 1 (b) lia ve other orgnniza tion" elnpJ1}yed tbls method 'I 

• 
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lQ~ In Murdock v. Pen1<syl'raniu, 319 U. S ....... , 63 S. Ct. 
870 (decided May 3, 1943), being eigh t cases of Jehovah's 
witnesses, Mr. Justice Douglas, speaking for the court, de· 
dared unconstitutional an ordinance of Jcannette, Pa., ap­
plied against J ehovnh's witnesses. Ho said: "Petitioners 
spread their interpretations of the Bihle and their religious 
beliefs largely through the hand distribution of litel'ature 
by full or part time workers. They claim to follow the ex­
ample of Paul, teaching 'publi.cly, and from house to house'. 
Acts 20: 20. They take literally the mandate of the Scrip­
tures, 'Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.' :Mark 16: 15. In doing so they believe that 
they are obeying a commandment of God. [m 'fhe hand 
distribution of religiol'ls tracts is an age-old form of mis­
sionary evangelism-as old as the history of printing presses. 
It has been a potent force in various religious movements 
down through the years. This form of evangelism is utilized 
today on a large scale by various religious sects whose col­
porteUr's caITY the Gospel to thousands upon thousands of 
homes and seek throngh personal visitations [.0 win adherents 
to their faith. It is more than preaching; it is more than 
distribution of religious literature. It is a combination of 
both. Its purpose is as evangelieal as the revival meeting. 
Thi~ form of religious aetivity occupies the same high estate 
under the First Amendment as do worship in the churches 
and preaching from the pulpit~. It ha~ the samo claim to 
protection as the more orthodox and conventional exercises 
of religion. It also has the same claim as tne others to the 
guarantees of freedom of speech and frcedom of the press. nn ... We only hold that spreading one's religious be­
liefs or preachillg the Gospel through distribution of reli­
gious literature and thrOllgh personal vi8itations is an age­
old type of evangelism with as nigh a claim to censtitutional 
protection as the more orthodox types. . . . [m ... But 
the mere faet that the religious literature is 'sold' by itiner­
ant preachers rather than 'donated' docs not transform 
evang'elism into a commercial enterprise. If it did, then the 
passing of the collection plate in church would make the 
church service a commercial project .••• It should be re-

102. (al Is 'hand distribution of llteratme a 1= of evangellsm. 
and in what way is it higher than pulpit preaching? (b) Does 
"sale" of Bibla Ii ternturc transform such preaching into a commer­
cial enterpri~e, and II not, why? 
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membered that the pamphlets of Thomas Paine were not 
distributed free of charge. It is plain that a religious or­
ganization needs funds to remain a going concern. But an 
itinerant evangeli8t, however misguided or intolerant he may 
be, docs not become a mere book agent by selling the Bible 
or religious tracts to help defray his expenses or to sustain 
him. Freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of 
religion are available to ali, not merely to those who can 
pay their own way. As we have said, the problem of drawing 
the line betwcen a purely commercial activity ana a religious 
one will at times be difficult. On t.his record it plainly can­
not be said that petitioners were engaged in a commercial 
rather than a religious venture. It is a distortion of the facts 
of record to describe their activities as the occupation of 
seiling books and pamphlets." 

1Q' B 
. . 

Streets are proper places for p reaoh I nil the gospel and rece Iv­
I ng oontributlons. 

104 In Hague v. O. I. 0., 307 U. S. 496, 515 (1939), Mr. 
Justice Roberts said: "\Vherever the title of streets and 
parks may rest, they have immemorially been held in trust 
for the use of the public Rnd, time out of mind, have been 
UHt~d for purposes of assembly, communicating thoughts be­
tween citizens, and discussing public questions. Such usc of 
the streds and public plaees has, from ancient times, been 
a part of· the privileges, immunities, rights, and liberties of 
eitizell s." 

10;; In Schneider v. Bta.te, 308 U. S. 147 (1939), Mr. Jus­
tice Roberts also said: "But, as we hayc said, the streets 
are natural and proper places for the dissemination of in­
formation and opinion; and one is not to have the exercise 
of his liberty of expression in appropriate places abridged 
on the plea that it may be exercised in some ot.her place." 

100 In ,J a·m-ison y. Texas, 318 U. S ....... , 63 S. Ct. 669 (de­
cidcd },Iarch 8, 1943), Mr. Justice Black said; " •.. But 
OIle who is right.fully on a street whieh the state has left 
open to the public carries with him there as elsewhere the 
constitutional right to express his views in an ordel'iy 
fashion. This right extends to the communication of ideas by 
handbills and literature as well as by the spoken word." 

, . 

10:;1·106. Whn t !s "aid 
di"trihUting literatnre on the 

the propriety of preaching by 
• • 
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lOT C 

Laws whIch provide for one to obtain a permIt Or 'icense from 
officials of a city, county or state before preachIng tl7e gospel 
by means of distribution of Bibles anlf Bible literature have been 
uniformly declared unconstitutional by the United States Su­
preme Court • 

. 
108 In Largent V; Texas, 318 U. S ....... , 63 s. Ct. 667 (de-

cided March 8, 1943), Mr. Justille Reed says: "This appeal 
brings here for review the conviction of appellant for viola, 
Hon pf Ordinance No. 612 of the City of Paris, Texas, wllich 
makes it unlawful for any person to solicit orders or to sell 
books, wares Or merchandise within the residence portion of 
Paris without first filing an application and obtaining 8. per~ 
mit. The ordinance goes on to provide that . , . _ 

• • 

'if after in V('stigation the il-fayor deems it proper or 
advisable he may issue a written permit to said person 
for the purpose of soliciting, selling, canvassing or 
census taking within the residence portioll of the city 
which permit shall state Oil its face that it has been 

... issued after a thorough investigation! 

. .. [fi] .Appellant's evidence shows that she carries II card 
of ordination from the \V atch Tower Bible and Tract So­
ciety, fin organization incorporated £01' the purpose of 
preaching the Gospel of God's Kingdom. The Society is an 
organization for J~hovah's witnesses, an evangelical group, 
founded upon and drawing inspiration from the tenets of 
Christianity. 'fhe Witnesses spread their teachings under the 
direction of the Society by distributing the books and 
pamphlets obtained from the Society by house to house 
visits. 'riley believe tna t they have a covenant with Jehovah 
to enlighten tIle people as to the truths accepted by the \Yit­
nesses by putting into their handtl, for study, various reli­
gious publicatiom; with titles such as Ohildren, Hope, Conso­
lation, Kin.qdom News, Deliverance, Got'ernment and Ene­
mies. [~J Mrs. Largent offered Some of these books to those 
upon whom she called for a contribution of not to exceed 
25 cents for a bound hook and several magazines or tracts. 
If the contribution was not made, tlle appei!llJlt, in accord­
ance with the custom of the Witnesses, would frequently 

1{)7, 108. Is the law constitutional It it xeyuire.. a permit ur 
license to distribute Iitera.ture 1 

, .-
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leave a book and traets without receiving any money. ~\ppcl­
lant was making such Oll'ltribution when arrested. She had 
not fi red an applieation for or received a permit 1l nder 
the oTdiIlU"'JC. . . . [n J Upon the merits, tbis nppoal is 
governed by recent decision of this Court involving ordi­
nDll0es which leave the granting or withholding of permits 
for the dist~ib utioll of religious publications ill the discre­
tion of municipal officers. It is unnecessary. to determine 
whelher the ili~LribuLioll~ of ti,e puhlication~ in question are 
flales or contributions. The mayor issues a permit only if 
after thorough iuvestigation he 'deems it p1'oper or advis­
able'. Dissemination of ideas depends upon the approval of 
the distri butor by the official. This is a dministrative censor­
ship in an extreme form. It abridges the freerl.om of rdigion, 
of the preNS and of 8peech guaranteerl. by the Fourteenth 
Amendment." 

