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Delivered to an international convention assembled in
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the Creator of heaven and earth. In his hand

he holds the destiny of all ereatures. To know
and to obey him means to obtain life everlasting.
To refuse to obey his commandment means de-
struction. By his Word he discloses the impor-
tant truth that a tremendous disaster is about
to fall upon the peoples of the earth. He gives
warning of such impending disaster and makes
known the only possible way of escape and the
place of safety. Thus he did before the mighty
deluge by which the world then existing was
destroyed. God plainly states in his Word that
the deluge was a type foretelling what shall he-
fall the entire world in the very near future. As
Jehovah used human agencies in times past to
give warning, even 8o now he uses human agen-
cies to sound his warning and to point the peo-
ple to the only place of safety. Those persons
on the earth with whom Jehovah has made a
covenant he commands to act in obedience to
his will and therefore to sound the warning of
the impending disaster and to hold up to the
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people God’s standard, that they may find the
place of safety. The message that is here deliv-
ered and which sounds the warning and dis-
closes the place of safety is not the product of
a man, but is the message of the Almighty God,
written for this very time and by him com-
manded to be delivered to the people.

Let it be understood that the purpose of this
speech 1s not to hold up any person to ridicule;
but God’s truth, when delivered, does expose
the wicked and produces & controversy with
those who are selfish and who do not desire to
have the will of God done on earth. Those who
love righteousness and hate lawlessness will
gladly receive the truth even though at the time
it shocks them with pain, because they well know
that God docs all things right and for the bene-
fit of those who desire to go in the right way.

Knowing the end from the beginning, God
saw fit in times past to cause to be performed
certain prophetic dramas, the meaning of which
was not at the time understood by men but
which were performed for the enhghtenment
of those persons on the earth at the time of
the fulfillment of the prophecy and who have
a sincere desire to know the truth. Centuries
ago God caused to be enacted a forceful pro-
phetic drama by which he foretold what should
come to pass at the end of the world that Satan
has ruled. That great drama is now in course
of fulfillment because the end of the workl is
here. The players performing (he prineipal
parts in that drama were these, to wil: Jere-
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miah, the prophet of Jehovah God; Nebuchad-
nezzar, the king of Babylon, whom God made
his servant; the nation of Israel, and more
specifically the leaders of the people of Israel
who practiced the Jews’ religion, and among
which religious leaders there were false proph-
ets who deceived the people and turned them
away from God. Those respective players fore-
shadowed or pictured others who participate in
the fulfillment of that prophetic drama, which
is now in course of fulfillment.

In that prophetic drama God’s prophet Jere-
miah pictured God’s faithful people now on the
earth, the true followers of Christ Jesus, and
who act under the leadership of the Lord, and
who are therefore obedient to Jehovah’s com-
mandments in giving testimony before the peo-
ple. The leaders in the practice of the Jews’
religion pictured the present-day leaders in the
practice of religion and among whom there are
false prophets who deceive the people and turn
them away from God. Nebuchadnezzar the king
played the part of the servant of Jehovah who
executed Jehovah’s commandments, and there-
fore in the drama Nebuchadnezzar pictured or
foreshadowed Christ Jesus, the Elect Servant
and Executive Officer of the Almighty God and
who executes the vengeance of Gtod upon all
his enemies. To have a vision of that drama
and to appreciate that now is the time of its
fulfillment completely is a very great enlight-
enment to all persons who desire to learn the
truth, That the prophecy was written to have
fulfillment in the present day is made certain
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by these words recorded in the Bible, to wit:
“Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our ad-
monition, upon whom the ends of the world
are come., Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall.”—1 Corinthians
10:11,12,

Israel was the chosen nation of Jehovah,
and her religious leaders claimed to be the
representatives of God on earth. “Christendom”
is composed of the people of those nations
which claim to be Christians, the leaders of
whom claim to be the representatives of God
on earth, The leaders of such religious organi-
zations are austere, scornful and haughty, who
think themselves entirely immune to disaster
and that they are certain to stand for ever,
They even boldly declare that ‘the gates of hell
shall never prevail against our organization’.
They practice what is claimed to be and is im-
properly called “the Christian religion”, but
which is in faet against God and his kingdom,
Boastfully they assume high places in the polit-
ical affairs of the nations, and to them kings
and rulers pay great honor. They are high and
lifted up and boasting of their ability to stand.
God says to them: “Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”
The warning given in the Scriptures should
cause them to take heed to God’s Word, but
it clearly appears that they will not take heed
and that they are certain to fall. The warning
will serve a good purpose, however, to those
who are associated with the religious leaders
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but who have a sincere desire to know the truth
and to serve Jehovah God. The witnesses of
Jehovah must take heed that they strictly obey
the commandments of the Lord, lest they should
fall. Regardless of what men may think or say,
the true Christian must obey Jchovah.

REASON

Jehovah emphasizes the fact that in his due
time he will express his wrath against all those
who are lawless and his words shall certainly
be performed. He says: “I have purposed it,
I will also do it.” “My word . . . shall not re-
turn unto me void.” (Isaiah 46:11; 85:11) The
reason for the expression of God’s wrath, which
is the impending calamity about to fall upon
the world, must be understood in order to be
appreciated. God clearly assigns the reason in
his Word, and, in brief, it is this, to wit: Prior
to the coming of the Lord Jesus to the earth
the Israelites were the only ones with whom
God made a covenant. God chose them as a
typical people and used them in foretelling or
foreshadowing his purpose to be performed in
the future. That people agreed to do the will
of God by faithfully performing his command-
ments. They professed to be the children of
God and his only representatives on earth. They
were duty-bound to strictly obey his command-
ments. The Scriptures show that God’s purpose
in making a covenant with the Jews was to
safegnard them from the Devil and the practice
of the Devil religion, that they might be kept
pure in faith and obedience fo God’s Word and
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be in a proper condition to receive his beloved
Son, Christ Jesus, the King. (Galatians 3:24)
Y¥or their own safcty and protection God com-
manded that his people should not make, ree-
ognize or bow down to any image, symbol or
thing, but that they should wholly trust in Jeho-
vah and serve him, (Kxodus 20:1-5) Satan the
Devil had boastfully declared that he could turn
all men away from God and cause them to curse
God to his face. The Devil’s purpose is to rule
or ruin, and at all times he has employed reli-
gion to accomplish his wicked purpose. From
the beginning Satan induced the people to
practice religion and to ignore God’s command,
and he set about to accomplish the same end
with the Israelites. The nations round about
Israel practiced the Devil religion and were
wholly under the control of the Devil, and the
Israelites were enticed to fall away to the
Devils religion. Time and again the Jews fell
under the wily influence of Satan by forsaking
God’s commandments and turning to religion.
Time and again God warned them of the alti-
mate result. The Jew veligionists promised God
to amend their ways and {o obey him, hut they
failed to do so and continued to act hypoeriti-
cally and practice the Devil religion. God then
sent his prophet to give warning of his purpose
to destroy Jerusalem, the city where he had
placed his name, the capital city of the Jews.

By his dealing with the Jews and those closely
associated with them God foretold what began
to have fulfillment on a minor scale with the
coming of Christ Jesus to earth, and which
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prophecy reaches a complete fulfillment in the
day of the second coming of Christ, when he
begins his reign. What came to pass upon the
nation of Israel was prophetic, and finds an
exact parallel and therefore fulfillment upon
those today who practice what is commonly
called “the Christian religion”. When Jesus was
on earth he established among the few faithful
Jews the trne worship of Jehovah God, which
consists of full and complete obedience to God’s
commandments. Jesus denounced religion as of
the Devil, and those who practice religion as
the children of the Devil, because, said he, ‘they
perform the Devil’s will.” (John 8:42-44) Jesus
Christ is the true foundation of God’s church
or capital organization. With his faithful apos-
tles Jesus has built wpon himgelf (the Founda-
tion Stone) his church, which is composed of
God’s true covenant people, who maintain their
integrity toward God. It is therefore properly
said that Christ is the beginning of Christianity
and that all true Christians are those who are
completely devoted to God and faithfully fol-
low in the footsteps of Jesus. Christ Jesus was
not a religionist, and none of his true followers
are religionists. There are millions of persons
on earth who claim to be Christians but who
in fact are religionists and who are against
the kingdom of God under Christ Jesus.
Satan, seeing that Christians were increasing
in number, set about to corrupt the organiza-
tion and to turn men away from God and Christ;
and that he did to carry out his wicked chal-
lenge to Jehovah, After the death of the apos-
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tles selfish and ambitious men arose in the
organization among the Christian people, and
those selfish men, under the deceptive, subtle
and wily influence of the Devil, turned the or-
ganization into a religious system, which has
since improperly assumed the name of God and
Christ and operated under the name of “the
Christian religion”, which name is misleading,
false, and reproaches the name of God. What
was supposed to be the Christian church soon
became a political and commercial organization,
even as the Jews had turned the temple of
Jerusalem into a house of merchandise and a
den of robbers. Religion has developed into the
most tremendous racket ever practiced upon
the people. Jesus had emphasized that he had
nothing whatsoever to do with the politics of
this world, because Satan is the prince or invis-
ible ruler of this wicked world and Satan is
God’s enemy. Contrary to the example and the
commandment of the Lord, the religionists for
long have practiced what they call “the Chris-
tian religion”. It was about the third century
that the leaders thereof entered the political
field, and ever sinee they have participated in
the politics of this world, and therefore, in the
language of God’s inspired Word, they became
and are the enemics of God and of his kingdom
under Christ. (James 4:4) Ambitious men, who
love flattery and praise, fell easily under the
deceptive influence of Satan, and, acting under
that influence, they have turned many people
away from God. As the Jews had departed
from the commandments of God by adopting
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and practicing religion, they became supersti-
tious and very religious; and even so “Chris-
tendom” has departed from the commandments
of the Lord and in the place thereof has adopted
and continues to practice religion and has be-
come superstitious and very religious; all of
which is a very great reproach to the name of
the Almighty God.

