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PREFACE

:*if I I‘HANI\S be to God that His grace has preserved us,

O “kept us from falling,” through another year—that

so many of us are still of one heart and of one mind
in respect to His Word, and its service!
) “Pljove me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts,
if I will not open you the windows of heaven and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to contain it.” Malachi 3:10.

Considering the helpful and inspiring messages presented by
the dear Pilgrim Brethren at the CONVENTION and ANNUAL
ELECTION of the WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT
SOCIETY, assembled at Pittsburgh, January 2-3, 1919, we have
been moved to publish this Verbatim Réport. We wish to thank

the brethren for their assistance in this connection.

In sending out this SOUVENIR CONVENTION RE
PORT, we do so with the prayer that the Lord’s People will re-

ceive as great spiritual benefit from its perusal as we have in its
preparation.

Yours in the Master’s Service,

GEO. A. GLENDON, Jr,,
1265 Broadway (Suite 611),
New York City, N. Y.

INTRODUCTION

“Thou crownest the year with thy goodness.” Psa. 63:11

HE opening of a most significant New Year found several hundred
friends assembled at the Bethel Chapel in Pittsburgh, Wednesday
“_ night, January 1st, reviewing in testimony the leadings of Divine

&5 Providence during the past year. The joy and rejoicing in the

Lord knew no bounds. Many of the friends found it a special

occasion to make plenty of good resolves, respecting what we shall be willing to

be, to do, to suffer, in fellowship with our Lord.

The keynote of the meeting was based upon the Prayer Meeting text: “Be
thou strong and very courageous.”” (Josh.1:7.) One brother testified that he was
glad that he could stand up for Jesus and hold high the banner of Truth. Others
testified that they, as followers of the Lord, stood firmly for the truth: not fear-
ing what man might do unto them, but trusted in the Lord, and in the power of
His might, with the promise that by so doing, they will be with Him in Glory.

Another brother voiced the sentiments of all in the following words: “How
appropriate is this keynote in connection with our Text for the year: ‘No weapon
that is formed against thee shall prosper. (Isa. 34:17.) I am perfectly willing
to give and sacrifice everything to gain this assurance. The only injury these
weapons can do is to the old creature, which we have already consecrated to
death. Therefore, God uses the ‘wrath of man to praise Him,’—by turning what
seems to harm us into everlasting joy and blessing.”

At the conclusion of the service, Brother Wise requested all to join in silent
prayer asking the Lord to direct their every word, thought and action during
the succeeding four days, to the end that “the Love of God might rule in every
heart”: that all things be avoided which would aid the enemy.

It was good to be there! And as we wended our way to our respective rooms
we were confident that the opening of the Convention on the morrow would
manifest more of the spirit of the Psalmist’s words:

“Behold, how good, and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity.”
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place among the nations (Daniel's Image), and the destruc-
tion of Papal power at the hands of the antitypical Jehu.
Now, it might be asked where do the saints of God—
Elijah or Elisha—fit in these wonderful pictures? We
answer: Jeremiah seems to typify the experiences of the
true Church in these last days, even as Ezekiel. These two
prophecies seem to be two pictures of the same events
taking place at the close of the Gospel e. Ezekiel
pictures the doom of the false Church, Babylon, ecclesi-
asticism. While Jeremiah pictures the experiences of the
true Church while Babylon is falling,

Refering briefly to Jeremiah's experiences we note that
after writing a book (ch. 36, v. 2) he was cast into prison
at the behest of the princes of the realm and the military
authorities. (Ch. 38 v. 6.) While there in prison the
Ethiopian eunuch with the jaw-breaking name, Ebed-
melech, on his tour of inspection at the prison found
Jeremiah, not in a cell, but in an unused reservoir full
of mire and sunk up to his arm pits, and there likely to
die. Ebed-melech reported the matter to the king. The
king, not wishing Jeremiah to perish, ordered his release.
(Ch. 38, v. 10.) vidently Jeremiah was put into the pit of
mire without the king’s knowledge, supposing he was to be
merely restrained of his liberties, but not destroyed. This

is implied in the reply of Ebed-melech. “It is an evil
wrong, contrary to orders) thing they have done to
eremiah.” 38, v. 9.)