100 T he Supreme Court of the Unit.ed Statl's, in an earlier 
case, LoveU v. Griffin, 303 U. S. 444 (1938), declared uncon­
!iii tutionula simiJar ordinance of the city of Gri mn, Georgia. 
There Chief J ustil'.{\ Hughes said: " ... The ordinance 
prohibiJ~ the distribution of literahrre of any kind at any 
time, at any place, and in any manner without a permit from 
the City ~Ianager. rm We think that t.he ordinance is in­
valid on its face. Whute,'er the motive which induced its 
adoption, its character is such that it strike" ll.t the very 
foundation of the fr{\edom of tho pn'ss by subjecting it to 
licen~e and censorship .... Legislation of the type of the 
orrl.inance in question w(lllld restore the system of licen~e 
and censorship in its baldest fmm. [1[J The liberty of the 
press is not confined to news'papers and periodicals. It neces­
Ml"ily embraces pamphlets and leaflets. These indeed have 
been historic weapons in the defen~e of liberty, as the pam­
phlets of 'Ihomas Paille >In rl. other8 in our own hi~tory 
1l1)1lndantly attest. 'fhe press in its historic connotation com­
prehends every sort of pUblication which affords a vehicle 
of information alld opinion." . 

110 In Sehneider v. State, 308 U. S. 147 (1939), in declar­
ing ll11eonstitlltional n similar ordinance of the town o£ 
Iryington, New Jersey, Mr. Justice Roberts said: " ••• 
--' _." '" 

109. I~ llbel"\y of the pI'<lSS confined to newspapers. and If not, 
wilat does it include? 

110. What is the effect of eeooorship by license upon distribution 
of litera tu,'e '/ 
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On this method of communieulion the ordinance imposes 
eensorship, abuse of which engendered the struggle in Eng­
land which evcntuated in the establi:-1hment of the doctrine of 
the freedom of the press embodied in our Constitution. To 
require a censorship through licell8e which makes impossible 
the free and unhllmpered distribution of pamphlets strikes 
at the very heart of the constitutional guarantees. [1T] Con­
ceding that fraudulent appeals lllay be made in the name of 
charity and religion, wc hold a municipality eannot, for 
this reason, require all who wish to disseminate ideas to 
present them first to police authorities for their consi dera­
tion and approval, with a discretion in the poli ce to say 
some ideas may, while others may not, be carried to t.he 
homes of citizens j some persons n1HY, while others may not, 
disseminate information from house to house. Frauds may 
be denounced as offense.'; and punished by law. Trespasses 
may similarly be forbidden. 1£ it is said that these means 
are less efficient and convenient than bestowal of power on 
police authorities to decide what information may lJe dissem­
inated from house to hom\(~, and who may impart the infor.­
mation, the answer is that considerations of this smt do 
not empower a municipality to abridge freedom of speellh 
and press." 

III In Cantwell v. Connecticut, 310 U. S. 296 (1940), it 
was declared by the United States Supl'eme Court that a 
Ill. w requiring R permit from the welfare secretary as a con­
dition precedent to solicitation of funds for a charitablc and 
religious organization was unconstitutionaL In that case, 
~Ir. Justice Roberts, speaking for the court, said: " . . . 
Thc appellants Ilrc right in their insistence that the Act in 
question is not sueh a regulation. If a certificate is pro­
cured, solicitation is permitted without restraint, but, in the 
absence of a ccrt.i1icate, solicitation is altogether prohibited. 
[1f) The appellants urge that to require them to obtain a 
certificate as a condition of soliciting support for their 
views amount8 to a prior restraint on the exercise of their 
religion within the meaning of the Constitution. . . . 
[1; J . • • But to condition the solicitation of aid for the 
perpetuation of religious views or systems upon a license, 
the grant of which rests ill the exercise of a deteJ:IDinatiou 

lll, 112. A.s a condition to soliciting fu.nds for a charitable and 
l"I!ligi"u~ organization, can one be required to obtain a certificate, 
)icen8e or permit, and if not, what courts bave so held? 
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by stare authority as to what is a religious cause, is to lay 
a forbidden burden upon the exercise of liberty protecred 
by the Constitution." 

112 Similar holdings have been made in other cases in­
yolying Jehovah's witnesses: Emch v. Guymon, ... c •• Okla. 
Cr ....... , 127 P. 2d 855; Blue Island v. Kozul, 379 Ill. 511, 
41 N. g. 2d 515; South H DUana v. Stein, 373 Ill. 472, 26 
N. E. 2d 868; Tucker v. Randall, 18 N. J. Mise. 675, 15 A. 
2d 324 j State ex rei. Wilson v. Russell, 146 PIa. 539, 1 S. 
2d 569; State ex rei. Hough v. Woodruff, 147 Fla. 299,2 S. 
2d 577; Borchert v. Ranger, 42 F. Bupp. 577. Therefore it 
is well settled that laws requiring the obtaining of a permit 
or license are llUconstitutionai, void, and cannot support a 
eon viction when applicd to the activity of Jehovah's wit­
nesses in preaching the gospel, as attempted in this case. 

111;0 

Laws prohIbiting absQlutely and at all time. the distrIbution 
of Blblu and Bible literature are unconstltl.ltlonal and VOid. 

11< This was definitely settled in Jamison v. Texas! 3]8 
U. S ....... , 63 S. Ct. 669 (1943), where it is said: "But oue 
who is rightfully on a street which the state has left open 
to the public carries with him there as elsewhere the con­
stitutional right. to expre,~s his views in an orderly fashion. 
This right extends to the communication of ideas by hand· 
bills and literature as well as by the spoken word. Hague 
v. C. 1. 0., supra; Schneider v. rr"ington, 308 U. S. 147, 102. 
Here, the ordinance as construed and applied prohibits the 
dissemination of information by handbills. As such, it cannot 
be sustained. em ... 'l'he right to distribute handbills con­
eerning religious subjects on the streets may not be pro­
hibited at all times, at all places, and under all circumstances. 
This has been beyond controversy since the decision in 
Lovell v. Griffin, 303 U. S. 444. The city contends, however, 
that in the instant case the prohibition is permissible be­
cause the handbills, although they were diBtributed for the 
lJnquestioned purpose of furthering religious activity, !lon-. 
tailled an invitation to !lontribute to the support of that 
Mtivity by purchasing books related to the work of the 
= , • 

113, 114. Are laws valid .that absolutely problblt distribution ot 
Dible literature; If not, wily? 

1 
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group. Tho mere presence of. an ad\'ertis~ment of a reli­
gious work on a handbill of the sort distributed here may 
not subject the distribution of the handbill to prohibition." 