The early religionists amongst the Jews sub-
stituted the teachings or doctrines of men for
the commandments of God, and their teachings
were handed down from generation fo genera-
tion, and therefore Jesus said to those Jew reli-
gionists: ‘By your tradition you have made the
commandments of God of none effect. You are
hypocrites, becanse you draw near to God with
your mouth, but your heart is far removed from
him.” (Matthew 15:1-9) Thus Jesus again de-
nounced religion as of the Devil. Taking exactly
the same course as did the Jews, the men who
began the teaching and practice of the so-called
“Christian religion” substituted for the teach-
ings of Christ the teachings of men, and those
teachings of men have been handed down from
generation to generation, and therefore for cen-
turies the religionists have taught the traditions
of men and by those traditions have made void
the commandments of Almighty God. Such is
exactly the condition of “Christendom” today.

Jerusalem, the capital city of the Jews, and
the place where Jehovah put his name, was the
prototype of the present-day nations or organi-
zations which practice the so-called “Christian
religion”, and which nations collectively are
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called “Christendom”, As the Jew religionists
claimed to be the representatives of God, even
so religious leaders of “Christendom” have as-
sumed the name of the Lord and claimed to be
his representatives on earth. Both Jews and
medern religionists follow exactly the same
course, eontrary to the Word of God. The rec-
ord of the warning of the fate that befell Jeru-
salem ig not merely historical, but was made
that the people in “Christendom” who are now
on the earth and who desire to learn the truth
may be warned, choose the right way to go,
and find the place of safety. Now God reveals
to them the wrongs which the Jews committed
and what disaster befell them, and this he does
in order that the people of earth of good will
may see and appreciate the great wrongs that
“Christendom” has committed and what soon
shall be the disastrous end of “Christendom”,
These things are not written in the Scriptures
for the purpose of holding up men to ridicule,
but, as stated in the Scriptures, they are re-
vealed to man ‘for reproof, correction, and in-
struction in righteounsness, that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for all good work’.
(2 Timothy 3: 16, 17) Attention is called to these
things, not for the purpose of “shocking the
religious susceptibilities of man”, but in order
that the people of good will may be warned
and learn God’s rlghteous way.

Jerusalem had transgressed God’s law,
changed his ordinances by substituting there-
for the teachings of men, and had broken his
everlasting covenant. Likewise the religious
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leaders of “Christendom” have transgressed
God’s law, changed his ordinances by substi-
tuting therefor the traditions of men, and have
broken God’s everlasting covenant concerning
the sanctity of life; and God declares they shall
sufier for so doing. (Isaiah 24:3-6) In every
land of “Christendom” the youth are being
formed into military organizations to enforce
the will of cruel dictators contrary to the law
of God. Instead of teaching the children the
commandments of God and concerning his right-
eous kingdom, the religious leaders of “Chris-
tendom” compel the children to salute the flag
or sing war songs, thereby attributing to man-
made power protection, safety and salvation;
all of which is in direct violation of God’s law.
(Exodus 20:1-5) Thosc enforced ceremonies
in the schools and elsewhere are nothing but
religious ceremonies, performed contrary to the
law of God and done to turn the youth away
from God, which will lead them into destruction.
Such ceremonies, instead of making good men
and women, are preparing them for the use of
God’s enemy the Devil and heading them to
complete destruction. In the schools and else-
where the children are compelled to acknowl-
edge and salute vicious political rulers as the
“higher powers”; whereas (Gfod and Christ are
the Higher Powers; as declared by the Scrip-
tures. (Romans 13:1) Even though the politi-
cians who rule may think they are doing right in
following the advice and way of religious lead-
ers, they are in faet the victims of Satan and
are fighting against God, and it is God’s pur-
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pose that they shall receive warning before He
destroys “Christendom”. Satan’s purpose is to
cause all persons to disregard God’s law and
thereby to bring upon themselves destruction,
well knowing that God has declared that all
covenant-breakers are worthy of death. (Ro-
mans 1: 31, 32) Those who are announcing these
truths are not attempting to do injury to any-
one, but to do good to the people who desire
salvation and life. Those who are faithful to
God are now commanded to give the warning,
and they must obey, and they delight to obey.

Because the Jews had violated their covenant,
God had previously inflicted punishment upon
them, At Shiloh he had completely wrecked
their religious system and practice and had per-
mitted their enemies to take away the ark of
the covenant, which showed God’s presence
among them. (Psalm 78:60-64) Again the Jews
under the leadership of austere religionists had
fallen away to the practice of the Devil reli-
gion, and GGod sent his prophet Jeremiah, com-
manding him to call attention of the Jews to
what had happened in Shiloh and that again
a like great calamity would befall them unless
they amended their ways. Coneerning those reli-
gionists Jehovah said to Jeremiah: “And I will
utter my judgments against them touching all
their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and
have burncd incense unto other gods, and wor-
shipped the works of their own hands.” (Jere-
miah 1:16) Jeremiah was commanded to inform
the Jews that the judgment of Jehovah was
that they should suffer destruction unless they
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amended their ways and that those who would
amend their ways and obey God’s ccmmand-
ments would be permitted to live. “Thus saith
the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend
your ways and your doings, and I will cause
you to dwell in thig place. Trust ye not in lying
words, saying, The temple of the Lord, The
temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord,
are these. For if ye thoroughly amend your
ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly exe-
cute judgment between a man and his neigh-
bour; if ye oppress not the stranger, the father-
less, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood
in this place, neither walk after other gods to
your hurt; then will I cause you to dwell in
this place, in the land that I gave to your fa-
thers, for ever and ever. Behold, ye trust in
lying words, that cannot profit” (Jeremiah
7:3-8) This clearly shows that the religious
leaders were lying to the people and that the
people were being deceived by their lies.
Mark now the like conditions that exist in
“Christendom” today. For years the religion-
ists of “Christendom” have been warned of
Geod’s purpose to inflict great punishment upon
the world at Armageddon unless “Christendom”
amends her ways. Instead of obeying God’s com-
mandments and warning, the religionists have
gone on from bad to-worse, many of them openly
repudiating the Word of Gtod and denying the
Lord Jesus Christ. In the face of the Seriptures
and of God’s specific proclamation the religious
leaders do all within their power to keep the
people in ignorance of the truth of God’s Word.
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With scorn and contempt they speak of the com-
ing batitle of the great day of God Almighty.
To the people they say in substance: “Give no
heed to the so-called ‘coming disaster’ and have
nothing to do with those who tell about it. What
do they know about it? We religious leaders
and teachers know what is best for you. You
must come to the church buildings to hear what
we have to say. Burn those books that are being
brought to you by Jehovah’s witnesses, and then’
listen to us. Even if a calamity is to befall the
world, it cannot come near us, because we are
God’s people and our chureh i the only one and
the gates of hell cannot prevail against us.”
Similar words were spoken by the religionists
against what Jeremiah had delivered to the
people at God’s command.—Isaich 28:15; Jere-
miah 27:8.11.

