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OUR TEMPLE

To Athe King of ](ings and Lord of lords

In the Interest af His Consecrated
Saints, Waiting for the Adoption

This Work 18 Dedicated

"To make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which from the
lwﬂ;nnil‘lg of the world hath been hid in God."

“Wherein He hath abounded towards us in sll wisdom end pruclence.
Imv;nﬁ made known unto us the mystery of His w;u. lceor(];nﬂ to His goncl
pleasure which He hath proposed in Himself; that in the dispensation of

the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things, under
Christ.”"— 1‘:p||. 3: 4, 5, 9: 1: 8.10.

THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
700 South Wabash Avenue - & Cl‘ucago Illino1s
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PREFACE

VERY book, great or small, should have a preface. It is the reader’s right to be told in
advance for what purpose the book was prepared, and what he may expect to find on
its pages, if he follows to the end. This Album has been prepared that a further record

might be preserved, for the ages to come, of some of the events of this most momentous year,
1914, especially in connection with Chicago, its TEMPLE, and the work connected therewith.

Chicago occupies a unique position in the world, in many respects being the greatest
city in the world; and, therefore, the influence of this Temple extends far and wide.

It seems especially fitting that a Souvenir of this Chicago Temple should be prepared,
especially in view of the fact that the First General Convention of the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society was held in Chicago, World’s Fair year, 1893, at 55th St. and Washington Park.
A picture of that Convention is shown on page 2, which may be compared with pictures of
more recent Conventions, as shown on pages 24 and 25.

A further purpose is to pay tribute to Pastor Russell and his labor of love, especially in
connection with the “Photo-Drama of Creation,” the production of years of study and labor
on his part, in an endeavor to glorify our heavenly Father and Jesus our Saviour, exalt the
Bible, assist the Brethren and bless Mankind.
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have heen thoroughly trained, and sworn in by the City for duty at the Temple. A group picture of these
faithful brethren 1s shown on page 43.

Another faithful band of workers, whose services have done much to produce the excellent order which
has been enjoyed at the Temple, is the band of Special Police Officers, also duly sworn in by the City Police
Department.  In addition to the Special Officers, two of the brethren of the Chicago Bible Class are Regular
Oflicers of the Mounted Police Squad, and their advice and help has been much appreciated. Their group
picture is shown on page 42.

On page 38, another group of helpers is shown, These are among the many who helped to put the
Temple into condition, and have acted in various capacities, some as doormen, special guards, ushers, etc.

It was the desire to provide to the greatest extent possible for the comfort and convenience of the
guests at the I'emple, and so a corps of Matlrons was organized from among the sisters who volunteered to
serve on certain days each week. Their neat appearance in nurses’ garb, and their sweet, kindly ways make a
deep impression upon all.  Theirs is surely a picturesque group, as will be noted by referring to page 39.

We must not fail to make mention of another faithful band of workers, the ushers, some sixty in num-
ber, a group of some being shown on page 31. The work for them has been systematized according to the

time thhey can give Lo the service and the necessity of the occasion, as more help is required on some days than
on others.

The service opened with aboul twelve hundred friends present, who joined in the singing of several
hymns. Then followed prayer and a beautiful rendition’ of the hymn, * Take the Name of Jesus with You,”
by Messrs. John T. Read, and B, M, Rice, both of whom formerly sang in the Imperial Quartet.

The dedicatory discourse was delivered by Pastor Russell. He called attention to the fact that the dedi-

cation of Solomon's Temple has very generally given the suggestion of dedicating church edifices to the Lord
and to His service.

The Pastor had no objection to this. Quite to the contrary, he held that the Christian who has given
himself to the Lord, has really given or dedicated all that he possesses, and that to formally recognize this is
merely to confirm his standing contract with the Lord. Not only every church, but every home and shop
and store and barn should be dedicated to the Lord. Whoever realizes that he owns nothing of himself, but
that he is merely God's steward grasps the Bible conception of real Christianity.

The dedication of the Temple at Jerusalem was an entirely different matter. That was a typical house,
just as the nation of Israel was a typical nation. The sacredness of the glorified Church, which is the real
Temple, was illustrated or Lyﬁlﬁed by the honor and dl{(mly and ceremonies which God attached (o the typical
temple. When God's time shall come, the antitypical temple will be honored and glorified much more than
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As a result of fourteen weeks, up to the time this Album went to print, many hearts and lives have
been blessed because of the various services rendered at the Temple; not only those served have been blessed,
but especially those who have done the serving; they feel it has been the greatest privilege of their lives, and
they have endeavored to do all as unto the Lord, lor His glory, and for the good of mankind.

The eyes of understanding of many have been opened to see something of the lengths and breadths
and heights and depths of the love and plan of God for the blessing of all, in His due time.

Through seeing the pictures, prejudice has been broken down, and many have been caused to search
anew Lheir Bibles to see if these things be true. Opposition, instead of support, [rom the clergy has been
met, but the people are gradually beginning to see for themselves and to use their own minds, instead of those
of the ministers, most of whom deny the Bible, in fact and some in word.

) Nevertheless we rejoice that the shackles of error and superstition are being gradually broken, and the
light of truth is being shed into the hearts and lives of many.

In conclusion we feel that a word of tribute Lo our beloved Pastor, **whom we love [or his works’ sake”
is not out of order, The opposition to the Photo-Drama is aroused because he was the originator of this method
of presenting the Gospel; it has cut us too, because we realize such opposition is really against the Lord Himself.

We believe our Pastor to be the Servant of the Lord of his Laodicean period of the Church, and as
such we desire to hold up his hands as best we can, and reiterate here the words of Brother Sullivan, in his
words of welcome at the Nashville Convention:

“*Dear Brethren, I am sure I speak the sentiment of every heart in my presence when [ say, today, to
Brother Russell, that, in the name of the Master, a hearty welcome is extended to you — you who have stood
for forty years amid the raging blast, without ever a deflection; you who as a mighty oak rears its head in
sublime grandeur today, being bereft ‘of every green leaf, having had every leal of earthly desire swept away.
Who has also had every earthly love and ambition torn away, limb by limh, until there remains nothing of
earthly fortune, or fame, or name; youth gone, health gone, home gone, deserted by some of the nearest and
dearest carthly (riends and relatives, mind and body worn, and almost consumed on the altar of our God,
and in the service of the dear brethren; life, manhood, fortune, name, all spread at our feet as a carpet upon
which we have [reely trodden, all poured out as water at our [eet, and today the slender thyead of lile is being
taxed Lo its utmost to hold aloft the beacon torch. God bless you, we welcome you, and soon you will hear
the welcome applaudit, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joys of thy Lord.” But
know also, dear heart, we will stand by you and strengthen your hands until the sun goes down.”  Amen.
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