115 An ordinance which prohibit.s distribution of litera­
ture within Il. certain section of a eity, such a!! the congesteu 
business district, has been declared unconstitutional. Ex 
parti! Walrod, 73 Okla. CT. 299, 120 p, 2d 783; Ex pa·rte 
Winn.ett, 73 Okla. Cr. 332, 121 p, 2d 312. Laws absolutely 
prohibiting distribution of lit1'lrature when applied to the 
acti,ity of Jehovah's witneB~es are unconstitutional and 
void and of no force and effect. CommOllwealth of JIassa­
chUseHll v. Anderson, 308 Mass. 370, 32 N. E: 2d 684. 

~'.; ... :~ .. ',. ~.: .. ,. 
116 E 

La ws requ Irln g th" paym ent of a. Iloense fee Or tax by ped. 
diers, hawkers and vendors are unconstltut.lonal when applied 
to the activity of Johovah'. witnesses. 

1 tr In the notorious decision of J nne 8, 1942, in Jones v. 
Opelika, 316 U. S. 584, the United States Supreme Court 
declared that licem;e-tu: and f~1J lu WB for plJdillers were not 
unconstitutional when applied to the activity of Jehovah's 
witnesses. Chief Justice Stone and Justices Black, Douglas 
and Murphy dissented. Motion for rehearing was filed and 
gmntcd, and, upon reargument, that Jones v. Opelika deci­
sion of June 8, 1942, was vacated Rnd the license· tax laws 

. in volvell therein were declared to be unconstitutional (as re-
ported at 319 U. S .... ___ , 63 S. Ct, 890, decided May 3, 1943), 
the court. in a per curiam 0 pillioll :;tating; "1<~or the reasons 
stated in the opinion of the Court in Nos. 480.487, decided 
this day, and in the dissenting opinions filed in the present 
cases after the argument last term, the Court is of opinion 
that the judgment in each case should be reversed. The 
judgments of (.his Court heretofore entered in these cases 
are therefore vacated, and the judgments of the stato courts 
are reversed." 

118 In Murdock v. Pennsylvania (Nos. 480-487, mentioned 

115. Are. Jaw8 yalld prohibiting dl~tr1butlon of literature within 
eertain sections of a city? 

116,117. What noto.>r\QU3 licelUle-tax dedsl()n was reYel"lled, and 
.... hen and by what court? 

118. If allowed, what "'ouJd be the effect of the power to tax dis· 
tribution uf literature ~ 

., 

• • 
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ill immediately preceding paragraph), 319 U. S ....... , 63 
S. Ct. 870, the Supreme Court of the United States declared 
uIlconstitutional the peddler's law of Jeannette, Fa., which 
had been wrongly applied te the activity of Jehovah's v;i.t­
lIesses. In that case :Mr. Juotice Douglas, who delivered the 
opinion of the court, said: " . . . The tax imposed by the 
City of Jean nette is a flat licen~e tax, the payment of whieh 
is a conditioll of the exercise of these constitutional priv­
ileges. The power to tax the exercise of a privilege is tlle 
power to control or suppress its enjoyment. l.:t:agnano Co. v. 
Haillilton , 292 U. S. 40, 44·45, and eases cited. Those who 
('an tax the exercise of this rdigious practice can make its 
exereise so costly as to deprive it of the resources neeEssary 
for its maintenance. 'l'hose who can ta" th c privilege of 
engaging in this fmm of missioum'y evangelism can dose its 
doors to all those who do not have a full purse. Spreading 
religious beliefs in tbis ancient and honorable manner wOllJ.d 
thus be denied the nerdy. 'l'hose who can deprive religious 
groups of their colporteurs can take from thero a part of 
the vital power of the press ''''hieh has .~\lrvi ved from the· 
lldormation. . . . [f;} The judgment ill Jones v. Opelika 
has this day been vacaLed. Freed frolll that eon trolling prec­
eden t, we e.an restore to their high, constitutional position 
the liberties of itinerant eyangelists who disseminate their 
religious beliefs and the tenets of their faith through di~­
tribulion of litemture. The judgment.s are reversed and the 
eauses are remanded to the Peunsylvauia Superior Court 
for proceedings not inconsi"teut with this opinion." 

119 The highest courts of seyeral states have declared the 
peddler's Ii cense· ta x laws as llnconsti tutional and void when 
applied to the activity of Jehovah's witnesses. State v. 
Greaves, 112 Vi. 222, 22 A. 2d 497; Blue Is!«nd v. Kozul, 
379 III. 511, '11 N. E. 2d 515; Communwealth y. Reid, 144 Pa. 
S. C . .'i69, 20 A. 2d 841; McConkey v. Freiericksbury, 179 
Va. 556, 19 S. E. 2d 682; Ex parte Stevensnn, ...... Tex. Cr. 
R ....... , lAg S. W. 2d 175 (Murch 1943). See also Reid, v. 
Brook/;ille, 39 13'. Snpp. 30. It is now definitely settled that 
l~ense-tax: or fee laws cannot be constitutionally applied to 
the preaching activity of J ehovah'~ witnesses. 

119. Wh~t courts other th~n the Supreme Co~rt have held the 
license-tux lnw invalid '! 

, 

• 
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120 F 

La W5 prohibit i ng ca III ng at the h orne. of the peo pie with out 
previous invitation or ringing doorbells for Hle purpo.e or dla. 
tributi n g IIt.f!!f'ature are u., consti tut.i ona I. 

121 In Martin v. Str~(thers! 319 U. S ....... , 63 S. Ct. 862 
(decided }fay 3, 1943), the United States Supreme Court 
dClllared unconstitutional the following ordinance, !Uld said: 
" 'It is unlawful for any person distributing handbills, uinlU­
Jars or other advertisements to ring the door bell, sound the 
door knocker, or otherwi~e summon the inmate or inmates 
of any residence to the door for the purpose of receiving 
such handbills, circulars or other advertisements they or 
any person with them may he distributillg.' [m ... W p 

know of no Oltate which, as dors the Struthers ordinance ill 
effoct, makes a perSOll a criminal trespasser if he en tel"a the 
property of another for an innoeent purpose without an 
explicit command from the owners to slay away. . . . Thi.il 
or any Olimihr j·egnlat.ion leaves the decisi on as to whether 
distributcrs of literature may lawfully call at a home where 
it belongs . with the homeowner himself.... [m The 
Struthers ordinance does not safegu.ard these constitutional 
rights. For Lhis reason, and wholly aside from any other 
possible defects, Oil whieh we {io 1I0t pass hut whic11 are 
suggest.ed in other opinions filed in this case, we conclude 
that the ordinance is invalid because in conflict with the 
freedom of speech and press." 

122 In Donley v. Colorado Springs,40 F. Supp. 15 (1941), 
aU ordinance that made it unlawful to enter upon Hie prem­
ises of another without previous illvitation of the house­
holder, when i'lppJied to the apostolic house-tochouse preiWh­
i..ng of J ehol-ah's witnesses, was declared unconstitutional 
and void. In that Case the court relied upon the decision in 
Zi1ltmerma·llm v. LU"ildun, 38 F. Supp. 582 (1941), which 
declared unconstitutional an ordinance that made it unlaw· 
ful to go upon the premises of another uninvited for the pur­
pose of vending and distributing merchandise. In the Colo­
rado Springs ca~e the court said: "Therefore the question 
was squarely presented, as here, of the validity of an ar-
= '" , = 

120. 121. Is it for a )lIunlcipality to determine whether an uo· 
invited peraon can enter the premises of another; and if not, what 
pari does the homeowner have in dedding iho mutter? 