The religionists of the Jews and of the pres-
ent-day “Christendom” would have thé people
to believe that human agencies and human
power can protect and save the people and
that they have no need to fear aslong as they
attend churches and practice religion, and that
therefore the people should trust in such reli-
gionists, But Jehovah tells them they must thor-
oughly ‘amend their ways and their doings, and
do justice between a man and his neighbor’, if
they want to live. (Jeremiah 7:5) The religion-
ists of the Jews deceived the people and led
them into Satan’s trap and then persecated
God’s witnesses, who told the truth to the peo-
ple; and in this the leaders had the support of
the credulous people who professed to be God’s
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pecple but were not. Likewise the religious lead-
ers of this day have led the people into Satan’s
trap and caused them to center their hopes in
religion and religionists, contrary to the Word
of God, and then such leaders indulge in a erucl
persecution of the witnesses of Jehovah, who
tell the truth; and in this wrongful course the
credulous people have been induced to support
the religionists. The words of Jehovah uttered
agaimst the Jew religionists apply with even
stronger foree to the religionists of “Christen-
dom”. Religionists, being lawless or disobedient
to God’s commandments, are workers of iniq-
uity. Therefore God says to them, as it is writ-
ten at Jeremiah 5: “Your iniquities have turned
away these things, and your sins have with-
holden good things from you. For among my
[professed] people are found wicked men: they
lay wait, as he that setteth snares: they set a
trap, they cateh men. As a cage is full of birds,
so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they
are become great, and waxen rich. They are
waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the
deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause,
the cause of the fatherless, yet Jhey prosper:
and the right of the needy do they not judge.
Shall I not visit for these things? saith the
Lord: shall not my soul he avenged on such a
nation as this? A wonderful and horrible thing
is committed in the land; the prophets prophesy
falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means;
and my people love to have it so: and what will
ye do in the end thereof?” (Jeremiah 5:25-31)
Likewise people of “Christendom” have been
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imposed upon ard misled, and hecause thereof
they have been kept in ignorance of God’s gra-
cious provision for their safety in the day of
his wrath.

God was kind and gracious to the religionists
amongst the Jews and gave them full oppor-
tunity to amend their ways. He caused Jere-
miah his prophet to say to them: ‘Amecend your
ways, and I will cause yon to dwell in this land.
If you thoroughly amend your ways and your
doings; if you show justice between men, op-
press not the stranger, shed no innocent blood,
and walk not after other gods, you may con-
tinue in this land.” (Jeremiah 7:5-7) Those
words apply specifically to the religionists of
the present day. Who is meant here by “the
stranger”? All persons who are wholly devoted
to Jehovah God are strangers journeying in
Satan’s unfriendly world. Jesus Christ himself
is the great-example. He speeks of himself and
his faithfol followers as “strangers”, bceause
they have nothing in common with Satan. (Mat-
thew 25:31-45) Did the Jew religionists heed
that warning of (lod? They did not, but con-
tinued to persecute God’s prophets who spoke
the truth to them.

It is so with the religionists today. They have
the Bible and know what God requires of man,
to wit, to deal justly, love marey, and walk obe-
diently with God. (2licah 6:8) They know that
it is wrong to persecuté and ill-treat persons
who are preaching the truth of God’s Word.
They know that the religionists persecuted all
of God’s prophets, particularly the Lord Jesus
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Christ, hecause such told the {ruth. (Matthew
23:34) They know that Jesus said that the reli-
gionists of the world would continue to perse-
cute his true followers because they tell the
truth; and yet the religionists continue to go
contrary to God’s Word.—Joln 15;19-21,

For years Jercmiah continued to deelare
God’s message as he was comwmanded, and he
never, at any time, asked for or received a
license from men to do that work. In obedience
to God’s commandment he continued to say in
the presence of the religious practitioners and
of the people: “Turn ye again now every one
from his evil way, . . . and go not after other
gods to serve them, and to worship them, and
provoke [Jehovah] not to anger with the works
of your hands.” (Jeremiah 25:4-6) They re-
fused to give heed, and God said to them through
Jeremioh: ‘Because you have not heard my
words, behold, I will utterly destroy this city
and this whole land shall be a desolation.’—
Jeremiah 25:7-11.

After more than fifty years, during which
time proclamation of God’s warnings have been
made to the pcople, calling their attention to
his purpose to destroy the world unless those
who profess to serve him repent and obey his
commandments, the religionists of this day con-
tinue to defy Jehovah and to heap persecution
upon those who proelaim his message of truth.
They cause the Lord’s servants to be haled into
the courts, charged with the ‘eriminal offense’
of preaching without a license, well knowing
that the faithful servants of God cannot ask
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man for a license to do what the Almighty God
commands shall be done. The ultra-religionists
today conspire with politicians, who sit upon
the judicial bench, to have Jehovah’s witnesses
punished by imprisonment because such wit-
nesses insist on obeying Almighty God. Reli-
gionists exercise wrongfully their influence over
radio stations to prevent them from broadeast-
ing the truth concerning God’s kingdom, and
which truth the people des1re to know. Not only
have religionists made themselves friends of
Satan’s organization, which constitutes this evil
world, but they have gone wholly over to that
cruel organization and have taken their stand
firmly and positively against God and his king-
dom, Concerning such God says to them in his
Word: “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know
ye not that the friendship of the world is exn-
mity with God? whosoever therefore will be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God.”
—James 4:4.

As Jehovah pronounced his {inal warning and
judgment against the religionists of Israel, so
now he has pronounced his final warning and
judgment against “Christendom”, which is G‘rod’
avowed enemy. God declares that he will find
out all his enemies and destroy them.—Psalms
21:8; 638:21; 145: 20.

The nations of “Christendom” and of the
whole world have gone religious, and against
God and his kingdom under Christ. The poople
of good will in the world sigh and cry for help
and for deliverance from the false religious
leaders, and in response to those eries God says
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to them: “Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the
Lord, until the day that I rise up to the prey;
for my determination is to gather the nations,
that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon
them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger:
for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire
of my jealousy.” (Zephaniah 3:8) The Liord has
commanded that the warning and the place of
safety shall be made known, and in obedience
to that command Jehovah’s witnesses continue
to proclaim these truths to the people.

PURPOSE

‘What is the purpose of the warning? Will
the religionists of “Christendom” change their
way and turn to God and his kingdom? Noj;
not many, if any, of the leaders will do so. The
warning will make it impossible, however, for
anyone to say that the religionists were wholly
ignorant of God’s purpose. As God states,
through his prophet: “They have heen advised,
and refused to give heed, and they shall die
in their own iniquity, bearing fully the respon-
sibility.’ (Ezekiel 33:4-11) The chief purpose
of the warning is for the good of those who
desire to know the right way. There were some
sincere Jews who did give heed and turned to
God and obeyed his commandments. There must
likewise be some in “Christendom” who are of
sincere desire for righteousness and who, hear-
ing the truth, will take their stand on the side
of God and his kingdom. In fact, the Seriptures
show that these shall come from every land
and will form a “great multitnde” which will
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serve and praise Jehovah for ever. (Revelation
7:9-17) Within “Christendom” there are now
millions of such persons of good will who have
been hindered by religious leaders and pre-
vented from hearing the truth. Because of the
abominations committed by those leaders the
people of good will sigh and ery for a way of
escape and for safety. Therefore God commands
his witnesses to go among the people and give
them the opportunity to see the right way.
(Ezekiel 9:4) To this end hundreds of millions
of books, in seventy-odd different languages,
containing the message of God’s kingdom, have
been put in the hands of the people, and many
of them are now rejoicing to know that there
is a place of complete safety during the time
of Armageddon.

SAFETY

In the great prophetic drama God causged
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, to play
an important part. The Scriptures make it clear
that Ncbuchadnezzar played the part picturing
Jehoval’s anointed King, Christ Jesus, the
Savior and rightful Ruler of the world in
righteousness. Referring to that character in
the drama, Jehovah says: ‘Nebuchadnezzar my
servant,” and ‘the nation that shall not serve
Nebuchadnezzar the king shall be punished by
the sword, famine and pestilence, and consumed
by God’s hand’, (Jeremiah 25:9; 27:8) In ful-
fillment of that prophetic drama God has made
Christ Jesus Lord, Deliverer and King, who
shall save the world and rule it in righteous-



SAFETY 23

ness. Christ Jesus is the great Prophet, Pricst
and King, and concerning him it is written:
“And it shall come to pass, that every scul,
which will not hear that prophet, shall be de-
stroyed from among the people.”—Aets 3:23.

The religionists of “Christendom” oppe:e
God’s kingdom and have forsaken him for ever
and turned against him and have become the
wicked enemies of Ged; and of such Jehovah
says: “The wicked shall be turned into hell,
and all the nations that forget God.” (Pszlm
9:17) To thoze who would ind the plase of
gafety and live Jehoveh now peinta to Christ
Jesus, bis anointed King, and says: “Dehold
my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved,
in' whom my seul is well pleased; 1 will put
my spirit upon him, and he shall ghew judg-
ment to the [nations]. And in his name shall
the [nations] trust.” (Matthew 12: 18, 21) Trere
is no other name given under heaven wherehy
men can be saved. (Acts 4:12) Therefore there
is no other place of safety.

