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of life, and witness the good confession—the ““good tidings
of great joy which shall be to all people.”

All who will declare the true Gospel will need to be well
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace (gentleness,
patience, meekness) for strange to say, they will find bitter
opposition from professed servants of the Lord who have
been blinded and prejudiced by Satan’s misrepresentations
of the Gospel,—by which he seeks to drive from the Lord
all who have a remnant of reason in their religious thinking.
All who have ears to hear, and who do hear the true Gospel,
will quickly distinguish it from the miserable counterfeits
which for so long have passed current among God's people.
Let all such remember that ability to hear is an evidence of
divine favor, and let them not be ashamed, but glorify God
on this behalf. Let such remember, also, that their accept-
ance of the truth as due, in the face of unpopularity, is a
part of their testing. The Lord puts his plan, his Word, as
his representative, saylng—He that is ashamed of me and
my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed, when

he cometh in the glory of his Father with his holy angels.
—Mark 8:38.
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I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,!'—Rom. r:16,

NO' APOLOGY seems necessary for our subject—*“Which
_is the true Gospel of which the Apostle was not ashamed ?”
If time and thought may be profitably expended in the study of
the earthly sciences—sociology, finance, etc., ete., built largely
upon human inferences and conjectures—surely none could
dispute the propriety of studying the science of divine revela-
tion. If it be profitable to investigate the physical diseases of
mankind and their causes, and the laws of medicine and of san-
itation for the offset of these, it surely cannot be disputed that
the Gospel which God has presented as the antidote for soul-
sickness and soul-death, and as the science pertaining to
life eternal, is worthy of still greater and more profound con-
sideration.

The greatest minds, the noblest specimens of our race,
have admitted our topic to be the one above all others in
importance ; and have weighed it carefully—whether as a result
they accepted or rejected it. We are not now discussing the
weight of mental acumen enlisted for and against the Gospel:
we are merely noting the fact thar all men of ability have
recognized that the subject is worthy of their careful con-
sideration, and as having claims upon their attention para-
mount to any and all others, Indeed, it may be set down as
a fact that whoever has given the subject of religion no con-
sideration is one of three things,—a novice in mental exercise,
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