122, 123. Are law~ prohibiting enU·y of property without prior 
invttatl"n \C"lhl, nnd if not, why? 
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rest for distributing printed mat<!rial on private property 
without the invitation of the owner 01' occupant, and the 
court was required to determine whether or not a restriction 
of that character violated the Federal Constitution. Llll The 
court [in t·he Zimmermann v. London case], in a memoran­
dum opinion file!l April 2.'j, 1941, held the ordinance imposed 
what amounted to a virtual prohibition upon su(',h distribu­
tion and interfered with th(' 'free and unhampered distribu, 
tion of pamphlets', which the Supreme Court in Lovell v. 
City of Griffin (supra), and Schneider v. The State (supra), 
held was a violation of freedom of speech and freedom of 
the press, protected by the First .Amendment from infringe­
ment by the Congress, and by the Fourteenth Amendment 
from infringement by state action. . . . ['If] We there­
fore conclude the plaintiffs are entitled to relief on two 
grounds. First, that the plaintiff, a minister of the Gospel, 
is not within the definition of the ordinance. And, secondly, 
that as applied to kim and hi8 calling lind the aets com­
plained of, its enforcement deprives him of rights and priv­
iJ(·ges secured by the Constitution of the Unit.ed States." 

us The sort of law declaring it a crime to enter upon the 
premises of anot.her without prior invitation has repeatedly 
been declared unconsti1utional, in scores of other cases, some 
of which are: Mount Sterling v. Donaldson Baking Co., 
287 Ky. 781, 155 S. W. 2d 237 (1941); Oolumbia (8. C.) 
v. Alexauder, 119"8. E. 241 (1923) ; Real Silk Hosiery Mills 
v. Oity of Richmond (Calif.), 298 :F'. 126 (1924); Ex parte 
1tia.ynard, 275 S. W. 1071 (1925); Oity of Orang,<burg v. 
Farmer, 181 S. C.143, 186 S. E. 783 (1936); Jewel Tea Co. 
v. Town of Bel Air, 172 :Md. 536, 192 A. 417 (1937); Prior 
v. White, 132 Fla. 1, 180 S. 347 (1938) j White v. Town of 
Culpeper,l72 Va. 630, 1 S. E. 2d 269 (1939); N. J. Good 
Humor Inc. v. IJ'd of Comm'rs, 11 A. 2d 113 (1940); 
McAlester (Okla.) Y. Grand Union Tea Co., 98 P. 2d 924 
(1940); De Berry v. La Grange, 62 Ga. App. 74, 8 S. E. 
2d 147 (19,10); ,'ewel Tea Co. v. Geneva· (Kehr.), 291 N. W. 
664 (1940) ; IIague v. C. 1.0.,101 F. 2d 774, 307 U. S. 496 
(1939); Shreveport v. Teague, 200 La. 679, 8 S. 2d 640 
(1942) ; Ex parte Fa.ulkner, 143 Tex. Cr. R. 272, 158 S. W. 
2d 525 (1942). It i~ therefore uniformly est.ablished that the 
"Green River" Ol'dinance and laws prohibiting one from 
entering the premises without invitation and the ringing 
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of doorbells to arouse the houscholder are unconstitutional 
and void. 

124 Go 

50- caned "bl ue Jaws" proh tb It I n9 work on Sunday are not 
applicable to d istr I bution of literature from house to house by 
J ehova h 's witnesses on Sunday. 

125 In State v. Mea,d, 230 Iowa 1217, :-l00 N. W. 523 
(1941), Jehovah's wiineRses were charged with desecrating 
the sabbath by knocking on doors and ringing doorbells 
while preaching the gospel from house to hOllse at Clinton, 
Iowa. Setting aside the convictions and holding the statute 
inapplicable, the court said: "It is contended ·by the state 
that /.he calling llpon h0118ehQlders after 10 a.m. on Sunday 
for the purpose of propagandizing Ilppelhmts' religious 
vicws by spoken and printed worth! constituted 'disturbing 
a private family.' . . . [1f] The st.ate also contend", the dis­
tribution of the booklets and o(~easi onai reeei pt of the sum 
of ten cents com;tit utcd 'selling property' within the pro­
hibition of the a.ct. Huwever, appelhl.llts were not engaged 
in seIling book Ids. The al1 .. gcd !lilIes WfOl'e merely incidental 
and collat.eral to appt:llants' main objed. which was to preach 
and pu hlicize the doctrim~s of their order. . . . We do not 
think the statute cont.emplates that the distribution of book­
Ids of this nature and under these particular cireumstanc.es 
constitutes desecrating the Sabhath." 

12r. See also Opinion of A tkrney General of State of New 
York, 45 N. Y. Slate Dept. Reports 286; People v. Finn, 
57 Misc. 569, 110 N. Y. S. 22; Idaho v. Morris, 28 Idaho . 
599, 155 P. 296 (1916); Commonwealth v~ NeSbit, 34 Pa. 
St. Rep. 398; Cronan Y. Boston, 136 )fass. 384; State v. 
Needhu'ffl, 134 Ran. ).'j5, 4 P. 2d 464; Dale v. Knepp, 98 
1'a. St. Rep. 389, 392 j Brl/an v. WatSotl, 127 Ind. 42, 62 
N. E. 666; Ft. Mad. 1st M. E. Chwrch v. Donnell, 110 Iowa 5, 
81 N. W.]71; Allen v. lJujJie, 4 N. W. 427; 111 re Hull, 18 
Idaho 17.'j; Bennett v. Brook.s, 91 Mass. 118 j 60 Corpus 
Juris 1056. 

U7 Press activity such as distributing booklets does .not 
tome within prohihition of such "Sunday" laws even though 
not none IU! an act of worship, such as by newspapers. See 

, . 

lU-l:t7. Wb~· doe'S not lIcUvlty of Jehovah's wiwesseR eonBtitute 
\·iolatlon of Sunday laws 1 
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Pulitz-er- Pub'g GQ. v. McNichols, 181 S. W. 1. However, the 
distribution of literature by J ehovuh's witnesses is their- way 
or means of worship or s('l"viee of Almighty God hy preach· 
ing or declaring His message concerning Thc Theocracy. 

12SH 

Child labor laws cannot apply to Jeho~ah's witnesses and their 

children because the children a,sist. in preaching the g-os.pel of 

God's kingdom through distribution of literature. 

12U The New HronpshiTc Supreme Court, in State v. 
Richardson, 27 A. 2d 94 (1942), coneeruing one of Jeho­
,'ah's wit.nesses pl"eaching the gospel and who was assisted 
bv a small child in the distribution of Bible literature, held - . 

inapplieable the following statute; "Whoever ~mploYB any 
child, and whoever penrJitq or suffers any child under his 
control as parent, guardian or otherwise, to be employed 
or to work in violation of any of the foregoing" provi~ions" 
of the S tate labor la W8, shall Le guilty of 11. criminal offense. 
There the eom·t said: "It is thought that the ncti vity in which 
the Loy under the defendant's leadership WH..'1 engaged is 
not within the tenor and spirit of the prohibition of sales 
in public places. His service was not fairly to be cla~giJied 
as a business enterprise or as work, in the ordinary sense 
of words. To U8e a cummon expression, he was Dot exploited 
to help as a source of family income and material resources 
or to promote the defendant's financial welfare. Any ex­
ploitation of the boy was for other than pecuniary ends. 
He was performing a service under his illother'E auspices, 
alld t.he few cents he recc1ved were no impaction on the con· 
trolling rellgious character of hi~ service, so as therehy to 
hansform it into one of employment or work. The money· 
mRkiDg feature of bis service is too in~ignifict1.ut to receive . . 

notice as a factor modifyillg a strictly religious engagement 
into one with bllsiness attributes," 
_. ,.. 