The false rcligious prophets of the Jews in-
sisted that the pcople disregard the warning
of God’s prophet ard 1llis admonition to them
to serve his king and servant, Nebuehadnezzar.
Likewise: the religionists of “Christendom” to-
day admonish the people to disregard God’s
words of warning {hat soon he will destroy the
world, and the religious leaders tell the people
that the religious institutions constitute their
deliverer and shield and therefore the people
should disregard Christ and his kingdom and
the means of salvation and safety. In answer
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to all such religious prophets God says: “There-
fore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to
your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to
your enchanters, nor to your soreerers, which
speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the
king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto
you, to remove you far from your land; and
that I should drive you oui, and ye shonld
perish. Hearken not unto them; serve the king
of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city
be laid waste?”’ (Jeremiah 27:9,10,17) Today
this warning is again sounded to the people.
The religious Jews refused to amend their
ways and refused to give heed to the warning
of Jehovah. That part of the prophetic picture,
therefore, shows that the leaders of the so-called
“Christian religion” in particular, and all of
“Christendom” ‘that support them, will refuse
to give heed to the warning of Jehovah, and
the result will be the same as that which came
upon Jerusalem. (fod had entered his decree
that the city of Jerusalem should be destroyed
and that all there should die, and never live,
except those who fled to Nebuchadnezzar for
safety. By the army of Nebuchadnezzar Jeru-
salem was razed to the ground, and all the
people except a remnant died. That means that
likewise “Christendom” shall perish. A “cup”
was used as a symbol of the bitter dregs which
God has decreed “Christendom” shall drink and
experience by reason of the execution of his
judgment of wrath. Therefore the words of the
prophet that follow apply specifically to “Chris-
tendom” and generally to all nations of the
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world. Addressing his prophet, Jehovah said:
“Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand,
and cause all the nations to whom I send thee
to drink it. And they shall drink, and be moved,
and be mad, because of the sword that I Will
send among them. ... Therefore thou shalt say
unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the
CGod of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and
spue, and fall, and rige no more, because of the
sword which I will send among you. And it shall
be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand
to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord of hosts, Ye shall certainly
drink.”—Jeremiah 25: 15, 16, 27, 28.

The organization on earth today that has
taken the name of God and Christ and oper-
ates hypocritically under the name of Christ is
“Christendom”, practicing hypocritically the so-
called “Christian religion”. Jehovah God then
announces how he will begin Armageddon, to
wit: “For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city
which is called by my name [‘Christendom’],
and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall
not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword
upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the
Lord of hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against
them all these words, and say unto them, The
Lord shall roar from on high, and utter his
voiee from his holy habltatlon he shall mightily
roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shonut,
as they that tread the grapes, against all the
inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall come even
to the ends of the earth: for the Lord hath a
controversy with the nations; he will plead with
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all flesh; he will give them that are wicked to
the sword, saith the Lord. Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from na-
tion to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be
raised up from the coasts of the earth. And the
slain of the Lord shall be at that day. from one
end of the earth even unto the other cnd of the
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gath-
ered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the
ground.”—dJeremiah 25: 29-33.

That great battle of God Almighty, led by
Christ Jesus and his host, will begin by the
destruection of religion and religionists, to be
quickly followed by the destruetion of all who
continue on the side of the Devil. After seeing
his organization completely destroyed, the Devil
himself shall then be disposed of with violence.
—Revelation 20:1-3.

Has the Lord indicated when Armageddon
shall begin? Yes; he has specifically stated
what shall immediately precede Armageddon.
It was in the year 1918 that the Lord Jesus,
the great Judge, began his judgment at the
temple of Jehovah, and he then sent forth his
chosen witnesses to inform the people that
Satan’s uninterrupted world had ended, that
the kingdom of God is at hand, and the day
of deliverance near. To them he gave the spe-
eific commandment, to wit: “And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.” (Matthew 24:14) When
this work of giving the witness or testimony
is finished, then shall come the end; and of
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this Jesus says: “For then shall be great trib-
ulation, such as was not gince the beginning of
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
(Matthew 24:21) That will be the battle of
Armageddon,.

FLEE

To the people the religionists hold forth the
League of Nations, together with the religious
systems, as the deliverer and savior of the
world. That unholy combine is standing in God’s
holy place, where it ought not to stand, and
wrongfully claiming what belongs alone to the
Lord, whose kingdom under Christ is the only
place of safety. Referring to this very hour
Jesus says to all persons of good will now on
the earth: “But when ye shall see the abomina-
tion of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him
that readeth understand,) then let them that
be in Judwea flee to the mountains.? (Mark
13:14) The Scriptures disclose that the “moun-
tains” here mentioned are Gtod and his King,
Christ Jesus, wherein alone are found pro-
tection and safety.

The Jews that were of good will toward God
gave heed to his warning sent them through his
prophet Jeremiah, and they found safety under
Nebuchadnezzar the king and were permitted
to live. That part of the propheey shows that
the people of this day who are of good will to-
ward God and who want to do right will give
heed to his warning and will flee to the king-
dom under Christ and there find safety and
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be permitted to live. To do so they must for-
sake the religionists and obey Jehovah, When
they take this step the Devil and his agencies
will no longer desire them, but will seek to de-
stroy them. Therefore Jehovah by his prophet
says to all such: “Before the decree bring forth,
before the day pass as the chaff, hefore the
fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, hefore
the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you.
Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth,
which have Wrought his judgment; seek ught-
cousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be
hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.”—Zeph-
aniah 2:2, 3.

Only those who obey God’s commandments
have the promise of protection and safety dur-
ing that great tribulation. Such must seek right-
eousness by doing right, and seck meekness by
exercising diligence in gaining a knowledge of
God’s Word. Instead of ill- tre‘1t1n0' Jehovah’s
witnesses and burning the books they carry to
the people, those who will find safety will be
eager to obtain the information contained in
these books concerning the prophecies and the
explanation thereof.

It would reasonably be expeeted that all per-
sons who wanted to do right and all who elaim
to be servants of God would have received his
warning through his prophet and would have
given the same sober and prayerful considera-
tion. Instead of doing so the religious leaders
arrested Jeremiah and attempted to kill him
because he told the truth, Jeremiah had finished
giving his testimony, and the record reads:
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“Then spake the priests and the prophets
[preachers] unto the princes, and to all the
people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for
he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have
heard with your ears.” (Jeremiah 26:11) Ex-
actly corresponding thereto, the religious lead-
ers of “Christendom” not only refuse to heed
the warning of the Lord, but take violent action
against Jehovah’s witnesses in this day, vehe-
mently demanding their destruction. A religious
newspaper recently published a statement to
this effect concerning this speaker: “We would
like to impale him on hot irons.” Another vio-
lent religionist said: “I would like to use this
knife and cut his throat.” Repeatedly threats
are made against Jehovah’s witnesses. In New
Jersey, Georgia, Germany and other places Je-
hoval’s witnesses have suffered violence at the
instigation of religionists. In Pennsylvania a
priest has led a mob that committed a vicious
assault upon men and women because they were
preaching the truth of God’s Word. As Jesus
foretold, that Jehovah’s witnesses would be
hated by the religionists, who would seek to
kill them, that prophecy is now being fulfilled.

Jeremiah knew the message he delivered was
not popular, but he would obey and did obey
God’s commandment. Jehovah’s witnesses know
that the message of the Lord, which they at his
commandment bring to the people, is very un-
popular with the religionists, but they are de-
termined to obey, and they continue to carry
out their commission to bear the truth to the
people because God has commanded them to do
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so, although they know that while they are so
doing they are walking in the shadow of death;
but they trust in the Lord, knowing that his
power is greater than all the enemies that can
be against them.

Jerewial answered his religious accusers,
who sought his life, with these words, and
likewise Jehovah’s witnesses now answer their
religious accusers: “Then spake Jeremiah unto
all the princes, and to all the people, saying,
The Lord sent me to prophesy against this
house, and against this city, all the words that
ye have heard. . . . As for me, behold, I am
in your hand; do with me as seemeth good and
meet unto you; but know yve for certain, that
if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring
innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this
city, and upon the inhabitants thercof: for of
a, truth the Lord hath sent me unto you to
speak all these words in your ears.”—Jere-
miah 26:12, 14, 15,

Then, seeing the hypocerisy and duplicity of
the religiouns leadevs, the Jewish people of good
will took the side of Jeremiah and declared
themselves for God and his prophet. Likewise
today, as the arrogant religionists persceute
and demand the extinction of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, and the people of good will see the
duplicity and hypoerisy of the religionists, the
result is that multitudes of honest persons de-
clare themselves in favor of God and his king-
dem, and thus they seek and find the place of
protection and safety.
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Jehoval’s prophecy is now being fulfilled.
The nations are before the Lord for judgment.
All the world is warned; as it is written: “But
the Lord is in his holy temple: let ail the earth
keep silence before him.” (Iabakkuk 2:20)
Every person must make a choice.