This pit of mire very well illustrates the mud slinging
tactics of our enemies who have sought to destroy our
work and influence (kill us antitypically) by making us
appear disreputable, unpatriotic, pro-German, etc. We are
just now er‘nerimg from this condition, still somewhat
mussed up in the public estimation, but freed from any
5‘-"‘?5“" danger of being destroyed, no longer “likely to

ie.

Jeremiah remained “in the court of the prison” (ch.
37:21 and 39:14) until the city fell. This seems to imply
that the antitypical Jeremiah, while being released from
prison awaiting a re-trial, will continue under bonds until
the city (Babylon) falls and possibly a re-trial will be
avoided, postponed, because to re-try this case now that
war restraints are removed, would lay bare all Jezebel's
(Papacy's) witchcrafts; how and why she was able to
hinder these men from having their constitutional rights
denied them. This she will not permit. Thus they may
go beyond the vail into the Heavenly Kingdom while stiil
“in the court of the prison” with the stigma of arrest and
incarceration still resting upon them,

“WITY STAND WE HERE IDLE?”

Why stand we idle? Has the ringing Word,

“The Kingdom is at hand,” now lost its worth?
The hearts of eager audiences stirred

At welcome tidings of the Kingdom's birth

But for a little time.

O'er all the earth

Think you, so soon, the listening peoples heard ?

Or have we lost our zeal? In times of old

“Thy Word,” the Prophet said, “was in my heart
Like to a burning flame I could not hold

Till the glad Word flew speeding like a dart.

Shall it be said it had no power to start
Consuming zeal in our hearts blunt and cold ?

Great men of God have labored for His cause,

Have suffered, and have died, and known no fear,
So that the knowledge of His holy laws

Should be proclaimed. Today stands very near

A prison “sepulchre” which, “garnished” here
With honeyed words, vet no like witness draws!

What shall we answer to these righteous men
When we account for silent week on week >
What shall we answer to the Master when

He comes His faithful servants again to seek.
And finds the Word He gave to us to SPEAK
Lay buried in a napkin until then?

—Mary Barber.

l. B. §. #. CONVENTION 13

3:30 P. M.

Subject:

i Apostle John, I John 1:3, And there he
?::ysn:‘e"ﬂ:: whigh we have seen and heard declare
with us,
with His

WE direct your attention, dear friends, to the words

ce unto you, that ve also may have fellowshi
::d“tmlyyonr fellowship is with the Father an
esus Christ.” . X
Sm&[‘i‘lis world’s fellowship, dear friends, may be con-
sidered in the light of partnership. 1 believe the Greek
gives that thought, and therefore we could read it like
this, “ior we have parinership with the Father and with
His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. ) .
The thought seems to be that during the last six
thousand years there has been extensive business on the
carth. The name of that firm is "Satan and Sons.” And
T am sure you will all agree, dear friends, that they have
been doing a flourishing business. They have been sub-
stituting the counterfeit for the real thing. Thcy have
watchcﬁ very carefully the worl-:mgs. out of God's plan
and especially along the lines of God's dealings with the
Church. But it seems that now, especially since 1874, that
Satan begins to realize, as well as those with him, that
there is a new firm coming into existence, and the name
of this firm is to be “Jehovah and Son.” And they are
going to deal with the things that are true, and are going
to establish the world on a firm basis, There is a great
deal of opposition between these two firms, and evidences
are that odds are very greatly against the old firm, and
the new firm will 1 blished in b and will
never go out of business. The other, however, will have
to go completely out of business. We are very glad to
see and to know that this is true. Jehovah tells us that
at that time “Righteousness will encircle the whole
and the “judgments of the Lord will be abroad throughou.t‘
the whole earth, and the people will learn righteousness.
Now, dear friends, in a partnership such as suggested
in the Bible, we can see how necessary it is that those
who are taken into this business with Jehovah and with
His dear Son must meet certain requirements, One of
the requirements will be loyalty to the firm, and to its
interests, And if there is any quality that is appreciated
by men of the world, it is the quality of loyalty; and we
helieve Jehovah and His beloved Son also appreciate
loyalty. That is what God is looking for in those who

are endeavoring, or striving to be members in that won-
derful firm which is going to do business on the earth
for a thousand years. : N