128.129. Docs lllstcilJuti(>n of llt€I'ature by a child with his pareut" 
or !,,"lllinlilln constitute vlolat.ion of the chilli lubc.r law .. , lind it !lot, 
whYl 

" 
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130 I 

Trespass laws cannot be applied to prevent Jehovah's wit. 
nesses' Cil III ng upo n teroil nts in an a pattme nt ho use contra ry to 
the wishes of the superintendent or owner, as long as the tenant 
does not advise the minister to stay away. 

l.S1 In Commonwealth v. R-ichard.son, ...... Ma~s ....... , 48 
N. E. 2d 678 (J,:cidcd April 26, 1943), there was a convic­
tion of .J ehovall's witnesses who n~fused to leave an apart­
ment building when directcd to do so by the superintendent. 
Defendants continued to call from apartment to apartment 
and were arrested by the officeI' on complaint of the superin­
tendent. In the Massachusetts Supreme ,Judicial Court the 
eon victi on was set aside and the court declared the l'ights of 
!.he ministers, saying, "I,Vhether the defendants entered the 
eonunon passageways of the building in que:>tion in viola­
tion of the statute depends upon !.he extent of the (,Oll trol of 
the . landlord thereof, aud that of the respective tenants. 
It is settled that, when a landlord lets property to be oc­
cupied by several tenants, although he retains for certain 
purposes control of the comnlon doorways, passageways, 
stairways and the like, he grants to his tenants a right of 
way in the nature of an easement, appurtenant to the premo 
ise~ let, through th ose places that afford aceess thereto. 
Bart v. Cole,156 Mass. 475, 476. l'remont Thea·tre Amuse­
ment 00. v. Bruno, 225 Mass. 461, 463. ]}felville Shoe Corp. 
v. Kozminsky, 26S ::\fass. 172, ISO. This is necessarily so since 
'the grant of any thing carries all implication, that ihc 
grantee shall have all that is necessary to the enjoyment of 
the grant, so far as the gmntol' has power to give it'. 8ali.~­
bury v. An&nws, 19 Pick. 250, 255. It is also settled that 
this easement extends to the members of the tenant's family 
and to all his gUt'lsts and invitees. Ba~on v. Jaques, 312 Mass. 
371, 373, amI cases cited. [m ... we are of opinion that 
upon the evidpn~c no other finding properly could be made 
than that, in gaining admission to the inner corridors or 
halls where the apartments in quc~tion were located, the de­
fendants were at least licensees of the respective tenants who 
afforded them the opportunity to enter and state their mis­
sion. In Lakirl v. Ames, 10 Cush, 198, 220, the court said: 

130, 131. D()e;; the landl()rd have thc right to prevent Ii minister 
from eaJUllg UpOD tenfonts of .111 apartment house, and what did tile 
~Ia~su~hu8etts Supreme Court ba ve to ""Y about i.1I1~ practice 1 

• 

• 
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'there are cases ... where the law will imply a license, in 
the absence of ariy proof of direct authority', from the 

. necessities of individuals and the usages of the comml1nity. 
'rhus it has been held that the entry upon another's close, 
or into his honse, at usual and reasonable hours, and in a 
customary manner, for any of the common purposes of life,· 
e.annot be regarded as a trespass.' 'A license may be im­
plied from the habits of the eOllDtry.' McKee v. Gratz, 260 
U. S. 127, 136. See also Plummer v. Dill, 156 1.1ass. 426,428; 
Hurt v. Cu/e, U'i6 MaRS. 475,479; Riley v. H arri.~, 177 Mass. 
163,164; Norris v. Hugh Naum Constructing Co., 206 Mass. 
58; Larmore v. Crmv'» Point Iron Co., 101 N. Y. 301." 

182 J 
The tact that ccntents of literature attack dOctr,nes of the 

"recogn;'l:ed" religions as false and contrary to the Word of 
God Is not grou nd for proh Ibitlng Its dlstrlbutlcn. 

133 Christ Jesus lind His apostles attacked the "recog­
nized" religion of their day as being false. Throughout his­
tory there have been dissenters who have protested against 
the false doctrines of the Roman Catholic Hierarehy alld 
other religions. Since the adoption of the T:nited States Con­
stitution every person Within the United States has the 
right to state publicly his disagreements aud attacks upon 
thc doctrines of religious and political programs which he 
believes to be false. . 

131 In Cantwell v. CQnnecticut, 310 U. S. 296 (1940), the 
United Stlltes Supremc Court held that one of Jehovah's 
witnesses could not bc convicted for playing a phonograph 
record which "embodies a general attack upon all organized 
religious systems as instruments of Satan and injurious to 
man" and "singles out thc Roman Catholic Church for 
strictures couched in tenns which nahlJ.'ally would offend 
not only persons of that persuasion, but all others who re­
spect the honestly held rcligious faith of their fellows". 1'he 
court, through Mr. Justice Roberts, said: "In the realm of 
\·eligious faith, and in that of political belief, sharp difl'er­
ences arise. In both fields the tcnets of one man may seem 
the rankest error to his neighbor. To persuade others to hiS 
•• 

132, 133. Does a person have the ri!:"ht publlely tc criticIze reli· 
gi(}us beliefs of others '! . 

l:M. Is it uulaw ful to play a phonograph record attack; ng tbe 
Roman Catholic Hierarch)" and jf not, wily? 
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own point of view, the pleader, as we know, at times, resorts 
to exaggeration, to yiWleation of men who have been, or 
are, prominent in Chl1rch or state, and even to false state­
ment." 

~a~ III Murdock v. Penfl.~ylvaniaJ 319 U. S. 0._ ••• , 63 S. Ct. 
870 (der-ided May 3, 1943), Mr. J ust.ice Douglas said: "Con­
siderable emphasis is placed on the kind of lit€l'ature which 
petitioners were distributing-its prov'ocatiye, abusive, and 
ill-mannered <lharaeter and the assault which it makes on our 
established churches and the ehel'ished faiths of manv of us . 

• 
. . . But t.hose considerations arc no justification for the 
license t.ax which the ordinance imposeH. Plainly a commu­
nity may liot suppress, or the state tax, the dissemination of 
views bccause they are unpopular, annoying or distasteful. 
If that device were ever sanctioned, t.here would have been 
forged a ready instrument for the suppression of the faith 
whieh any minority eherishes but which does not happen to 
be in favor. That would be a complete repUdiation of the 
philosophy of the Bil! of Rights." 