You politicians have supported religionists
because you considered it good policy. You men
of commerce have financed religionists because
you considered it cheap life-insurance and good
business. But it will avail you nothing. Your
influence and' your money will not save you in
the day of Ged’s wrath, Religionists have put
the people in fear and thereby induced them
to support religionists and religion and to pay
over their hard-carned money without eonsid-
eration, By this means the people have been
robbed of their money and peace of mind and
deprived of the freedom of worship, and have
heen kept blind to God’s gracious provision for
their blessing. The world is confronted with
disaster, and the cry goes up: “What shall we
do? where can we find safety?” Jehovah an-
swers, at Jeremiah 51: 6: ‘Flee out of the midst
of the Devil’s organization, and deliver your
soul.” At Revelation 18:4: ‘Come out of Satan’s
religious system, and flee, lest ye be partokers
of her sins and receive of her plagues.’ There
is but one place of safety, and that is God’s
organization under Christ, the righteous King
of the world.

I invite you to adopt this emphatic Declara-
tion and send it as a message to the peoples
of the nations:
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Ta1s comrany of Christian people assembled
at Columbus, Ohio, declare

Tuar we are wholly devoted to God and his
kingdom under Christ;

TuaT in obedience to Jehoval’s command-
ment we proclaim to the world his warning
that the day of his vengeance is at hand;

TraT all religion originated with the Devil,
and such the Devil employs to deceive the peo-
ple and turn them away from God and his
kingdom;

TuAT religion is the means of carrying on
the most tremendous and devastating racket
that has ever afflicted the people;

THaT Jehovah reveals by his prophecy that
soon, at the battle of Armageddon, he will de-
stroy the religious and all other parts of the
Devil’s organization, and that such will be the
greatest tribulation the world will ever have
known;

Taat the only place of safety is the kingdom
of God under Christ, and that those persons
who desire to live must for ever ahandon reli-
gion and every part of Satan’s organization and
take their stand on the side of God and his
kingdom under Christ and obey the command-
ments of the Lord.

We bid you choose and serve God and his
kingdom and thus find the place of complete
safety and life everlasting.

(UnaniMousLy aporTED September 19, 1937.)



COMFORT

Delivered to a general European convention assem-
bled in the French capital on the occasion of the
Paris International Exposition Sunday August 22, 1037

HIS SPEECH is intended to bring com-

fort to those who love righteousness. All

persons of good will who have been and
are harassed by such things as war, famine,
pestilence, economiec depression, poverty, un-
speakable ecrimes, sickness and other woes,
keenly desire that which will bring them some
consolation. Today all nations of the earth are
in distress and are looking for some way out.
Upon all people there is fear and trembling as
they sense some great and impending disaster.

On November 11, 1918, when the storm and
fire of battle ceaged, many nations of the world
found themselves in a deplorable state. Millions
of men, the very flower of human youth, had
drenched the earth with their blood and their
bodies molded in the dust. To the millions of
dead there were added many other millions who
were maimed in body and wrecked in mind.
Over almost every home hung the emblem of
sorrow. Since then the people of those nations
have eagerly looked for something that would

a3
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rclieve them of their sorrow and comfort their
hearts.

With a desire to ease the burdens of the peo-
ple many human schemes or remedies have been
suggested. All those remedies have been the
fruits of human reasoning. All have {ailed. The
nations that had rushed into the bloodiest war
of all time, and who at its end found themselves
face to foce with such a great disaster, hur-
riedly formed the League of Nations, which
was held forth to the world as a sure remedy
that would ever thereafter prevent war. The
brightest intellects of the world brought forth
that compact of the League, and it was fully
endorsed by the commercial giants and the
mighty religionists. It was and 1s a combine of
religious systems, and those religious systems
have proclaimed the League of Nations as God’s
remedy for suffering humanity, although that
claim is fully contradicted by the Woxrd of the
Almighty God.

All people know, and most of them now ac-
knowledge, that the League of Nations is a
complete failure. When one nation, without
just cause or excnse, waged a bloody con-
quest against a helpless people, the I.eague of
Nations announced that it was powerless to
prevent that great slaughter of human crea-
tures. When a rebellion is vigorously prose-
cuted against a recognized republican form of
government and multitudes of helpless persons
are cruelly killed, the League of Nations is en-
tirely helpless to render any aid and comfort
or to prevent such wanton slaughter. When the
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ruler of one nation, moved by race hatred and
malice against those who serve Jehovah God,
ruthless]y destroys property and ecruelly per-
secutes innocent human creatures, the League
of Nations sits silent and turns a deaf ear to
those who cry for help. It claims that it has
no authority to prevent such great wrongs.
When the people continue to suffer at the hands
of the heartless and cruel government which
deprives them of their liberty of thought, free-
dom of speech, and freedom of worship of the
Almighty God, the League of Nations has not
even anythlnfr to suggoqt that wouid-alleviate
that great sorrow and suffering upon the peo-
ple, because it is helpless to render aid or com-
fort to the oppressed. Those who once looked
to the League of Nations for aid and comfort
are now entircly disappointed.

Communism has been launched in some na-
tions and vigorously advocated as a remedy
for the many human ills; and Fascism has
taken the center of the stage, arrogantly waved
its emblem, and flashed its sword to proclaim
itself the way to a desirakle end and to better
government. Likewise Nazism boldly and blas.
phemously holds forth itself as the savior and
deliverer of mankind; but the results are ex-
actly contrary to its claunfrz All such apnounced
remedies have failed, and none of such schemes
have brought and none of them ever will bring
any real consolation to the people, because all
of them are produets of the imperfeet human
mind, and that of a selfish ambitious desire.
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The binding tie that holds together the polit-
ical and commerecial ruling elements is religion.
It is the arrogant and scornful religionists that
assume a high and exaited place among the
nations and tell the people that they can find
comfort and consolation by placing themselves
under and by supporting the religious organi-
zations. Long experience has taught the people
that such elaim is wholly false and that no com-
fort has come, and none can come, from such
source, The common pcople labor early and late
to provide the things needful for their suste-
nance. They skimp and deny themselves in or-
der that they may bring money to the men who
practice religion, and who receive their money
upon the representation and claim that such
men can, by their prayers, shorten the dura-
tion of punishment and suffering in “purgatory”
of those who have died, and that they can also
bring comfort to their bereaved ones who live.
Those trustful people leave their money in the
collection box of the religionists and go away
bearing their sorrow and receive no comfort
whatsoever. The people are learning that the
so-called “prayers” for the dead and the living,
for the purpose of shortening their punishment
in “purgatory” or elsewhere, find no authority
anywhere; that they have parted with their
hard-earned savings upon the promise of re-
ceiving help and consolation from such source,
but have received nothing in return.

Religionists claim that they are the repre-
sentatives of Christ Jesus and that they are
doing as he did and as he commanded them to
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do; but the people are learning that such claims
are false, Jesus Christ was never a religionist,
and he never practiced fraud upon anyone.
When he stood by the grave of Lazarus, who
had been dead for four days, and observed the
tears of bitterness that flowed from the eyes
of Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus,
he did not say to those bereaved sisters: ‘Come
forward with your alms or money. Bring your
money and your other gifts and put them in
my hand, and 1 will relieve your brother Laz-
arus from the pains he is suffering now in
“purgatory”.” Jesus made no reference to “pur-
gatory”, because he knew that “purgatory” does
not exist and never did exist. Jesus well knew
that instead of being in “purgatory” or alive
anywhere Lazarus was dead, and he so stated,
and that the dead man was in his grave, in
complete silence, and without knowledge or
feeling, and therefore was not suffering; that
as & dead man he must thus remain in the
grave until God’s due time for his resurrection.
In order to establish in the minds of those who
stood by, the power of (GGod at the resurrection,
and to demonstrate to them that God would
raise the dead in his own due time, Jesus, stand-
ing at the grave of Lazarus, said: ‘Take away
the stone that closes the grave.” Then he prayed
to Jehovah (fod that hls power might be mani-
fested at the moment to establish faith of
others. Among -other things he said: ‘I thank
thee, Father, that thou hast heard me, because
of the people that stand by, that they may be-
lieve that thou hast sent me”’ “And when he
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thus had spoken, he ericd with a loud voice,
Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead
came forth, bound hand and foot with grave-
clothes: and his face was bound about with a
napkin. J esus 8 saith unto them, Loose him, and
let him go.”—John 11:41-44.

Jesus thus brought comfort to the hearts of
the bereaved sisters, Mary and Martha, by
proving to them that in due time God will
raise the dead to life again. His words and
his act on that occasion is conclusive proof
that the “puvgatory” doctrine is false in every
respect, and that the hope for the dead is the
resurrection.

Because of this and many other false doe-
trines taught the people by religionists, and
because of the many false claims by such reli-
gious teachers, the people have lost confidence
in such human teachers, and therefore they re-
ceive no comfort from the religionists or the
so-called “church” organizations. The people are
rapidly losing conﬁdenee in all human schemes,
which have been brought forth by political
statesmen, commercial giants and religious
“wise men”, because such combined ruling ele-
ments continue to keep the people in ignorance
of the truth by driving them away from the
Word of God. It is written in the Seriptures:
“Where there is mo vision [mental sight or
understanding], the people perish; but he that
keepeth the law, happy is he.”—Proverbs 29: 18.