“Obedicnce” then, in the Bible, is made a very important
matter. Indeed the Bible even indicates that in God's
estimation it is more important “sacrifice.” You
know sometimes we are apt to go to an extreme in thinking
that God is looking for sacrifice. That is true, dear
friends, but the Lord also tells us that “obedience is
better than sacrifice.” And we have no more faithful
example or pattern than our Lord Jesus Himself ; and you
remember the Apostle, speaking of Jesus, uses these words:
“That though He were a son, vet learned he obedience
by the things which He suffered” Isn't that a wonderful
statement? Does that statement suggest that at any time
in our Lord Jesus' experience—either in His prehuman
existence or earthly existence—He was disobedient? No!
But it does suggest the thought that when Jesus was in
His pre-existent state with the Father, it was easy to be
obedient because the conditions were perfectly satisfactory.
But the thought of the Apostle here seems to be that it
would be harder to be obedient in the earthly experience
when every condition of life was against our Lord: even
His dear Apostles could not understand Him.

We find also that on one occasion the Lord even
tested their loyalty and obedience by saying something
very strange to them. He began to talk to them on one
occasion about eating “His flesh” and “drinking His
blood,” and He said to them “except ye eat My flesh and
drink My blood, ye have no life in you" We are told

Discourse by Brother W. J. Thorne
“FELLOWSHIP AND LOYALTY"”

that “many of the disciples no longer walked with Jesus.”
The thought seemed to be in their minds: “\We have
heard enough! We propose to go no further with you."
We think that it affected their materialistic minds, believing
Jesus was teaching them something boru of a cannibalism,
“Eat His blood, and eat the flesh? That is enough, we
don’t want to hear any more.” So many ceased to “walk
with Him."” But the “Apostles turned not back.” And
Jesus turned to them and said: “Do ye also turn away?"
They said, “To whom shalt we go, Master? Thou hast
the words of Eternal Life.” And although they didn't
understand any more than the others what His words
signified, they stayed by the Lord, and after Pentecost,
when the Spirit came to them and illuminated their minds
and gave the significance to the Lord's words, they said
they were glad to stay with the Master. They werc
rewarded. Knd so the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
it says they caught the true meaning. And except we
appropriate the merit of the sacrifice we have no life, nor
will anyone have any life.

But what a wonderful truth that was! Jesus then was
obedient under the adverse conditions, and He learned
“obedience by the things which He suffered” He was
always loyal to the Heavenly Father, even unto death,—
even the death of the cross. “Wherefore, God hath highly
exalted Him and given Him a name which is above every
name: that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow
of things in Heaven, and things in eartli, and things under
the earth, and that every tongue confess the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 2:9, 10.)

friends, we will have to learn that same lesson.
Every one of Christ’s followers and disciples must learn
the lesson of implicit obedience to God's will. And when
asks for the human will to be obedient to His laws,
He is not asking any more of us than He would require
of Himseli, What a wonderful God we have! And then
you remember, too, that Jesus in the eleventh chapter of
Matthew, verses twenty-eight and nine, gives us a very
wonderful lesson when He says: “Learn of me” for
am proud and haughty? No! It doesn't say anything like
that. He says: “Learn of Me for I am meek and lowly
of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”

Are you ever troubled with pride, dear friends? Per-
haps nearly every one of us are troubled with this quality.
Perhaps there may be one or two who are not, but I
would like to get acquainted with you and find out what
you look like. I am ashamed to tell you that I have a
good bit of it sometimes. Brother Russell told us at
one time that whenever you find that your backbone is
straightened out, and you are walking up and down the
streets thinking you own the place, then place yourself
in a corner and give yourself a good talking to. Did you
ever talk to yourself? Try that! X

I talk to myself a good many times just as a father
would talk to his boy: “Look here, young man, I want
to have a talk with you. What are you getting proud
ahout? Are you getting to the point that you are so
important in God's plan that He can’t get along without
you? Don't you make any mistake about that. The Lord
will carry out His plans just as well without you, and
really better, perhaps. You are really in His way, but He
just permits you to have these privileges, not that it helps
Him out, but it gives you an epportunity to show your
love and zeal” )

How many mistakes we make! Most everything we
do has to be done over again, When I reason with myself
like that I have two verses in Isaiah 40:15, 17. You will
find them reading something like this: (The Lord tells
us how He regards the nations) “Behold, the nations are
as a drop in the bucket, and are counted as the small
dust of the balance: behold, He taketh up the isles as a
very little thing. All nations before Him are as nolh!ng‘i
and they are counted to Him less than nothing, and vanity.
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