, 1.'6 In Murtin v. Stl1ltheT~, 319 U. S ....... , 63 S. Ct. 862 
(decided May 3, 1943), Mr. Justice Murphy, concurring, 
said: "If a religious belief has substance, it can survive 
criticism, heated and abusive though it may he, with t.he aid 
of truth and reason alone. By the same method those who 
follow false prophets are exposed. Repression has no place 
in this country. It is our proud achievement to ha.vc demoJl­
strated that unity and strenbrth are best accomplished, not 
by enforced orthodoxy of views, but by diversity of opinion 
through the fullest possible meaSl1tO of freedom of con­
science und thought." Sec, also, in this connection, Gaffney 
(S. C.) v. Putnam, 197 S. C. 237,15 S. E. 2d 130 (1941); 
People v. Kieran, 26 N. Y. S. 2d 291 (1940). 

137 K 

The activity of and teachings advocated by Jehovah's wit. 
ne8ae!i a re neither"' sed itla Us -nor subversive. 

13S Tho Supreme Court of the United States, in opinion 
delivered June 14, 1943, in Taylor v. State, 319 U. S ....... , 

135, 136. Why may not diBSemination of unpopular views be sup· 
pressed ~ 

137 ·139. What has the Supreme Court of the Ilnited States de· 
e1ared aa to Uterature of Jehovah's witnM~es heing not subversive? 
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63 S. CL 1200, held that the distribution of literature and the 
speaking of words that explain the TCflSon why .Jehovah's 
witnesses GO not paTti~ipatc in worMly controversy and 
wars bctween nations, and exp] nin ing why they cannot salute 
the .Ilag of the United States, cannot be made the basis of 
a convidion under the sedition ~tatute of Mississippi, which 
prohibits the distrihution of literature which tends to create 
disloyalty a,ud causes nn attit.ude of stubborn refusal to 
~alute the flag. In that case the court said: " . . . If the 
state cannot constrain Due to violate his cousden tious reli­
gious conviction by saluting the national emblem, then cer­
tainly it can not punish hi 10 for im partin:.; his views on the 
subjcct to his fellows and exhorting thf'm to accept those 
views. [11] Inasmuch as Betty Benoit was ehurged only with 
dissem inating literature :reru!onably tending to create an 
attitude of stubborn refusal to salute, honor, or :respcet the 
national and state flag and government, her conviction dcnies 
her the liberty guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment. 
Her conviclion and the convictions of 'ravlor and Cum· -
mings, for advocating Rnd teaching refusal to salute the 
.Ilag, cannot be sustained. [m The last mentioned appellants 
were also charged wi til oral teachings and the dissClll ination 
of literature calculated to encourage disloyalty to the state 
and national governments. '!.'heir convictions on this charge 
must also he ~et aside. [1T] The statute as construed in these 
cases makes it a criminal uirense to communicate to others 
views and opinions :ncspecting governmental polir.ics, and 

. prophecies cOllcerning the future of our own and other na­
tionH. A~ applied to the nppcIlants it punishes them although 
what they communicated is not claimed or Sho\1;11 to have 
been done with an evil or sinister purpose, to have advo­
cated or incited subversi\·e action against the nation or state, 
or to have threatcned any clear and present danger to our 
institutions or our governmeJ:Jt. What these appellants com­
municated were their beliefs and opinions concerning do­
mestic mcasures and trCll d s in national and worl d affairs. 
l1TJ Under our decisions criminal sanctions cannot bc im­
posed for such communication!' 

lag See nlso McKee v. Inriiana J .319 Ind. 247, 37 N. E. 3d 
940 (1941), where the Indiann SupI'€me Court held that the 
distribution of literature by Jphovah's witnesses did not, 
violate a sediti on statute of that stat-e, designated as the 
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Riotous Conspiracy Statute ruld "Criminal Syndicalism" 
A.et. It was held that the distribution did not advocate or 
incite the overthrow of the government by force and vio­
lence. See also Becle,- v. Smith, 40 F. Supp. 139 (1941), 
where the aetivity of and literature distributed by Jcho­
,ah's witnesses werl~ held not to be in violation of the Ken­
tucky sedition statute. 

140 L 
Jehova h's witnesses have a lega I rig lit to refuse to salute 

the f1~ g and neither they no r th eir children 0;1 n be dep rl \fed ot 
ri g hts because of SUc.h refusaL 

141 Jehovah's witnesses It's-pect the flag and the things for 
which it stands. They have valiantly fought on the "home 
front" fo1' liberty of speech, of press and of conscience, and 
push these fight~ through the courts so as to maint.ain these. 
liberties for all. They refuse to salute the flag because to 
do so is It violation of their covenant to remain obedient to 
Jehovah God's eomrnandmf'.llU>, one of which is. recorded at 
Exodus 20: 2-G, which forbids the bowing down to, saluting 
or otherwise worshiping any symbol or any government or 
any thing except. Jehovah God. 

H2 On June. 14, 1943, the Suprcme Court of the United 
States reversed its notorious Gobitis decision of June 3, 
1940 (Minersville v. Gobitis, 310 U. S. 586), in the ease of 
West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, 319 
U. S ....... , 63 S. Ct. 1178, and held that the school board did 
not have the right to expel from school and deny education 
to children of Jehovah's witnesses who refuse to salute the 
Hag. In that case decided June 14, 1943, the court said: 
Ii ••• To sustain the compulsory flag salute we are re­
quired to say that a Hill of Rigbt~ which guards the in­
dividual's right to speak his own mind, left it open to public 
authorities to compel him to uttcr what is not in bis mina. 

- . . . [m 'l'he very purpose of a Bill of Rights was to with­
dralV certain subjeds from the vicissitudes of political con~ 
trovel'sy, to place them beyond thc reach of majorities and 
officials and to establish them as legal principles to bc ap­
plied by the courts. One'S right to hfe, liber!.y, and property, 

• 

140·1-12. What notol'ious decielon as to flag saluting was reversed. 
by the Vnited States Supreme Court };u June 1013, and what are 
hIgh points of the court's IItatement? 

• 
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to free speech, a free press, freedom of worship and assem­
bly, and other furillamclltal rights may not be suhmitted to 
vote; they depend on the outcome of no elections. . . . 
[1TJ The case is made difficult not because the principles of 
its decision are obscure but because the flag im'oh'ed is our 
OWn. N everthelc~s, we apply the limitations of the Consti­
hltion with no fear that freedom to be intellectually and 
spiritually diverse or even contrary will disintegrate the 
social organization .... -When they are so harmless to 
others or to the State as thoRe we deal with here, the price 
iR not too grpat. But freedom to diffcr is not limi ted to things 
that do not matter much. That would be a mere shadow of 
freedom. The test of its substance is the right to differ as to 
thingR that touch the hea1't of the existing order. ['If] If 
there is any fixed star in our constiiutional constellation, it 
is that no official, higb or petty, can prescribe what shall 
be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other mat­
ters of opinion or force eiti2ens to confess by word or aet 
their faith therein .... [,-r] We think the action of the 
loeal authorities in eompelling the flag salute and pledge 
tram;cends cons t.ituti onal limitations on their power and 
invades the sphere of intellect and spirit which it lli the 
purpose of the First Amendment to our Constitution to 
re~erve from all official control. [m The decision of this 
Conrt in .Minersdlle School District v. Gobitis and thc hold­
ings of those few per curiam decisions which preceded and 
foreshadowed it are overruled, and the judgment enjoining 
enforcement of the "'cst Virginia Regulation is Affirmed!' 