Today the people in general find themselves
in sorrow and distress, without comfort, and
are perishing because they are without knowl-
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edge or any real remedy for their consolation.
All human schemes for the eomfort of the peo-
ple have failed and must for ever fail, because
they all proceed from the wrong source, that is,
they are the result of the reasoning of imper-
fect creatures. To the people who desire to know
the right way and to receive comfort Jehovah
God says: “Put not your trust in princes [rul-
ers}, nor in the son of man, in whom there is
no help.” (Psalm 146:3) Furthermore he says:
‘Do not rely upon your own imperfeet reason-
ing’; but, on the contrary, his advice is in these
words: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direet thy paths.”—Proverbs 3:5, 6.

I appeal now to the intelligence of the people
of good will. Those who are not of good will
toward God will not heed. Attention is directed
to the only remedy that will bring to the peo-
ple lasting peace, prosperity and happiness,
together with everlasting life to all who will
ever avail themselves of that remedy. It is the
only remedy, because it originated not with
man but is the provision of Almighty God for
all those who love righteousness and hate that
which is wrong.

Do you believe that there is one great Creator
of heaven and earth and whose name is Jeho-
vah, the Almighty God? Do you believe that
the Bible contains the Holy Scnptures, which
God caused to be written to guide men in the

right way? If so, then you are in a proper
state of mind to receive knowledge from the
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Word of God that will bring real comfort to
your mind and body. To the man seeking the
truth the Word of God is a lamp that ilfumi-

nates his pathway and directs him in the right
way. It shows him God’s way, which is always
right and righteous. All comfort proceeds from
Jehovah God; and coneerning this it is written:
“Blessed be (xod even the Father of our Lord
Jesns Christ, the Father of mereics, and the

1od of all comfort who comforteth us in all
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.”
(2 Corinthians 1:3,4) In view of this authori-
tative statement, why look to imperfeet men or
give heed to their schemes which are offered
as a means of eonsolation? Jehovah is the great
eternal God, who is moved entirely by unself-
ishness and who does all things for the good
of those who seek to do right. To know what
he has provided for man and to follow the way
that he has pointed out brings lasting comfort
to all who thus learn and obey.

Why, then, has the Almighty God permit-
ted wickedness, distress and sorrow upon nien
throughout the many centuries? The correct
answer to that question opens the way to a
clear knowledge and understanding of the rem-
edy that will remove all sorrow and woe from
humankind. The brief Scriptural and therefore
correct answer is this: God created the heaven
and the earth, which belong to him, together
with the fullness thereof; he ereated man per-
feet and provided the earth for his everlast-
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ing home, conditioncd upon man’s obedience to
God’s law; God placed his spirit creature Luci-
fer in the position of man’s overseer; Lucifer
rebelled against God because he coveted that
which did not belong to him, and he then be-
came Satan that old Serpent, the Devil, and
Dragon, which names Jehovah applied to him;
the Devil caused the perfect man to willfully
violate God’s law, which brought the death pen-
alty upon that man before his children were
born, and therefore all his offspring, the en-
tire human race, is born imperfect and sinful.
(Romans 5:12) The Devil challenged Jehovah
God to put on earth men that would remain
true and faithful to God, and the Devil boast-
fully claimed that he eould cause all men to
disobey God and eurse him to his face. God
could have immediately destroyed the Devil;
but had he done so, the question raised by the
Devil’s challenge would never have been settled
in the mind of other creatures. In wisdom God
has permitted the Devil to put forth his strong-
est efforts to prove his boastful challenge, and
therefore God said to the Devil and to the
Devil’s visible representative then on earth, as
it is written: “But for this cause have I allowed
thee to remain, in order to show thee my power;
and in order that they may proclaim my name
throughout all the earth.” (Exodus 9:16,Leeser)
Thus the question of supremacy was raised, and
God declared his purpose to let the Devil pro-
ceed until God’s due time to destroy him, and
that just before his destruction Ile would cause
his own great name to be declared in all the earth.
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God fixed a time limit in which the Devil was
given opportunity to carry out his challenge,
and which time must come to an end; and at
that time God will demonstrate his supreme
power by completely destroying the Devil and
all his supporters. The mighty Exceutive O7i.
cer of Jehovah God, who carrics out all of God’s
purposes, is his beloved Son, Christ Jesus. In
God’s due tine Christ Jesus as such officer will
destroy the wicked and make the universe clean
and hence a fit place for the everlasting resi-
dence of faithful men. Until the wicked are elim-
inated and the world is made clean there can
be no lasting peace, prosperity and happiness
amongst the peoples of the earth. For centuries
the Devil has exercised his wicked power over
all the nations and has brought all peoples into
distress. Now the great climax is at hand, when
it shall be finally determined whether wicked-
ness shall continue to rule or not, or whether
truth and rightcousness shall prevail and hon-
est, faithful and rightcous crecatures be re-
warded.

By his prophets Jehovah God forctold when
the time limit for the Devil to prosecute his
wickedness without interruption would eome to
an end. The Scriptural evidence conclusively
shows that that time ended in 1914, and which
is marked by the beginning of a world war on
earth and also marked by a “war in heaven”,
which war in heaven resulted in the expulsion
of the Devil and his angels from heaven and
thereafter confined their activities to the earth.
(Bevelation 11:17,18; 12:7.10) It is conceded
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by all persons that the sorrows on earth amongst
the nations and people have greatly increased
since 1914, and the reason for such increased
woe is stated in the Seriptures in these words:
“Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, and of the
sea! for the devil is come down unto you, hav-
ing great wrath, because he knoweth that he
hath but a short time,” (Revelation 12:12)
Since the World War the Devil has been gath-
ering all his forces preparatory for the final
battle, which the Scriptures describe as the
battle of the great day of (Glod Almighty or
Armageddon. (Revelatlon 16:14,16) Ile knows
that his time is short, and hence he is leading
all nations on to that great final conflict, In that
battle Jehovah God, by the hand of Christ Jesus,
will destroy all the wicked and make the world
clean and make the earth a desirable place to
be inhabited by men who will live for ever in
happiness.

WICKED ONE’S PURPOSE

The determination of Satan has ever been
to bring all men completely under his control
and to destroy all who serve the Almighty God.
“Rule or ruin” is the purpose of that wicked
one. Selfish and ambitious men are easily in-
fluenced and overreached by the Devil and
brought under his complete eontrol. e is wily,
extremely deceitful, and takes advantage of
the weakness of men. Such men, being igno-
rant of God’s Word and of Satan’s wicked de-
vices, have quickly fallen under the Devil's
subtle power. For this reason the nations of
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earth have long been ruled by violence. For this
reason also it is written in the Scriptures that
Satan the Devil is the invisible ruler of this
world. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; John 14:30) In
the very beginning the Devil was, and ever since
has been, a murderer, as stated by the Lord
Jesus Christ. (John 8:44) Satan the wicked
one has inflnenced and induced the committing
of all murders and the carrying on of all wars
of conquest. The fixed and unchangeable rule
of Jehovah God is that those who refuse to
obey his laws shall die; and the Devil has ever
tried to induce all men to violate God’s law,
that they might bring upon themselves destruc-
tion. All men who have pleased and served God
have had a constant warfare with the Devil and
his agencies.
RELIGION

That old Serpent the Devil is a deceiver. The
chief means he has employed to deceive men
and to turn them away from God is religion.
Most persons have been wrongfully led to be-
lieve that “religion” means the worship and
service of Almighty God; whereas in truth and
in fact religion is the invention of the Devil
and the means the Devil has employed to de-
ceive the people and to mock God and to turn
the people away from God. Following the flood
the Devil induced and caused men to organize
and practice religion, by which they gave honor
and praise and worship to human creatures,
contrary to God’s law. (Exodus 20:1-5) For
more than 4,000 years all the heathen nations
have had and practiced a religion, which is not
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the worghip of God, but a subtle and deceitful
thing to turn men away from God, and all of
such religion God in his Word denounces as
Devil worship, For the purpose of safeguard-
ing a people from the Devil’'s influence that
they might serve the Most High, Jehovah God
organized the people of Israel into a nation
and ingtructed them in the true worship of the
Almighty. Almost all of that people fcll away
to the Devil religion, and then God destroyed
the nation. By his prophets Jehovah warned
the Israelites that he would destroy them, and
shortly after the final warning by the Lord
Jesus Christ destruction fell upon the nation.
God also announced in his Word his purpose
to destroy all religion and all religionists be-
cause these have blasphemed and defamed his
name,

Today almost all nations practice what is im-
properly called the “Christian religion”, which
is a mockery of God. Jesus Christ was never
a religionist, but, on the contrary, denouneced
the practitioners of religion as hypoerites. Jesus
Christ strictly obeyed the commandments of the
Almighty God, and therefore the name “Chris-
tianity” means the faithful obedience to the com-
mandments of God in the same way that Jesus
obeyed. It means to be guided by God’s Word
to do what he has directed shall be done. Con-
trary to the Word of God, religion has become
a great racket by which the people are fleeced
of their money and for which they receive no
comfort whatsoever. Religion is based upon the
teachings of men who acted under the influence



46 SAFETY

of Satan, and which teachings have been handed
down from generation to generation and there-
fore called “tradition”. (‘hnstmmtv is hased
wholly on the Word of God. Religion malkes
the Word of God of none effeet, and coneern-
ing this Jesus uttered these words addressed
to the religious leaders: “Thus have ye made
the commandment of God of none effect by
your tradition. Ye hypocrites! well did Esaias
prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth
me with their lips: bat their heart is far from
me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of ‘men.” (Mat-
thew 15:06-9) For this reason religion brings
no real cousolation to the people.