14" State courts have consistently held that children could 
not be taken away from their parents because they refused 
to salnte the flag or had been taught by their parents so to 
do. Reynolds y. Rayborn, 116 S. \V. 2d 836 (1938); In 1'0 

Lelebv·re, 91 N. H. 382, 20 A. 2d 185 (1941); In 1'e ,1011es, 
175 Misc. 4."i1, 24 N. Y. S. 2d 10 (1940); I'll r8 Reed, 262 
App. Div. 814, 28 N. Y. S. 2d 92 (1941); Commonwealth 
v. J ohnsoll, 309 Mass. 476, 35 N. E. 2d 801 (1941); Stone 
v. Stone, . ____ . Wash. ______ , 133 P. 2d 526 (1943); Bolling v. 
Superior Court lor Clall-am COunty, ...... Wash ....... , 133 P. 
2d 803 (1943). _ 

Hi State courts have also consistently held that parents 
of the children conld not be prosecuted for contributing to 

, '. 
143. 144. What other courts have held that parents and ehildren 

cannot be punished for refusal to salute the lIng? 

• 
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the delinquency of their children who had been taught thn.t 
it wus wrong to salute the flag. In re Latrecchia) 128 N. J. L. 
472, 26 A. 2d 881 (1942) j People of Illinois v. Chia/reddo) 
381 Ill. 214, 44 N. E. 2d 888 (1942); People v. Sand,~t'l"om, 
279 N, Y. 523, 18 N. E. 2d 84() (1939); State v. Smith, 155 
Kans. 588, 127 P. 2d 518 (1942). ' 

14.) Conel u s 10 n 

The defendant submits thnt the admonition given by the 
counselor Gamaliel in ancient times should. apply here; 
"Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if thi8 
counselor this work be of men, it will come to nought; but 
if it be of God, ye Call1lOt overthrow it; lc~t haply ye be 
found even to fight against God."-Acts 5: 38,39. 

HG WHEREFORE defendant reqnest!! the court to dismiss 
the prosecution and discharge defendant wit.h costs. 

Respectfully and cOllfidentJy, 

-
Defendant 

[End of Memorandum 0/ Law] 

PRINTED DECISIONS 

141 If the Society has sent to t.he defendant some pertinent 
printed decisions of courts which apply to the (lase, these 
can also be handed to the ,iudge for his consideration. 

APPEAL. 
, 

us Paul the apostle established the precedent of appeal to 
higher courts by a Christian when, in order to escape perse­
cution and death at Jerusalem, he said, "I appeal unto 
C::esar." (Acts 2.'5: 11) Paul aL~o said: "I stanrl at Ca:sar's 
judgment seat, where I ought to be judged."-Aets 25: 10. 

1<9 If the court should find the defendant "guilty" and 
assess punishment, say to the court, "I make application to 
appeal this case to a higher court!' The judge should be re­
quested to fmnish the necessary appeal blanks and blank 

145. 140. What conn. • .,l ilid Gamaliel give that is applieable toduy? 
14.7, If nvalhlble, should printed decl;!lons be glven to tile court 

with the Memorandum of Law? 
148. How did Paul establish a pre<!cdcnt for morlern.da~· Chcisti ... usf! 
149. In event of conviction, wbat request Nhould be IllJlde? and If 

refused, what should the mi ulster do 1 

• 

• 
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appeal bond and to a~~ist in making out the application fo-r 
appeal and In'eparing the bond. If the judge will not help, 
then an attorney 8hould be engaged immediately to prepare 
and file the appeal paper.;; and do wll1lt is necessary to com­
plcte t.he appea1. T he {~ourt ~h Ollld be requested to allow 
time and opportunity to the defendant to employ an attor­
ney to perf{~rt the appeal. In some states it is a requirement 
that written notice of appeal be given to the clerk of the 
court :mu prosecuting attorney. In some ~tates, al~o, the 
time within whieh to take appeal i~ very limited. Tn 1Iissou-ri 
['he appeal must be taken on the day of convicliDn, and in 
other states five day~ are allowed. The law varies in each 
state as to the tillle and manner of appeal. This shouIa be 
investigated promptly to be SUI't that the appeal i:; taken 
within the time and way required by local law. 

1.,0 In preparing appeal papers, do not overlook attaching 
a copy of the ordinanllC or law under whieh the arrest and 
prosecution waS had. 

ATTORNEY 

151 ,"Yhen the trial is completed >Tn immediate :report should 
be made to the Society's kgal Desk as to what occurred and 
u.s to whelher an altoI1ley has been obtained loeally to assist 
in han(iling the appeaL Advise such attorney that the So­
ciety will furni~h hriefs and de(li8iollS in other si milar eases 
whieh will reduce the attorney's research work and prepara­
tion to a minimum. If, as and when the caRe reaeil('R Lhe 
higher a p peUate court of ['he state, wb ieh court require~ 
printing of the record and briefs, the local attorney handling 
the same ean be advised that the SO(licty's counsel will pre­
pare and file the printed briefs required and auange for the 
prin ting of the record so as to hola expcnses to the minimwn 
and to insure the most effective presentation of the appeaL 

"'" In arranging with an attorney to handle th{~ ease, it is 
more suitable to agree with him in advance on the fee to 
be charged on the basis of the work to be done in each par­
ticular Ilourt. BefoI'e any lal'ge attol'ney's fees are agreed 
upon by brethren, write to the Society for advice. No one 
has aut.hority to obligate the Society for attorney's fees with.-

• on" •• 

150. What shoulil be attacheil to the appeal papers? 
151. After appeal from conviction what shoulil bo done? 
152. What aJ'l'angements ~hould be maile fot' an attorney? 
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out its prior conscnt, Only an attorney who is willing to 
proceed in harllluny with the suggestions made herein sboulll 
be retained, The bl'ethren should advise him that he will be 
expected to work in harmony with Soeiety's Legal Desk 
at Brooklyn. If IDeal rounscl cannot be 0 btamed, ad vise 
the Society. The Legal Desk may be in ro~ition to recom­
mend some attorney for handling of the cWie. 

MOBS 
U3 In ancient times the faithful servants of Jehovah were 

persecuted. Lot's visitors were mobbed (Gen, 19: 4-10) ; 
J osbua and Caleb were threatened with st.oning by a rno h 
(N urn. 14: 6-1 ()) ; Christ Jesus was mobbed. (1 ,uke 4 : 14-30 ; 
22 : ·17-5<1; 2.~: J, 2) 1 n J orusa1em an d €lsewbere the apostl es 
were m{)bbed, beahm and foully persNmt-€d hy the demon­
ized populace of that day who, like their "father the devil", 
took the law into their own hands. Stephen was mobbed 
and killed by stoning. (Ads 7: 54-(0) Many times Paul 
was moh bed. (Ads 14: 19; 17: 2-7; 19: 28-41; 21: 26-3(j ; 
2 Cor. 11: 24-26) "The whole world lies in the power 
of the evil one" (1 J olm 5: 19, Weymouth), and human 
croatures llre almost without. exception subject to the demons 
even as in the days of Noah. (1,11 ke 17 : 26) Sueh men 811 h­
miUing themselves to the dem ons are like beasts. They 
eowar(Uy gather th"mse)ves together in g'Hmps to bluff and 
bully those who do not yield themselves to their demands. 
Stand up against s11eh a host, trusting en tirely in J eh ovah 
God. Headed for Jerusalem, where be knew a mob awaited 
his arrival, Paul said: "And llOW, behold, I go bound in the 
spirit unto J el'usalem, not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there: . , . but none of these things move me, 
nei ther eon nt I my life dear 1Ul to myself, so that I mi gh t 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, whieh I havn 
rnrei ved of the Lord J nsns, to testify the gospel of thn grace 
of God ... for I am ready not to be bound only, but also 
to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord J c8us,"-Aets 
20 : 22-24; 21: 13. 