I am speaking here, not for the purpose of
holding up men to ridicule because they prac-
tice religion, hut to call attention to Satan’s
wily methods of fraud and deceit practiced
upon the people, and this I do that you may
gain a knowledge and understanding of God’s
purpose to destroy all hypocrisy and to estab-
lish truth instead and to rule the world in right-
eousness. Because the end of the Devil’s rule
is near, and the time at hand for the settlement
of the controversy between God and the Devil,
in this day God has caused an increased rev-
elation of his truth to be brought to the atten-
tion of the people in order that those who love
righteousness may flee from Satan’s control and
find refuge under the overshadowing protection
of the Liord. To be sure, the Devil has tried to
keep from the people a knowledge of the truth,
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and for this reason he has caused men as his
agents to cruelly persecute those who love and
serve God and who go about to tell the people
of God’s gracious purpose toward them. That
is the reason that true Christians, who are wit-
nesses of Jehovah, are today suffering violence
and great porsecuuon at the hands of cruel
dlctatorq Jehovah’s witnesses are not fighting
against men, but they are holding high the ban-
ner of the Almighty Ged, and because thereof
they are drawing on themselves tlie fire and
wicked persecution of men who are induced by
the Devil to carry on such persecution.

The conflict between the wicked and those
who follow righteousness affords the opportu-
nity for honest persons to prove their love and
devotion to the Almighty God by beldly remain-
ing firm on his side and telling the truth while
endurmw suffering at the hands of others. Those
persons “of good will toward God who take their
stand on the side of God and his King, Christ
Jesus, are the ones that will now receive great
comfort, The religionists and religious leaders,
who are also politicians, are selfish and ambi-
tious men and are blind to the truth of and
concerning God and his kingdom under Christ
Jesus, and for that reason they are induced
and led hy thie Devil to {ight against the true
followers of Christ Jegus; and this is exactly
what the Lord Jesus Christ foretold would come
to pass at the present time, (John 15:19-21)
The people of the earth are now being divided
into two general classes: (1) those who are
against God and his kingdom and who per-
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secute the witnesses of God, and which cruel
and persecuting persons Jesus designates as
“goats”; and (2) those who love righteousness
and hate iniquity, who are looking for consola-
tion ifrom the Liord and who, learning of the
truth, declare their allegiance to God and Christ
Jesus, and who render good unto all who serve
God; and these the Lord Jesus designates as
“sheep”. (Matthew 25:31-46) You will make
your choice and make known whom you will
serve, whether Jehovah God or the Devil. Serv-
ing the Devil leads to certain destruction, be-
cause God’s time has come for the great ac-
counting. Scrving God and Christ Jesus leads
to life in everlasting happiness.

HIS KINGDOM

God has made Christ Jesus the King of the
world, and such King of Righteousness soon
will oust all wickedness and bring in righteous-
ness which will rule everlastingly. When Christ
Jesus was resurrected from the dead and as-
cended into heaven God said to him, as it is
written: ‘Wait until I make the encmy thy foot-
stool” (Psalm 110:1) That due time of waiting
came to an end in 1914, when God sent forth
his beloved King, who took his power to oust
Satan the enemy from heaven. (Revelation 11:
17,18) Furthermore concerning this Jehovah
by his prophet says to the Lord Jesus: “Yet
have 1 set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
Ask of me, and I shall give thee the [nations]
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the earth for thy possession, Thou shalt break
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them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them
in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”-Psalm 2: 6, §, 9.

That blessed time is now here when Christ
Jesus, earth’s rightful Ruler, is enthroned. Sa-
tan the Devil knows this great truth, and there-
fore knows that his own time is short; and
within that time he is determined to destroy
the human race. For this reason, as stated in
Revelation 16, the Devil is gathering all the
nations and forcing them into the great sham-
bles of conflict, hoping for the destruction of
all men. The Devil knows that he can no longer
rule; therefore he is determined to destroy. In
the lands or nations where Satan’s dictators
and religionists now rule a desperate effort is
being made to destroy those who are on the
side of God and his kingdom, and for this rea-
son it was foretold in the Scriptures that at
this time the Devil would go forth to make war
upon the followers of Christ Jesus who obey
the commandments of the Almighty God. (Rev-
elation 12:17) Such is the reason there ig cruel
persecution of Christians in many countries
today; and by “Christians” I mean those who
proclaim the truth concerning God’s kingdom
and who strive at all times to do what is right.
In fulfillment of his prophecy long ago uttered
Jehovah God is now causing his name and his
kingdom to be proclaimed throughout the earth,
and this is being done by his witnesses, the true
followers of Christ Jesus; and when this work
is done, then quickly will follow the battle of
Armageddon, which will result in the complete
destruction of religion and religionists, and then
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of all others who remain on the side of the Devil
and oppose God.

Let the sincere and honest people take com-
fort in the knowledge of the fact that soon Christ
Jesus, the great Executive Officer of Jehovah
God, will destroy the wicked rule of the world
and will destroy Satan, that wicked one, and
all of his agencies and his organization, and
this He will do to the end that those who love
righteousness and who serve God may there-
after dwell together on earth for ever in peace.
Christ Jesus, the King of Righteousness, shall
for ever thercafter rule; and concerning this
it is written in the prophecy: “And the gov-
ernment shall be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end.” (Isaiah 9:6,7)
There is real comfort to all honest hearts in
this great declaration from the throne of Al-
mighty God.

‘When on earth Jesus taught of and greatly
emphasized the coming of the glorious kingdom
of God. It was concerning that kingdom of
righteousness that he taught his followers to
pray to God this prayer: “Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is [done] in
heaven.” To know that this prophetic prayer is
certain to be fulfilled brings great consolation
to those who love righteousness, because when
the will of God is done on earth there can be
no wickedness. If you have prayed that prayer
that Jesus uttered, and if you have prayed it
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sincerely, you have wanted and hoped that the
kingdom may come; and now, behold, the king-
dom is here! Just before the complete estab-
lishment of righteousness wickedness must be
eliminated, and that will be done in the expres-
sion of God’s wrath by the destruction of Sa-
tan’s organization. Before God thus expresses
his wrath against the wicked rule of this world
he addresses all persons who love and serve
him, and which persons the Devil does not de-
sire, but hates, and God says to them: “Gather
yourselves together, yea, gather together, O na-
tion not desired; before the decree bring forth,
before the day pass as the chaff, before the
fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before
the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you.
Seek ye the Lorp, all ye meek of the earth,
which have wrought his judgment; seek right.
eousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be
hid in the day of the Lorp’s anger.”—Zepha-
niah 2:1-3.

Those who obey this commandment have the
promise of being hid or protected during Arma-
geddon, and that is a consolation to their hearts.
A knowledge of this truth is set forth in the
Bible, and is brought to your attention that you
may before Armageddon avail yourselves of
the opportunity to obey God’s commandment
and live or to refuse to obey God and go the
way of the Devil and of all his agencies into
destruction. Having taken your stand on the
side of God and his kingdom you must then
seek righteousness by doing what God com-
mands you to do as he has set forth in his
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Word. “Meekness” means to be taught, and to
“seek meekness” therefore means that you must
study God’s Word, the Seriptures, in order to
find what he would have yvou to do, for in his
Word is found the information that will make
glad your heart and bring you great peace and
consolation; and concerning such it is written:
“This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy
word hath quickened me.” (Psalm 119: 50) That
you may be encouraged to pursue a careful
study of the Seriptures and of the helps which
God has provided for those who love righteous-
ness, your attention is now directed to a few
of the consoling texts set forth thercin. The
suffering and sorrow that is now greatly af-
flicting mankind is due to sin, which the Devil
induced man to commit. “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed npon all men, for that
all have sinned.”—Romans 5:12,

To redeem man from the effects of sin and
open to him the opportunity of life Jehovah
(Gtod, moved by love, sent to the earth Jesus to
redeem those who obey him; as it is written:
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting
life,” (John 3:16) Jesus taught the Word of
his Father, God, and said to Those who heard
him that he came to “give his life a ransom for
many”, that is, as many as believe on and obey
him. (Matthew 20:28) Furthermore, he said
that he came that the people might have life.
(John 10:10) Life is your greatest desire, be-
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cause without life you could have nothing. Life
is the free gift of God through Jesus Christ
our Lord. (Romans 6:23) God’s free and gra-
cious gift is to those who obey; as it is written:
“The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all
things into his hand. He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth
not the. Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him.” (John 3: 35, 36) These
seriptures apply not only to those now on the
carth, but to those who have died without first
receiving a knowledge of the truth, and none
of whom are in a place called “purgsatory”.
There is no such place as “purgatory”. But the
name “purgatory” has been employed to carry
on a racket by which the people have been
robbed, of both their money and their peace
of mind. The dead are in their graves, await-
ing resurrection during the reign of Christ, and
concerning which Jesus said: “Marvel not at
this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are
in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the res-
urrection of life; and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.” —
John 5:28,29, A.R.V.

It is a great comfort to you now to know
that Christ Jesus will awaken your beloved
dead and give them an opportunity to obey
him and live. The reign of Christ Jesus will
result in destroying all enemies, including death
itself; as it is written: “For he must reign, till
he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last
enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” (1 Co-
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rinthians 15: 25, 26) The cruel enemy death has
robbed the living of their loved ones and caused
the many tears of bitterness to flow, but under
the reign of Christ all who obey him shall re-
ceive the gift of life, and everlasting joy shall
be their portion; as it is written: “And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.” (Rev-
elation 21:4) This truth now coming to the
attention of sorrowful people brings comfort
to the heart of such, but far greater will be the
comfort and joy when there is no more sick-
ness, pain and death on the earth; and that time
is certain to come.

Under the reign of Christ, will the people
be ruled by arrogant, vicious and cruel men?
No; because none such will be permitted even
to live, The representatives of Christ on earth
will be good and righteons men, who are desig-
nated in the Scriptures as “princes”; and con-
cerning that righteous rule it is written: “Be-
hold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and
princes shall rule in justice.” (Isaiah 32:1,
A.R.V.) No more will men and women then be
thrown into filthy prisons because they tell the
truth, To tell the truth then will be the order
of the day, and none will be permitted to inter-
fere. All the wicked persecutors and enemies
of God will then have been destroyed; as it
is written: ‘All the wicked God will destroy,
and, “his enemies shall lick the dust.” (Psalms
145:20; 72: 9) “He shall judge the poor of the



COMFORT &5

people, he shall save the children of the needy,
and shall break in pieees the oppressor. In his
days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance
og pzaee so long as the moon endureth.”—Psalm
72:4,17.

Today ‘the people are ruled by selfish men,
and by reason thereof they suffer greatly; but
under the rule of Christ the conditions will be
exactly reversed. In the Scriptures it is written:
“When the righteous are in authority, the peo-
ple rejoice.” (Proverbs 29:2) Christ Jesus is
that righteous Ruler. Soon his kingdom, the
very expression of righteousness, will be in com-
plete control and rule of the earth, and then
the joy of the people will know no bounds. The
pohtlcal and rehgxous elements today join to-
gether in schemes to increase the male popula-
tion that more men may be had to fight upon
the battlefields. The prospect of seeing their
sons die in war now brings sorrow to the par-
ents of children, and all the religious ceremonies
that can be had bring to such suffering people
no comfort whatsoever. Let the people now take
consolation in the indisputable faet that under
the righteous reign of Christ Jesus there shall
never be another war, because Christ Jesus, the
righteous Ruler, will permit no more wars; and
of this it is written in the Seriptures: “And he
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke
many people; and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”
—Isaiah 2:4.
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You can with patience now endure hardship
and suffering when you have the full and com-
plete assurance that soon all unhappy condition
will be gone for ever. A knowledge of the pre-
cious promises of the Scriptures now brings
comfort to your heart. Jehovah God has given
Christ Jesus as the Leader and Commander
of the people, and that great KKing is now here.
You have paid your hard-earned money for
the promise of comsolation, which you never
received. Now Jehovah says to those who de-
sire righteousncss and comfort: “Ho, every one
that thirsteth, . . . come ye, buy, and eat; yea,
come, buy wine and milk without moncy, and
without price. Wherefore do ye spend [your]
money for that which is not bread [such as pay-
ing money for prayers fo be said for the dead
supposed to be in ‘purgatory’] ? and your labour
for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let
your soul delight itself in fatness, Inclinc your
ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul
shall live; and I will make an cverlasting cove-
nant with you, even the sure mercies of David.
Behold, I have given him [Christ Jesus] for a
witness to the people, a leader and commander
to the people.”—Isaiah 55:1-4.

Let those now in sorrow and distress he com-
forted with the words of the God of all comfort,
who says: “Open ye the gates, that the right-
eous nation which keepeth the truth may cnter
in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee; because he trusteth in
thee. Trust ye in the Lord for ever; for in



COMFORT 57

the Loro JEHOVAH is everlasting strength.”
—Isaiah 26:2-4,

A knowledge and understanding of God’s
Word is now of far greater importance to you
than all the money on earth, and for that reason
Jehovah says to the people: “Receive my in-
struction, and not silver; and knowledge rather
than choice gold. For wisdom is better than
rubies; and all the things that may be desired
are not to be compared to it.”~Proverbs 8; 10, 11.

Jehovah God by and through Christ Jesus
has taken out from amongst the nations a “peo-
ple for his name”, and such persons God desig-
nates as “Jehovah’s witnesses”. Such witnesses
are under the leadership of Christ Jesus, and
to them is committed the testimony of Jesus
Christ. (Revelation 12:17) They are command-
ed to lift up God’s standard for the benefit of
the people to the end that those who desire com-
fort may now receive the same by hearing and
believing the Word of truth. (Isaiah 62:10)
Today such faithful men and women are going
about from place to place bringing to the people
the message of Jehovah God and his kingdom.
They are doing so, not for a selfish purpose,
but in obedience to God’s commandment and
because they love to obey him. If you desire
comfort, then gladly receive such witnesses and
hear the message they bring to you, which is
not the message of man but is the truth from
the Father of mercies and God of all eomfort.
Your hope and consolation cannot be found in
any earthly power or scheme. Jehovah God now
points fo his beloved Son, his great Servant and
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rightful King of the world, and says: “Behold,
my servant whom I have chosen; my beloved
in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put
my spirit upon him, and he shall [show] judg-
ment to the nations. . .. And in his name shall
the nations hope.”—Matthew 12:18,21, 4.R.V,,
margin,

1f you believe that Jehovah is the Almighty
God and that Christ Jesus is the world’s right-
ful Ruler, and if you believe that the Bible is
the Word of God, then you must know that there
is no hope and no comfort in the schemes or
remedies of man. All religion and religious in-
stitutions, all political and commercial powers,
shall fail and must soon perish for ever, because
Jehovah God has decreed it so. (Revelation
19:11-21) All persons who stand on the side
of Satan’s organization are certain to die. All
who take now a firm stand on the side of Jeho-
vah and his kingdom under Christ shall live in
peace, prosperity and happiness without end,
because all comfort proceeds from the Almighty
God and he is the sole Giver of life through
Jesus Christ, the Savior of man and Dispenser
of everlasting blessings to man, which are pro-
vided by the gracious hand of the Most High,

I ask this assembly to adopt this Resolution
and send it to the people:

‘WE, a body of Christian people assembled in
convention at Paris, do declare our faith in and
full obedience to Jehovah God and his kingdom
under Christ Jesus, and we joyfully hail that
kingdom as the only and real hope of the hu-
man race,
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FurTaERMORE, We declare as follows:

THaT the moving power that induces religion-
ists, dictators, rulers and others to diseriminate
against and persecute any person or people be-
cause of race, nativity or color, or hecause of
their belief or faith, is the spirit of the Devil;

THaT all persons are born with the indisputa-
ble and inalienable right to enjoy full freedom
of thought, frcedom of speech and freedom to
worship Almighty God in harmony with his
commandments ;

TuaT we denounce as inhuman and grossly
wicked the persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses
in Germany because of their faith and devotion
to Almighty God and the proclaiming of the
message of his kingdom of righteousness;

TaAaT God commands all persons who love
and serve Him o magnify his name and to make
known to the people his kingdom for their bless-
ing, and therefore all true followers of Christ
Jesus must and will obey God rather than men
and will continue to preach the good news of
his kingdom, even at the cost of their lives;

TaaT the great crisis of the world is here and
God’s prophecies now in course of fulfillment
disclose that the battle of Armageddon is near,
which will be the greatest tribulation of all time,
and that all persons who will survive that troun-
ble and live must flee to and find refuge in God’s
kingdom organization under Christ, and that
those who obey Jehoval’s commandments will
live everlastingly in health, peace and happi-
ness.

(UxaNIMOUSLY ADOPTED August 1937.)
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