1M Threats of mob violence are not grounds for stopping 
the proclamation of the IGngdom message. Often these 

Hi3, Ts mob "-"sault " m(){]em th!ng, ~ nd what was the apo8tJc'S 
atti tude toward threats of such'/ . 

154, 155. Whut "wps should the Christian take In deali ng with 
PlObs? 

, 
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threats are mere bluffs. ·When surrounded by a mob the 
servant of God should advise them that he· is preaching the 
gospel of God's kingdom as commanded by Goil's Word,. the 
Bible, and that if they harm him his blood will be upon their 
heads (Jer. 26: 14,15); that they are the law violators by 
taking the law into their own hands, thus showing eontempt 
for the flag of the country and that for whieh it stands. In 
aU this remember the counsel and comfort contained in the 
Scriptures written aforet.ime for Our usc in such a crisis, 
and trust entirely in t.he Lord for strength and deliverance. 
(J osh. 1: 9; 2 Chron. 20: 15, 17; Ps. 29: 11; Isa. 26: 3, 4 j 
50 : 7; Ezek. 33: 8, 9; Phil. 1: 27-29) If the mob docs not 
disband after an effort to reason with them, move away 
from them und try to avoid them. If forced to use self­
defense, do so. (The Watchtower, Sept. 15, 1939) There is 
no need to arm oneself 3Dd go about looking for trouble. 
Avoid such. 

t5S In a place w hel·e mob violence is repe~tedly stined up 
against the Kingdom ser\·ice it maybe advisable to alternate 
the time for doing street witness work so as to frustrate the 
plans of the mobsLers. If conditions continue so as to warrant 
a drastic change, communicate with the Society for advice. 
\Vhcn a mob gathers one of the brethren should communi­
cate with the local officials and ask that assistance and pro­
tection be given. If the officials refuse, then look solely to the 
Lord for protection. Keep in mind the exporiences of Paul 
and other faithful sen'ants who endured like sufferings as 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 2 Tim. 2: 3. 

ALWAYS REPORT LAW VIOLATIONS 

1~6 When assaulted or mobbed see the local prosocutor. 
GiYe him the names of the guilty ones and insist that they 
be prosecuted for violating the local state laws. When a mob 
is permitted by the local officials to gather and assault one, 
he should make a eiear, brief, comprehensive report of all 
the facts, nlUlling as many individuals as possible who par­
ticipated therein, together with names of local officials who 
refused to give protection, stating that sueh eonduct requires 
action by the United States Goyernment undcr Sections 51 
und 52 of Title 18 of the United -States Code. Send the 
report to the Department of Justice, Civil Hights Section, 

,,' • 

156. To. who.m. when lind how ~hould vio]atiou8 of the law be 
reported 1 
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Washi".gton, D. C., with copy to the governor of the State, 
the lucal prosecuting attorney, and tile Society's Legal Desk. 
Such reports need not be sworn to before 11 Dotary public. 
III {'vent such assaults and mobbings are repeated, an at· 
tempt should be made to have t.he local magistrate and jus. 
tice of the peace place the moosters and assaulterS under a 
peace bond. 

FINES 

101 The apostles did not pay fines; likewise today Jeho· 
vah's witne£ses should not do so when convicted for preach· 
ing the gospel. 1£ the court assesses a fine, (In appeal should 
be taken. 1£ the appeal i3 lnst, then the fine should be dis­
charged by going to jail instead of paying the fine. The 
Theocratic ~ew \Yorld publisher should Tl}member tllat ho 
is sent forth by Jehovah God to be it witness, and if it is 
the I.ord's will that he go to prison and there give further 
testimuny, after failing on appeal of llis case, that shou!,! 
be joyfully done, trusting in Jehovah for proter.tion, guid­
anee and deliverance. Th~ prophets and apostles likewise 
S'uffert'd. Chri!;t Jesus endured persecution and left some of 
it behind to be tilled up by His faithful followers in this 
day. (Phil. 1: 29; Co). 1: 24; 2 Tim. 1: 8) It is a bJessed 
privilege to have a small part in the vindir.ation of Jeho­
yah's name by proving the Devll to be a Jjllr, by maintaining 
integrity and preaching the gospel of God's kingdom at all 
times rcgardless of oppositioll.-Prov. 27 ~ 11. 

DAMAGE SUITS 

158 Damage suits should not be instituted except in unusual 
cases, and then not without first submitting the facts to thc 
Sodety and being advised what coursE'. to take. Jehovah's 
"faithful and wise servant" has a commissioned work to do 
and cannot take time out to press charges for "filthy lucre" 
in the r.ourts, except where it is necessary to make our O'l\'n 

defense in behalf of the work we .are commanded to do: 
'Preach this gospel of the Kingdom! .. 

PION EERS 

15~ Defore a pioneer gets a change of territory, if there is 
any legal action pending in the territory in which hc is in-

1:17. Should lines be paid, and jf not, WIlY? 
158. l.'!lder what cl l:'CumstancC$ shOUld damllge suits be pre..sed? 
Hi9. What sbould a pioneer do before obtalIling chan~e of territory? 

• 
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volved, he should write to the Sooiety's Legal Desk and ob­
tain consent from the Society before leaving such territory. 

GENERALL.Y 

160 This material and decisions have been furnished and 
further material and decisions are availahle and will be 
supplied " ... hen needed. Also, the Society will gladly furnish 
any advice or aid to local attorneys when requested, to the 
end that a proper defense of the gospel may be made. :For 
this reason the brdhren should keep the Society thoroughly 
advised of the progress of all eases in which the brethren are 
involved and against whom eharge~ have been made for 
maintaining their int('gri.ty, their "good behavior in Christ". 

. . 

COSTS 

161 Noone has authority to bind the Society to pay court 
costs of proceedings, instituto lawsuits in the name of the 
Society, or to bind the Society to pay attorneys' fees in my 
case without first receiving confirmation dired from the 
Society at Brooklyn. 

CONCLUSiON 

162 This booklet is an abbreviated statement of suggest.ions 
to ,"nable all publishers of The Theocratic Government t.o 
pursue the proper ('ourse in the witness work. It is con­
fidential, and should not be curned from house to house or 
shown to the enemy. In some cases it can be loaned to un 
attorney for his assistance in defense of thc gospeL Previ­
ous advice to the contrary should be ignored. Address aU 
communications to 

WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCI ETY 
L.egal· Desk, 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, New York 

. . . . 
• • 

no _ 

. . 
1 (10. For what puI"pOlJe ~hould the publisher keep in communica­

tion with the Society·! 
161. Vnller what Circumstances can the Society be hon nd for 

costs ? 
162. Shonld this hooklet he carried from house to heuse er shewn 

te th@ enemy? . 
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